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PREFACE

This volume is the first in the series “"Guide to the Sources of Asian
History” pertaining to India. It covers records of cleven ministries
ol the Government of India out of a total of nineteen ministries that
existed in 1960. Information about the remaining eight ministries and
private records in the custody of the National Archives of India will
be given in the second volumc of the series. Records in the various
archival repositories in India are generally open for research after 30
years of their creation, and 1960 has been taken as the cut off year,
as this project is proposed to be completed by 1990.  Organisational
set-up of the various records creating agencics in this series has, there-
fore, been taken as it stood in 1960. This material has been dealt
with in 11 chapters, thercby cnsuring that cach ministry is treated
individually and scparately. Further, these have been arranged
alphabetically and do not in any way indicate the importance of re-
cords of onc ministry over the other.

Each chapter gives the genesis of the present set-up, its organisa-
tional history, and functional changes from time to time. A list of
some important documents of Indian and international importance
with their reterences has also becn appended. 1t is felt that this would
permit the users to know the nature of the documents that might be
available in each ministry as also to assess their importance. Bulk
of records of cach record scries in a ministry has as well been given
to facilitate the reader in getting an idea of the quantum of records
that could be profitably perused.

It is hoped that this series of Guide would bc a useful tool in the
utilization of the rich collection of record holdings of the National
Archives of India and help in promoting historical research.

R. K. PERTI

Director of Archives,
Government of India.

National Archives of India,.

New Delhi,
16 October 1987.
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INTRODUCTION

Origin of the Project

‘Guide to tke Sources of Asian History’ is a part of UNESCO’s
comprehensive project ‘Guide to the Sources of the History of Nations’
initiated in 1959 in collaboration with the International Council
on Archives. The Asian part of the project was, however, inaugu-
rated at a planning meeting held at Kuala Lumpur (Malaysia) during
2-6 July 1979, where the modalities of compiling the National Guide
were discussed. After having participated in the Kuala Lumpur meeting
India virtually launched the project in June 1984, with the constitu-
tion of an Advisory Committee, which deliberated and set the guide-
lines for preparing the Indian Chapter of the ‘Guide to the Sources of
Asian History’. Of the twelve Asian countries participating in the
Project India has been allocated country number ‘3’ for its Guides.

Plan of the Volumes

The present volume is the first in the series of six volumes of
Guides proposed to be brought out by the National Archives of India
to serve as a major reference media for holdings of archlval reposito-

ries and other custodial institutions in India. The volumes have been
planned as follows :—

Volumes 3.1-3.2 Guide to Records in the National
Archives of 1ndia.

Volumes 3.3-35 Guide to Records in the State/Union

Territory Archives in India.

Directory of Custodial institutions in
India having records and manuscripts.

Volume 3.6

The first two volumes, as they are planned, relate to record
holdings of the National Archives of India covering 30 linear kilometres
of shelf space, spanning a chronological range of 330 years from 1630
to 1960. This variegated accumulation relates to commercial ventu-
res of the East India Company, its administration after it took over
government of the country, India under the direct British rule, and the
early years of independent India.

Method of Implementation

The cut-off date for the volumes has been set at 1960. At this
date the major executive functions of the Government at the centre
were being carried out by nineteen ministries. The first two volumes
of the Guide describe and provide information on these nincteen minis-
tries, besides containing informattion about the ‘Private Records’ avail-
able with the National Archives of India.

(vii)
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Volume I of the Guide provides detailed description of the follow-
ing seven series of records : Commerce and Industiy, Education,
Finance, Food and Agriculture, Home Affairs, Railways, and Works,

Houqmo anc Supply. The procedure adopted for description of these
series in this Guide is to provide :

(a) organisational history of the Ministry and its predecessor
agencies;

(b) chart showing growth of the Ministry;

(c) statement showing bulk of records of the series, with break-
up in accordance with its organisational components (Divi-
sion, Branch, Section, etc.), physical form (bundles of
files, volumes, etc), alongwith chronological limits in each
case and indication of available finding aids;

(d) some significant documents available in the series.

Besides, the volume carries notes on four agencies, i.e. Ministries
of Information and Broadcasting, Irrigation and Power, Labour and
Employment, and Rehabilitation. These notes have been prepared on
the basis of information elicited from a variety of sources. The rele-
vant data have substantially been collected from records of other dcpart-
ments held in the custody of National Archives of India, reports, and

other published sources, including publications of the Ministries con-
cerned.

The Guide is designed to aid research scholars, officials and other
users of archives in identifying casily and quickly the series/groups of
records of their interest. The brief organisational history that precedes
the inventories is calculated to help the users in narrowing their area
of search so that the process of retrieval does not involve unnecessary
loss of time. Besides, the Guide has been made, as far as possible,

clear, simple and unambiguous to enable the user to trace out docu-
ments and data of his interest.

National Archives of India

National Archives of India, formerly known as Imperial Record
Department, was establishel in Calcutta in March 1891. In 1911,
capital of India was transferred from Calcutta to Declhi and this
necessitated the transfer of official records to the new capital. On
completion of the contruction of the present building in 1926, shifting
of records started and the entire bulk of records was transferred to Delhi
by March 1937. However, after India achieved independence, the
name of Imperial Record Department was changed to National Archives
of India on 30 August 1947. The designation of the Keceper of Re-
cords was also then changed to the Director of Archives.

The National Archives of India is an attached office of the Depart-
ment of Culture in the Ministry of Human Resource Development. It
is the official custodian of all non-current records of the Government
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of India and its predecessor bodies as also the former British Resi-
dencies in the erstwhile Indian States. Besides, it has a rich collection
ot private papers of eminent Indian leaders and British administrators,
who have played a leading role in shaping the history of India. It
also has a very sizeable collection of microfilms of records of Indian
interest, which has been acquired from various countries in Asia,
Europe and America.

All records, which are 30 years old, are open for consultation,
though theres are a few exceptions and restrictions to this general rule.*
Special permission may be obtained from the concerned Ministry for
consulting those set of records, which have not been transferred to
National Archives of India as also the records otherwise closed, but
available in the National Archives of India. Foreigners desirous of
examining records in the custody of the National Archives of India
arec required to produce a letter of accredition from the institution
sponsoring their studies as also from their respective Diplomatic Mis-
sion in India.

Research Room of the National Archives of India remains open
on all days of the year excepting Sundays and three national holidays
i.e. 26 January, 15 August and 2 October. While on working days,
the Research Room is open from 9.00 hours to 20.00 hours, on holi-
days it remams open from 9.00 hours to 17.30 hours. For the benefit
of scholars, rcprographic and transcription scrvices are available on
payment within the National Archives of India. Information service
is also undertaken by the National Archives of India on behalf of
private individuals/institutions on pre-payment of prescribed search
fee. - Applications seeking information for permission to consult records
are required to be addressed to the Director, National Archives of
India, Janpath, New Delhi-110001.

System of Record Keeping

While consulting Public Records in the National Archives of India,
users would come across certain technical terms, such as Consulta-
tions, Body Sheets, Proceedings etc. These terms had infact been used
for reccerds created by the Central Government in the course of its
administrative activities. And, to facilitate their proper understanding,
it is felt necessary to provide a short survey of the various documenta-
tion practices followed from time to time while creating records.

InitiaJly business of the East India Company was disposed of in a
Council of the senior Factors, which was presided over by the Chief
Factor or the Governor. This Council usually, met once a week.
Matters discussed there, and orders passed on them were subsequently
recorded in a book. This book was originally called Diary and Con-
sultation Book. Subsequently, it was designated as Consultation Book
only. Besides, two more volumes were maintained : one contained
copies of letters received, and the other had copies of letters issued by

*For details see ‘National Archives of India Historical Research Rules' in
Appendix.
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the Factory. Letters to and from the Court of Directors in England,
containing summaries of transaction in India, and criticism of the
Directors on the doings of the factories, instructions for future guidance
etc. were however, bound in separate volumes.

With the increase in business, system of record keeping underwent
slight change. Registers of letters received or issued were abolished.
Secretary of the Council received and placed before it all documents
for consideration. He also prepared minutes of the proceedings. These
minutes were called Body Sheets. These included list of papers and
orders, with resolutions, etc. recorded on them. Items in the Body
Sheers werc entered in the order in which the papers had been consi-
dered m the Council and numbered serially in that sequence. Subse-
quently, a full account of the Proceedings of the meeting, viz.  all
documents considered and orders passed on them werc copied out in
full in a volume, originally termed as Consultation Book, but later as
Proceeding Volume. The original documents, from which copies were
made, were called Original Consultations, and were kept in separate
bundles. Certain communications, which were of routine nature, were
not placed before the Council, and were disposed of over the signature
of the Secretary. Copies of such papers were kept in a separate volume
known as Order Book.

With thc growing power of the East India Company, and expand-
ing natnre of its functions, matters other than trade and commerce
also received its attention. Consequently, business of the Company
was divided under various sub-heads like Secret, Public, Revenue,
Political, Military, etc. But general documentation practice remained
the same, though creation of every new department involved starting
of a new series of records. Separate indexes were also prepared for
cach series to render contents of records easily accessible.

From 1860, a new system of recording proceedings every month
was started and each proceeding was to be closed by the end of the
month in which it had been started. This gave rise to creation of
Monthly Proceedings, in place of the earlier Weekly Consultations.
Further, each of the Proceedings were categorised as ‘A’, ‘B’, ‘C’, or
‘Deposit’ depending on their importance : ‘A’ Proceedings dealt with
policy questions. They were invariably printed and their copies were
sent to Secretary of State for India for information, while ‘B’ Proceed-
ings dealt with important cases other than policy questions.  These
were not printed, though a table of contenis of these papers was
printed and kept in the volume of monthly proceedings. °‘C’ Proceed-
mgs dealt with routine papers of very little importance. ‘Deposit’
Proceedings, however, mainly comprised ordinary petitions or only
the covering or forwarding letters received from other Presidencies.
Another set of ‘Secret’ Proceedings was introduced at a later stage by
Lord Mayo. Like ‘A’ Proceedings these too were printed. But copies
of these were not sent to the Secretary of State for India for informa-
tion, though these were reported separately, as enclosures to the Des-

patches to the Secretary of State.
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Each of the above mentioned categories formed a distinct group
and was assigned a separate set of serial number.

In course of time, this system underwent certain modifications.
Monthly closing of proccedings was discontinued, and the files were kept
open till completion of the transaction for which these had been created.
Later, following the recommendations of the Secretariat Procedure
Committee (1920), topical or subject-filling system was introduced.
This system required that files in every branch/section of a Department
should be opened in accordance with a list of pre-determined subject
heading, but bearing consecutive serial number. The new system was
introducad a¢, first in the Commerce Department on experimental basis,
and was adopted by the Home Department in June 1921. By 1923 it
came into force in almost all Departments and Government establish-
ments. In the early stages a file bore both the file numbe; and the
proceeding number in some Departments. But as the revised system
got firmly established, the practice of giving Proceeding number on the
file was dropped. This system continued with very little variation even
in the post-independence period.






MINISTRY OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY

During the first half of the seventeenth century, the East India
Company had established a series of trading centres, called ‘Factories’,
in different parts of India.! Business in each of these Factories which
initially related to trade and cognate subjects only, was conducted
under the supervision of a Chief Member or ‘Factor’ who was styled
as President (later on as Governor). He was assisted by a Council
of Senior Members of the Factory. The same system was adoptcd
in Bengal and it continued to function at the Council at Fort William
when it became the centre of activities for the East India Company.
However, with the acquisition of political power and territorial rights
by the Company, its style of functioning underwent a change and two
Departinents, viz., ‘Public’ and ‘Secret” were created with effecct from
I January 1764. While the Public Department was entrusted, among
other functions, with matters concerning Shipping, Revenue, Accounts,
the Secret Department controlled the relations of East India Company
with the Indian States and all works connected with the formation and
exccution of military plans. Both these Departments were under one
Secretary. However, during the years that followed work in both the
Departments increased greatly and it was decided on 23 September
1783 to separate completely the Secret and Public Departments by
appointing a separate Secretary for each. At the same time, functions
alloited to cach department were stated clearly. As a result, matters
relating to commerce and shipping came under the Public Department.
In May 1786, as per orders from the Court of Directors, a Board of
Trade was set up, whose proceedings were transmitted to the Court
under the head Commercial Department. However, under orders
from the Court of Directors, despatches to the Court were sent under
five separate heads, viz., Public, Political, Military, Revenue and
Commercial. On 5 June 1818, the name of the Public Department
was changed to “General Department” and it’s Secretary designated
as “Secretary to the Government in General, Foreign and Commercial
Departinents”.  An important change took placc in 1819 with the
formation cf the Board of Customs, Salt and Opium. T[his new Board

took over the work relating to “Salt” and “Opium” from the existing
Board of Trade.

By the Charter Act of 1833 monopoly of Indian trade enjoyed by
the East India Company was abolished, and consequently, its Com-

1. The period 1600—1748 has been generally described as the “Factory
Period” in the history of the East India Company. Some of the important
Factories established in the early period were at Surat, Ahmedabad,
Broach, Masulipattam, Fort St. George, Hariharpur, Balasore, Hooghli,
Patna, Kasimbazar, Bombay and Dacca. Factory records are preserved
in the Tamil Nadu State Archives, Madras, and Maharashtra State Archives,
Bombay, as well as in the India Office Library and Records, London.
Microfilm copies of “Factory Records” pertaining to those at Calcutta,
Balasore, Broach and Burdwan have, however, been acquired by the
National Archives of India from India Office Library and Records, London.

(1
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mercial Department ceased to exist. Separation of the Secretariat of
the Government of India from that of the Government of Bengal, led
to the change of nomenclature of the “General Department” to “Home
Department” on 1 May 1843. As ecarlier, matters concerning com-
merce and industry continued to be dealt within this Depaitment.

A. Commerce and Industry Department, 1905-1920

The British Crown assumed responsibility of administering the
East India Company’s possessions in India in 1858. This resulted in
a new approach of the Government towards its commercial interests.
[t was realized that the future development of Indian Commerce
depended on the improvement in the quantity and quality of existing
agricultural goods. Vast opportunities were thrown open for the
promotion of commercial interests of India vis-a-vis other countries
consequent to the opening of the Suez Canal in 1869. With a view
to implementing this objective, a new department designated as the
Department of Revenue, Agriculture and Commerce was created in
June 1871. It took up a certain portion of work concerning com-
merce and industry from almost all the existing departments of the
Government of India. In July 1879, when the work of certain exist-
ing Departments of the Government of India was re-distributed,
‘Commerce’ became the responsibility of the newly constituted Finance
and Commerce Department,

By a Resolution of the Government of India, a new Department
of Commerce and Industry was created in March 1905. This Depart-
ment was charged with the function of advising the Government of
India on questions relating to the commercial treaties and commercial
aspects of the contracts which the various departments entered into
from time to time. J. P. Hewett was appointed as the Member-in-
Charge of the Department and W. L. Harvey became its first Secretary.

The following subjects withdrawn from different departments were
allotted to it :

1. Explosives, Petroleum and Factories from the Home
Department;

2. Weights and Measures, Economic Products, Fisheries,
Geology and Minerals, Practical Arts and Museums, Com-
mercial Exhibition, Internal Land Trade, Inventions and
Designs, and Emigration from the Revenue and Agricultural
Department;

3. Trade and Commerce, Merchandise Marks, Merchant Ship-
ping, Ports, Port-dues and Pilotage, Lighting of Coasts,
Cotton Duties, Stationery and Printing, Supply of Stores,
Statistics, Post Offices and Customs from the Finance and
Commerce Department; and

4. Certain aspects of railway administration {from Public Works
Department.
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The Resolution constituting the Commerce and Industry Depart-
ment also i)rovided for the appointment of a Director (eneral of
Commercial Intelligence in place of the Director General of Statis-
tics. The new Officer was to act as an intermediary between the
new Member of the Department of Commerce and Industry, and the
mercantile community. F. Noel Paton was appointed as the first
Directcr General of Commercial Intelligence on 27 February 1905.

On setting up of the Railway Board as an independent Depart-
ment in 1908, the work relating to railway administration, which was
being handled by the Commerce and Industry Department, was
transterred to it. |

In 1910 work rclating to Excise and Salt was transferred from the
Finance Department to the Commerce and Industry Department.

The work connected with Muscums was transferred from the
Commerce and Industry Department on 9 December 1910, to the
newly constituted Education Department,

In April 1914, the work relating to collection and publication of
statistics was taken away from the Director General of Commercial
Intelligence and placed under independent charge of a Director of
Statistics. G. Finlay Shirras was appointed as the first Director of
Statistics.

On 1 March 1917, a new organisation known as the Indian
Munitions Board was created and the function relating to supply of
Stores, which had been so far dealt within the Commerce and Indus-
try Department, was transferred to its charge.

In 1919, the subject of Civil Aviation, which had acquircd great
(mportance in the wake of World War I, was formally put under the
charge of the Department of Commerce and Industry. On 1 January
1920, the work relating to the Peace Treaty with Germany, Enemy
Debts and League of Nations was transferred to the Llegislative
Department.

On 1 March 1920, the Indian Munitions Board was reconstituted
as the Board of Industries and Munitions. It was a temporary orga-
nization designed to close the war commitments of the Indian Muni-
tions Board. The Board of Industries and Munitions took over the
functions relating to industries from the Commerce and Industry
Department, which was then designated as the Commerce Department.

B. Commerce Department, 1920-1946
C. Ministry of Commerce, 1947-1951
D. Ministry of Commerce and Industry, 1951-1956

Consequent on the transfer of business connected with the ‘lndus-
trics’ to the Board of Industrics and Munitions which was created on

2 —510 Archive /87
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1 March 1920, the Department of Commerce and Industrigs was
designated as the Department of Commerce. It continued to transact
all business previously dealt within the Commerce and Industry
Department, with the exception of such items which had been trans-
ferred to the Board of Industries and Munitions,

On 5 July 1920, the business connected with the subject “LEmi-
gration” was divided between the Commerce Department and ~ the
Fereign and Political Department. The matters relating to emigra-
tion to Egypt, Palestine, Mesopotamia and foreign countries other
than Surinam were allotted to the Foreign and Political Departinent
and those excepting thesc countrics, were to be dealt within the
Commerce Department.

On 3 August 1921, that part of the work relating to “Emigration”
which was being conducted in the Commerce Department was trans-
ferred to the Revenue and Agricultural Department. From the same
date the business connccted with the Posts, Telegraphs, Telephones,
Wireless Telegraphy, Cables and Civil Aviation was made over by
the Commerce Dcpartment to the Public Works Department. Besides,
the part connected with the administrative control of the ‘Local Clear-
ing Office’ and the subject ‘Peace Treaties’ were transferred to the
Legislative Department. On November 1, the Finance Department
took over the business connected with Banking and on 17th of the
same month, the subject head ‘Inter-Provincial Migration’ was taken
over by the Department of Industries from the Cemmerce Department,
while the business relating to the administration of the Indian Tea
Cess Act IX of 1903 was made over to the Commerce Department
by the Department of Industries. The latter Department also handed
over to the former the subject ‘Exhibition’ from 16 April, 1923.

Consequent on the re-allocation of work among the Departments
of the Government of India in May 1923, the Commerce Department
was made responsible for all business connected with the administra-
tion of :(—

(i) Shipping including (a) Lascar Seaman (b) Merchant
Shipping (c) Ports, Docks, Port Dues, Pilotage (d)
Lighting of Coasts (e¢) Inland Navigation (f) TFisheries.

(ii) Trade and Commerce including (a) Company Law (ex-
cluding Banking Law) (b) Commercial Intelligence and
Statistics (¢) Tariffs and Tariff Evaluations and Excise
Duties other than administration (d) Foreign and Inter-
nal Trade (e) Commercial Education (f) Merchandise
Marks (g) Weights and Measures,

(iii) Import and Export Regulation (including Export Cesses).
(iv) Exhibitions.

(v) Lifc Insurance.

(vi) Actuarial Works.



5

From 9 June 1924, all business connected with the administration
of ecclesiastical matters and ecclesiastical establishments throughout

British India was transferred to the Commerce Department from the
Education, Health and Lands Department, ‘ '

On 25 April 1935, however, the administration of the subject
“ccclesiastical matters”, including European cemeteries, was transfer-
red to the Department of Industries and Labour from the Commerce
Department.

On 8 November 1937, the Industrics and Labour Department
was abolished and its functions were distributed into three Depart-
ments : (1) Labour (2) Communications and (3) Commerce, The
functions relating to “Industries” were transferred to the Commerce
Department but the subject “Ports and Inland Navigation” was trans-
ferred from the Commerce to the newly constituted Communications
Department. After the re-distribution of business of the Industries
and Labour Department, the Commerce Depariment was left to deal
with following functions :—

(i) Commerce (including Tariffs, Treaties, Foreign and
Internal Trade, Intelligence, Companies, Commercial
Education, Weights and Measures).

(ii) Industries (including Stores and Industrial Research,
Exhibitions and Fisheries).

(iii) Industrial Property (Patents, Designs, Merchandise and
Trade Marks).

(iv) Insurance and Actuarial Work.

(v) Shipping (including Lascar Seamen, Bengal Pilot Service
and Lighthouses).

In August 1944, Mercantile Marine 11I Branch was created in

the Commerce Department to cope with expanding mercantile marine
activities.

After termination of the Second World War the task of giving 2
boost to the trade and commerce of the country as a part of the post-
war reconstruction became a necessity. Consequently, it’s planning
became a responsibility of the Commerce Depariment. In the wake
of India gaining independence and the various Departments of the
Government of India getting designated as Ministries, the Commerce
Department became Ministry of Commerce.* It became effective
from 29 August 1947, |

The above arrangement continued till February 1951 when the
Miunistry of Commerce and Industry was formed by merging certain
wings of the Ministry of Commerce and that of the Ministry of

2. For the functions allotted 1o the Ministry of Commerce in 1948 please
see Appendix XII in the Guide to the Records in the National Archives
of India, Part VI, (Ncw Declhi, 1985).
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Industries and Supplies.* The subject “Supplies” was taken over by
the Ministry of Works, Mines and Power. In September 1956, the
Ministry of Commerce and Industry was split up into scparate Minis-
trics to be designated as :—

(i) Ministry of Commerce and Consumer Industries and
(ii) Ministry of Heavy Industries.

The former took over all the functions dealt with previously in
the Commerce Division and the Consumer Industries Division of the
Ministry of Commerce and Industry.

On 17 April 1957, as a result of the re-organisation in some of
the Ministries of the Government of India, both these Ministries werc
merged together to be designated once again as the Ministry of Com-
merce and Industry, and consisted of the following Departments :—

(i) Department of Commerce and Light Industries,

(ii) Department of Chemical and Pharmaceutical Industries
and

(iii) Department of Heavy Industries.

The new Ministry of Commerce and Industry was charged with
the responsibility of works connected with the following :

National Instruments, Factory, Khadi and Village TIndustries
Board, Handicrafts Board, Silk Board, Hindustan Cables, D.D.T.
Factory, Penicillin Factory, Salt, Heavy Electrical Equipment Project,
Hindustan Machine Tools, Fertilizers, etc,

E. Indian Munitions Board, 1917-1920

The Indian Munitions Board was created with effect from 1 March
1917. TIts functions were “... to control and develop Indian re-
sources with special reference to the needs created by the war, to
regulate contracts, to limit and co-ordinate demands for articles not
manufactured and produced in India, and to apply the manufacturing
resources of India to war purposes, with the special object of reducing
demands on shipping”. The Board was entrusted with the following
heads of business :—

(i) Control of supply of material (other than food or forage)
for all Government purposes, civil or military.

(ii) Supply of war materials to or on behalf of His Majesty’s
Government, other than those furnished by Directorates
under the Army Department.

3. In 1943, as a result of the exigencies of the Second World War, the Gov-
crnment of India constituted the Department of Industries and Civil Sup-
plies. This Department functioned till 1946 when a new Department of
Industries and Supplies was formed.  After Independence the designation
of the Depurtment of Tndustries and Supplies was changed to the Minis-
try of Industries and Supplies,
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. (iti) Establishment and maintenance of new Government fac-
tories for war supplics.

(iv) Disposal of applications for priority certificates.

(v) Control of the transactions by public in respect of such
articles of actual or potential militury valuc as might be
mutually agreed upon by the Indian Munitions Board
and the Department of Commerce and Industry.

The subject heads ‘Hides and Wool’ and ‘Stores’ which had so far
been dealt within the Commerce and Industry Department were trans-
ferred to the Board with effect from 1 April and 17 September 1917
respectively.

In 1919 the work of the Priority Branch of the Railway Board
regarding control and maintenance of supply of railway materials from
the Indian rcsources, was also transferred to the Indian  Munitions
Board.

F. Board of Industries and Munitions, 1920-1921

The Indian Munitions Board was re-constituted as the Board of
Industries and Munitions with effect from 1 March 1920. The new
Board, bowever, was a temporary organisation designed to close the
war commitments of the Indian Munitions Board and to undertake the
intiinl work of industrial organisation including framiny of proposals
for creation of a new Department of Industrics. While the control
of Ordnance Factories was transferred to the Army Department, the
new Board took over the business connected with the “Electricity”
from the Public Works Department. The followinz subjects were
transferred to it from the Department of Commerce and Industry :

(i) Geology and Minerals including the Geological Survey of
India and administration of Indian Mines Act.

(ii) The Indian Explosives Act and the Indian Petroleum Act.
(iii) Salt. ®
(iv) Stationery and Printing.

(v) Inventions and Designs.

(vi) The Indian Factories Act.

(vii) Administration of various Acts relating to Steam Boilers.
(viii) Yndustries.

As a result of the formation of the Board of Industries and Muni-
tions which had taken over the work relating to Industries, the
Department of Commerce and Industry was designated as the Depart-
ment of Commerce from 1 March 1920.

On 7 May 1920, the subject “Copyright” was transferred from the
Education Department to the Board of Industries and Munitions.



G. Department of Industries, 1921-1923

On 15 February 1921, the Board of Industrics and Munitions
was abolished and in its placc a new Decpartment of Industries was
created. The work connected with the closing of war commitments
of the late Indian Munitions Board, which the Board of Industries
and Munitions had been dealing with, and the disposal of surplus
stores was entrusted to a scparatc temporary organisation under
an officer designated as Chief Controller (Surplus Stores), who assum-
cd charge on 1 January 1922,

The Department of Industries was made responsible for the
following heads of Business : (i) Geology and Minerals ingluding
Geological Survey of India and the administration of Indian Mines
Act, (ii) Salt, (iii) Indian Explosives Act and the Indian Petroleum
Act, (iv) Stationery and Printing, (v) Inventions and Designs and
Copyright, (vi) Factory and Labour Legislation, (vii) Legislation re-
lating to Steam Boilers, (viii) Industrics and Central Institutions for
Industrial Training, (ix) Storcs, (x) Legislation on the subject of
Electricity.

On 17 November 1921, the business relating to “Inter-Provincial
Migration” was also transferred from the Commerce Department to
the Industries Department. The subject “Indian Tea Cess Act X
of 1903” was, however, made over by the Industries Department to
the Commerce Department.

H. Department of Industries and Labour and its Successor Bodies,
1923-1947

With a view to effect economy in expenditure, the Public Works
Department was abolished and its functions were amalgamated with
those of the Industries Department which was then renamed as the
Department of Industries and Labour with effect from 16 April 1923.

The work relating to “Exhibitions” so far dealt within Commerce
Department and the subject “Meteorology” previously administered
in the Revenue and Agricultural Department was transferred to the
Department of Industries and Labour, while the work relating to ‘Salt’
formerly dealt within the Industries Department was transferred to
the Finance Department. The office of the Indian Stores Department
was made permanent on 6 May 1924 under Department of Industries
and Labour, and new rules were framed to regulate the purchase of
stores by all departments/offices of the Central Government ard of

the Local Governments and Administrations other than those of the
Governor’s Provinces.

- On 1 April 1930, a Central Public Works Department was consti-
tuted in which the Public Works Department, Delhi, was merged. The
new Department was made responsible for the Central Public Works
in Delhi, the United Provinces and :the Punjab (including Shimla).



It was placed under the administrative control of the Department of
Industries and Labour.

In May 1932, the broadcasting service was tuken over by
the Government of India and was placed under the administrative
control of the Department of Industries and Labour. In March
1935, the broadcasting organization was reconstituted under “Con-

troller of Broadcasting”. In June 1936, the designation was changed
to “All India Radio”.

The Department of Industries and Labour was abolished on 8
November 1937 and its functions were distributed among the Com-
merce and the two newly created Departments viz., (i) Departmeunt
of Labour and (ii) Department of Communications. The Second
World War, which commenced in 1939, led to a tremendous increase
in work. In order to cope with the work, on 20 July 1942, the Com-
munications Department was split up into two separate Departments
viz.,, Department of Posts and Air, and the Department of War
Transport. On 28 August 1946, the Department of Posts and Air
was reorganised and redesignated as the Department of Communica-
tions. The War Transport Department was renamed as the Transport
Department. Similarly, on 8 April 1946, the Department of Labour
was split up into two Departments viz. thc Department of Works,
Mines and Powcr, and the Dcpartment of Labour. In addition
to the problems relating to labour, the new Department of Labour
was entrusted with the responsibility of the rehabilitation of the civil
and military demoblised personnel. It administered and controlled
Employment Exchanges, Technical Training Centres, Labour Tribu-
nals, etc. The Department of Works, Mines and Power was, on the
other hand, entrusted with Public Works, Mines. Geological Survey,
Stationery and Printing, Boilers and Explosives.

On the attainment of Independence the administrative structure of
the Government of India underwent a major change and with effect
from 29 August 1947, the various Departments of the Central Govern-
ment Secretariat were designated as ‘Ministries’. Thus the Depart-
ment of Labour became the “Ministry of Labour”, the Department of
Commurications became the “Ministry of Communications”, and the
Department of Works, Mines and Power was designated as “Ministry
of Works, Mines and Power”.

4. For the distribution of work between the Departments of Commerce,
Communications and Labour, please see Appendix X in the Guide to the

Records in the National Archives of India, Part VIII, (New Delhi, 1985)
p. 322.
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GROWTH OF THE MINISTRY OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY

Council at Fort William
(1748)*

Public/Home Department
(1764) |

I
Revenue, Agriculture and
Commerce Department (1871)

T'inance and Commerce
Department (1879)

Commerce Izmd Industry
Department (1905)

Indian Munitions
Board (1917)

Board of Industries
and Munitions

(1920) |
Commercc Department |
(1920) |
Department of Indus-
tries (1921)
Departplent of Depariment of
lcp.dﬂsénesp ]a_nd Industries and
-ivil Supplies Lab 1923
S abour ( )l
i Labour Communication
Department of Department Department
Industries and (1937) (1937)

Supplies (1946)

. . r
Ministry of Industries Ministry of Commerce
and Supplies (1947) (1947)

Ministry of Commerce
and Industry (1951)

Ministry of Ministry of
Commerce and Heavy
Consumer Industries

Industries (1956) (1956)
| —
|

Ministry of Commerce
and Industry (1957)

*National Archives of India has in its custody recordsin regular series
from 1748, :
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RECORDS AVAILABLE IN THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES OF INDIA

A. Commerce and Industry Department . . . . 1905-1920
B. Commerce Department . . . . . . . 1920-1947
C. Ministry of Commerce . . . . . . . 1947-1951
D. Ministry of Commerce and Industry . . . . . 1951-19%6
E. Indian Munitions Board . . . . . . . 1917-1920
F. Board of Industries and Munitions . . . . . 1920-1921
G. Industries Department . . . . . . . 1921-1923
H. Industries and Labour Department . . . . . 1923-1937

1. Other Groups . . .

Separate Annual Indices of all the above groups, except Indian Munitions
Board and Board of Industries and Munitions, are available. Indices of the Mini-
stry of Commerce and Industry are available upto 1953 only. Annual indices of
Departments of Home; Finance; Revenue, Agriculture and Commerce; and Finance
and Commerce may, however, be consulted for the records prior to 1908.

Sl. Description Inclusive Bulk
No. years — A ~—
Bundles Volumes
1 2 3 4
@ (i)
A. COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY DEPARTMENT
1905-1920
Name of the Branch
I. Acetone . . . . . . 1917 1 4
> Carbide . . . . . . 1905-1915 4 17
3. Cash . . . . . . 1905-1920 2 -
4. Civil Aviation . . . . . 1919-1920 k] 4
5. Coal . . . . o . 1917-1920 s 12
6. Coal and Iron . . . . . 1905 1 —
7. Commerce . . . . . 1905-1918 1 —_
8. Commerce (War) . . . . 1914-1920 6 8
9. Commerce and Trade . . . . 1905-1917 37 135
10. Commercial Exhibitions . . . 1905-1916 4 43
11. Commercial Intelligence . . . 1917-1920 3 12
12. Companies . . . . . 1912-1916 5 40
13, Companies Law . . . . . 1916-1920 1 4
14, Cotton Duties . . . . . 1905-1916 4 15
15. Customs . . . 1905-1916 53 137

16. Customs Duties (including Cotton Excise) 1917-1920 9 48
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1 2 3

@
17. Customs Establishments 1906-1920 22
18. Customs and Statistics 1919-1920 1
19. Economic Products 1905-1910 4
20. Electricity . 1906-1911 4
21. Emigration 1905-1920 65
22. Excise 1910-1916 33
23. Excise General 1917-1920 5
24, Explosives . 1905-1920 11
25. Factories 1905-1920 12
26. Fisheries . . 1905-1920 7
27. Foreign Trade (including Dyes) 1917-1920 7
28. General . . 1905-1920 33
29, Geology and Minerals 1905-1919 41
30. Geology and Mines Establishment 1917-1920 3
31. Imports and Export Regulations 1917-1920 43
32. Industries 1905-1920 27
33. Inland Navigation 1917-1920 3
34. Insurance 1913-1920 10
35. Internal Land Trade . . 1905-1907 2

36. Internal Trade (including Commercial
Exhibitions) 1917-1920 6
37. Inventions and Designs 1905-1911 5
38. Intoxicating Drugs 1918-1920 3
39. Jute, Hides and Wool . 1917 6
40. Lascar Seamen 1918-1920 6
41. Library 1905-1920 7
42. Lighting of Coasts 1905-1916 4
43, Liquor Excise 1918-1920 3
44, Merchandise Marks 1905-1920 6
45, Merchant Shipping 1905-1920 38
46. Minerals 1920 1
47. Mineral Resources 1917-1920 5
48, Mines Regulations 1917-1920 3
49, Patents and Designs 1912-1920 2
50, Petroleum 1905-1920 9
51, Ports and Lighting . 1917-1920 3
52, Ports, Port Dues and Pilotage 1905-1916 21
53. Post Office . 1905-1920 36
54. Post and Telegraph ] 1906-1919 1
55, Post and Telegraph Establishment 1914-1920 20
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1 3
(i) (ii)
56. Post Office Establishment . 1911-1914 L] 6
57. Practical Arts and Museums . 1905-1910 6 18
58. Purchase Schemes . . 1918-1920 11 8
59. Railways . . . 1905-1911 S 3
60. Railway Questions . . . 190 5-1908 1 2
61, Sajt . . . 1910-1916 10 s
62, Salt and Saltpetre . . . 1917-1920 9 9
63. Salt Establishment . . 1918-1920 3 5
64. Shipping Control . . . 1917-1920 12
65. Stationery and Printing . 1905-1920 21 k]|
66. Statistics . . . 1905-1920 10 57
67. Steam Boilers . . 1905-1920 4 27
68. Stores . . . 1905-1916 34 115
69. Stores and Plant . . 1917 3 19
70. Suspected Firms . 1919 — 4
71. Telegraphs . . . . 1905-1920 52 34
72, Telegraph Establishment . 1905-1914 22 23
73. Trade After The War :
i. Cotton . . . . 1919 2 6
ii. Dyes . . . . 1919-1920 2 4
iii. General . . . 1919-1920 2 4
iv. Hides, Skins and Leather -. 1919-1920 2 4
v. Imperial Preference . . 1919-1920 1 4
vi. Japanese Activities . 1919-1920 1 4
vii, Jute . . . . 1919-1920 1 4
viii. Oleaginous Products . 1919-1920 1 5
iX. Rubber . . . . 1919 1 4
X. Wool . . . . 1919-1920 1 5
74. Trading by Foreigners . . . 1917-1920 18 1
75. Weights and Measures . 1905-1920 1 48
76. Wheat . . . 1917-1920 2 16
B. COMMERCE DEPARTMENT
1920-1946
Name of the Branch
1. Actuarial . . 1922-1923 1 2
2. Administration (Commerce Establishment)  1945-1946 1 —
3. Assam Labour and Emigration Act 1921 — 11
4, Cash . . . . . 1920-1924 1 —
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1 2 3
@) (ii)
5. Civil Aviation . . . 1920-1921 3 2
6. Coal . . . . . . . 1920-1921 1 4
7. Commerce . . . . . 1920-1946 61 —_
8. Commerce (War) 1920-1921 3 6
9. Commercial Education . . . 1920 1 3
10. Commercial Intelligence 1920-1923 8 8
11. Company Law Ce 1920-1923 5 8
12. Customs Duties (including Cotton Excise) 1920-1923 11 2
13. Customs Establishment 1920-1923 11 3
14. Ecclesiastical 1924-1928 i
15. Emigration 1920-1921 7
16. Enemy Trading (A) 1941-1946 2 -
17. Enemy Trading (B) 1942-1946 1 —
18. Establishment 1923-1936 8 -
19. Excise General 1920-1923 3 3
20. Exhibition . . . . . 1923 1 -
21. Export Trade Control Ce 1942-1946 1 —
22, Fisheries . 1920-1923 3 4
23. Foreign Trade 1920-1923 11 7
24. General . . 1920-1939 32 7
25. Import and Export Regulatjons 1920-1922 4 7
26. Import Trade Control 1941-1946 1 -
27. Inland Navjgation 1920-1923 3 8
28. Insurance . 1920-1943 42 8
29. Internal Trade 1920-1923 7 8
30. Intoxicating Drugs 1920-1923 4 3
31. Lascar Seamen 1920-1923 7 8
32, Library 1920-1938 8 -
33. Liquor Excise 1920-1923 3 4
34, Merchandise Marks 1920-1923 3 1
35. Mercantile Marine—1I 1929-1941 54 —_
36. Mercantile Marine-I1I . . . . 1929-1946 4 —
37. Mercantile Marine-111 1944-1946 2 —_
38. Merchant Shipping 1920-1923 15 8
39. Office Establjshment and Cash 1923 2 —_
40, Ports and Lighthouses . 1930-1937 7 —
41. Ports and Lighting 1920-1923 10 5
42, Post Office . . . . . . 1920-1921 5 2
43, Post & Telegraph Establjshment . . 1920-1921 14 2
44. Purchase Schemes 1920-1921 2 6
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1 2

3
_ . Q) (ii)
45, Shipping 1923-1929 54 -—
46. Shipping Control 1920-1923 3 8
47, Stamps . . . . 1921-1923 2 30
48 Statistics . . . . 1920-1923 5 8
49. Stores . . . . 1938 1 —
50. Suspected Firms . . . 1920 - 1
51. Tariffs . . . . . 1923-1940 43 6
52. Tariff Valuations . 1923-1924 1 —_
53. Telegraphs . 1920-1921 8 2
54, Trade After The War :
i. Cotton 1920-1921 1 6
ii. Dyes . 1920-1921 2 8
iii, General . . . 1920-1921 2 6
iv. Hides, Skins and Leather . 1920-1921 3 6
v. Imperial Preference . 1920-1921 2 6
vi. Japanese Actjvities . 1920-1921 1 6
vii. Jute . . . . 1920-1921 1 6
vjii. Oleaginous Products . 1920 1 3
ix. Wool - . . 1920-1921 1 5
55. Trading by Foreigners . . 1920-1921 8 —_
56, Treaty and Ecclesiastical . 1929-1935 48 —
57. Treaty . . 1936-1946 17 —
58. Weights and Measures 1920-1923 1 6
59. Wireless Telegraphy (Shipping) . 1923 1 12
C. MINISTRY OF COMMERCE
1947-1951
Naine of the Branch
1. Administration . . . 1947-1950 1 —
2. Enemy Trading (A) . . 1947-1950 1 —
3. Export Trade Control - . 1947-1950 1 —
4, Mercantile Marine III - . 1947-1948 2 —
5. Territorial (America) . 1950 1 —
6. Treaties . . . . 1947-1950 2 _—
D. MINISTRY OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY
1951-1956
Name of the Branch
1. Admijnistration . . 1951-19506 l —
2. Establishment (A) . . 1951 1 —_
3. Export Trade Control . 1951 1 —_—
4. Tariff (A) . 1951 1 —
5. Tercitorinl (America) . . 1951 | —
6. Territorial (Furope) . . 1951 i —
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1 2 3
() (ii)
E. INDIAN MUNITIONS BOARD
1917-1920
Name of the Branch
1. Chemicals and Minerals . . . 1917-1920 13 —_
2. Establishments . . . . . 1917-1920 5 —_
3. Exports and Imports . . . . 1917-1920 1 —
4. General . . . 1917-1920 1 —_
5. Hides and Wool . . 1917-1920 1 —
6. Home Indents 1918-1919 1 —
7. Industrial Intelligence . 1917-1920 15 -
8. Post-war . 1919 1 —
9, Priority . 1917-1920 2 —
10. Steam Boilers 1920 1 _
11. Stores 1917-1920 3 —
12. Textiles 1918-1919 2 —
13. Wool 1918 1 —
F. BOARD OF INDUSTRIES AND MUNITIONS
1920-1921

Name of the Branch

1. Chemicals and Minerals 1920-1921 5 —

2. Electricity . 1920 1 —

3. Establishment 1920-1921 5 —

4, Explosives . 1920-1921 1 —_

5. Factories 1920-1921 1 —

6. General . 1920-1921 3 —

7. Geology and Minerals . 1920-1921 1 —

8. Geology and Minerals Establishment’ 1920-1921 1 —_

9. Industrial Exhibition . 1920 1 -—
10. Industrial Intelligence . 1920 5 —
11. Industries 1920-1921 3 —
12. Labour 1920-1921 2 —
13, Leather 1920 1 —
14, Mineral Resources . 1920-1921 2 —
15. Mines Regulations 1920-1921 1 —
16. Patents and Designs 1920-1921 1 —
17. Petroleum . 1920-1921 1 —
18. Stationery and Printing 1920-1921 1 —
19. Stores 1920-1921 5 —
20. Tea Cess 1920 1 —
21. Industrial Education 1920 1 -
22. Technical Education 1921921 1 —



1%

1 2 3
@ (i)
G. INDUSTRIES DEPARTMENT
1921-1923

Name of the Branch

1. Chemicals . . . . . . 1921-1923 2 20
2, Electricity . . . . . . 1921-1923 2 —
3. Establishment . . . . . 1921-1923 4 —_
4. Explosives . . . . . 1921-1923 1 —_

5. Factorjes 1921-1923 2 —

6. General . . . . . 1921-1923 4 —
7. Geology and Mijnerals . . 1921-1923 1 -—
8. Geology and Minerals Establjshment . 1921-1923 6 -
9. Industrial Exhibition . . . 1921-1923 1 —_
10. Industrial Intelligence . . 1921-1923 2 26
11. Industries . . . . 1921-1923 3 26
12. Inter-Provincial Migration . 1921-1923 i —_
13, Labour . . . . 1921-1923 11 —
14, Leather . . . . . 1921-1923 1 —_
15. Mineral Resources . . 1921-1923 3 —
16. Mines Regulations . 1921-1923 3 —
17. Mining and Geological Educatjon 1921-1923 1 —_
18. Patents and Desjgns . . . 1921-1923 3 25
19. Petroleum . . . . 1921-1923 1 —_
20, Stationery and Printing . . 1921-1923 10 —
21. Steam Bojlers . . . . 1921-1923 1 —_
22, Stores . . . . . 1921-1923 9 25
23, Tea Cess . . . . . 1921 1 —_
24, Technica] Education . . . . 1921-1923 2 —_—
H. INDUSTRIES AND LABOUR DEPARTMENT

1923-1937

Name of the Branch

1. Accounts Civil Works . . 1923-1935 15 —_
2. Accounts General . . . 1923-1935 14 —
3, Accounts Irrjgation . . . 1924-1935 4 —
4, Chemicals . . . . . 1923-1937 1 —_

5. Civil Avijation . . . . . 1923-1933 2 —
6. Civi] Works—Bujlding . . . 1923-1936 9 -
7. Civil Works—Communications . . 1923-1937 2 —_
8. Civil Works —lrrigation . . 1923-1935 18 —
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1 2 3 4
(i) (ii)
-9. Civil Works—Miscellaneous . 1923-1935 7 —
10. Copyright . 1924-1937 1 —_
11, Decoratjon . 1927-1935 3 —
12. Electricity . . . . . 1923-1935 4 —_
13. Establishment . . . . 1923-1935 17 —_
14, Explosives . . . . . 1923-1935 5 -
15. Factories 1923-1935 9 —
16. General . . 1923-1935 20 -
17. Geology and Minerals . . 1923-1935 32 —
18. Geology and Minerals Establjshment 1923 1 —
19, Industrial Intelligence . 1923-1927 1 —
20. Industry 1923-1936 13 —_—
21, Inter-Provincial Mjgratjon 1923-1935 6 —
22. Labour 1923-1935 42 —_—
23. Leather 1927 1 —_
24, Meteorology 1923-1934 14 _
25. Mineral Resources 1923 1 —_
26, Mining and Geological Education 1923 1 —
27. Patents and Designs 1923-1937 9 —
28, Petroleum . 1923-1925 3 —
29. Post Office . 1923-1930 7 —_
30. Post and Telegraph 1923-1927 1 —_—
3!. Posts and Telegraphs Establishment 1923-1931 16 —
32, Posts and Telegraphs General 1923-1932 7 —_
33, Public Works Establishment 1923-1935 20 —_
34. Public Works General . 1923-1935 16 —_
35, Stationery and Printing 1923-1937 25 —_
36. Steam Boilers 1923-1935 4 —_
37. Stores . . . . 1923-1936 30 -
38. Technical Education 1923-1935 4 —_—
39. Telegraph . . . . 1923-1927 10 —_
I. OTHER GROUPS
1. Director General of Post offices 1905-1920 1 -
2. Dijrector General of Posts and Telegraphs 1905-1920 1 —_
3. Office of the Consulting Engineer 1923-1930 2 -
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SOME SIGNIFICANT DOCUMENTS AVAILABLE IN THE

1.

12

10.

SERIES

Quanuty of salt manufactured and the revenue derived

from it since the commencement of the monopoly, 1780~
93.

Finance, Separate Revenue, 8 May 1795, No. 4.

. Revised arrangements for conducting the business of the

Opium Department.

Finance, Separate Revenu:, 28 March 1815, No. 16 and
30 May 1815, Nos. 19-20.

. Constitution of the Board of Customs. Salt and Opium and

the transfer thercto of the powers hitherto exercised by the
Board of Trade and Revenue in matters relating to salt,
opium and customs.

Finance, Separate Revenue, 30 April 1819, Nos. 1, 12
and 14.

Steam navigation encouraged by the exemption of steam-
vessels from payment of export duty on Indian coal used
by them on a voyage.

Finance, Separate Revenue, 5 April 1830, Nos. 5-6.

. Reduction of duty on cotton yarns manufactured in India.

Finance, Separate Revenue. 25 May 1830, Nos. 1-3.

. Rules encouraging exportation of country spirits by sea as

merchandise.
Finance, Separate Revenue, 1 January 1830. Nos. 5-8.

. Export duty on rice raised to lower the price of the article

for home consumers.

Finance, Separate Revenue, 23 October 1857, Nos. 9-
12.

. Extension of the Imperial Telegraph system in the Marwar

and Bikaner States.

Commerce and Industry, Telegraphs ‘A’, September 1905,
Nos. 8-11.

. Proposed introduction of a uniform system of welghts and

measures in Madras Presidency.

Commerce and Industry, Weights and Measures ‘A’
January 1906. Nos. 1-3.

Development of the coal fields at Ballarpur in the Chanda
district of the Central Provinces.

Commerce and Industry, Geology and Minerals ‘A’,
August 1906. Nos. 8-11.

3510 Archive /87
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14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

20

Mode of recording imports of spirits in the trade returns of
the Customs Houses at Calcutta and Chittagong.

Commerce and Industry, Statistics ‘A’, March 1907, Nos.
1-2.

. Scheme for the establishment of Zoological Survey of India.

Commerce and Industry, Practical Arts and Museums ‘A’
October 1906, Nos. 1-2.

. Refusal of the Governor of French Settlements in India to

accept the concession exempting from customs dues par-
cels intended only for French officials at Chandernagore
and not for merchants and private individuals.

Commerce and Industry, Customs ‘A’, March 1907, Nos.
15-16.
Liability to import duty on ornaments made in England
from precious stones sent from India.
Commerce and Industry, Customs ‘A’, July 1907, Nos.
49-50.
Conference of Curators of Museums in India.
Commerce and Industry, Practical Arts and Museum ‘A’.
December 1907, Nos. 1-17.
Provision of Post Offices at Railway Stations.
Commerce and Industry. Railways ‘A’, March 1907, No. 1.
Measures taken by the associations of millers in the United
Kingdom for co-operation with Government of India in
improving the purity of Indian wheat and a suggestion by

Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire Flour Millers Association
for increasing the yield of Indian wheat.

Commerce and Industry. Commerce and Trade ‘A’, Feb-
ruary 1908. Nos. 1-2.
Steps taken for the improvement of the lighting and chart-
ing of Sind coast.
Commerce and Industry. Lighting of Coast ‘A’, November
1908, Nos. 1-5.
Supply of chrome iron ore in India.

Commerce and Industry, Geology and Minerals, ‘A’ Octo-
ber 1908, Nos. 5-8.

Suggestions made by the Chief Inspector of Explosives to
prevent accidents of dangerous petroleum.

Commerce and Industry, Petroleum ‘A’ May 1909, Nos.
1-7.
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22.

23.

25.

26.

28.

29.

30.

21

Establishment of a wireless telegraph station at Calcutta.
Commerce and Industry, Telegraphs ‘A’, January 1909,
Nos. 1-13.

Final report on the Indian Section of the Franco-English
Exhibition, 1908.

Commerce and Industry, Commercial Exhibition ‘A’, Feb-
ruary 1910, Nos. 1-5.

Participation of India in the International Conference on
Customs Statistics to be held at Brussels in September 1910.

Commerce and Industry, Statistice ‘A’, September 1910,
Nos. 1-5.

. Adoption of uniform method for the levy of landing and

shipping fees on firewood at ports in the Madras Presidency.
Commerce and Industry, Ports, Port Dues and Pilotage
‘A’, May 1911, Nos. 6-7.

Participation of India in the Sixth International Congress of
Chambers and Commercial and Industrial Associations to
be held at Paris in June 1914,

Commerce and Industry. Commerce and Trade ‘A’, May
1914, Nos. 1-6.

Trading with the Enemy (War Book).

Commerce and Industry, Commerce and Trade ‘A’, Octo-
ber 1914, Nos. 50-62.

. Hostile Foreigners trading in India.

Commerce and Industry, Commerce and Trade °‘A’, De-
cember 1914, Nos. 50-69.

Proclamations declaring articles to be treated as of War.

Commerce and Industry, Commerce and Trade ‘A’, Octo-
ber 1914, Nos. 1-18.

Correspondence between India Oflice and the London
Houses of the Agent firms in India in connection with the
scheme for the export of wheat from India on Government
account.

Commerce and Industry, Commerce and Trade ‘A’. July
1915, Nos. 180-189.

Resolution regarding Imperial Preferences adopted by Lord
Balfour’s Committee on Commercial and Industrial Policy
after the war.

Commerce and Industry, Trading by Foreigners ‘A’, April
1915, No. 115.



31.

32.

33.

35.

39,

40.

22

Proposals for the establishment of a permanent Commer-
cial Museum at Calcutta.

Commerce and Industry, Commercial Exhibition ‘A’,
February 1916, Nos. 1-11.

Treatment of hostile firms in the Punjab.

Commerce and Industry, Trading by Foreigners ‘A’, June
1917, Nos. 1-2.

Interim report on the jute presented by the Textile Com-
mittee.

Comunerce and Industry, Trading by Foreigners “A’, May
1917, No. 131.

. Treatment ot enemy or alien shipping atter the War.

Commerce and Industry, Trading by Foreigners °‘A’,
March 1918, No. 13.

Formation of the Mines Equipment Priority Committee and
the Kolar Gold Field Priority Committee for scruitinising
and recommending priority applications in respect of plant
and equipment required for collievies and gold mines res-
pectively in India.

Indian Munitions Board. Priovity "A°. May 1918, Nos.
25-91.

. Purchuse and stores of oil seeds in India for shipment to

British and Allied munufacturers after the War.

Commerce and Industry, ‘Trading by  Foreigners "A°
June 1918, Nos. 3-06. ‘

. 3cheme for the munufacture in India of casks for vegetable

ol

Indian Munitions Board. Industrial (ntelligence "A’. April
1919, Nos. 1-71. File No. 1. 346/1919 (Part 1) I-I.

. Report of the committee appointed o consider the future

development of the town of Jamshedpur aind the surround-
ing country.

Indian Munitions Board, Industrial Intelligence Part B,
July 1919, No. 1. File No. 1. 527/1919.

Schemce for the manufacture of standard cloth.
Commerce and Industry. Internal Trade A’ July 1919.
Nos. 1-23.

Views of the Government of India on the Resolution of

the Imperial War Conference. 1918,

Commerce and Industry, ‘Trade after War “A’, July 1919,
Nos. 1-6.



41.
- vessels and restricting the employment of Indian Lascars

44.

45.

46.

47.

. Proposed establishment of & monopoly Air

23

Question of closing the Indian coastal trade 10 foreign
on such vessels.

Comunerce and Industry, Shipping Control "A’, Septem-
ber 1919, Nos. 29-30.

. Notes on mineral production and mining for inclusion in

the Moral Progress Report.

Commerce and Industry, Mineral ‘Deposit’ 1920, No.
15.

Transport
Commerce, Civil Aviation ‘A°, May 1920, Nos. 70-86.

Company.

Observation of the Government of India en the draft ordi-

nance to provide for the well-being and control of immi-
grant labourers in Ceylon.

Commerce, Emigration ‘A’. November 1920. Nos. 132-
148.

Education of Factory children in India.

Board of Industries and Munitions, File No. L-858 (i),
November 1920.

Report on Labour strikes received from the Departments
of the Government of India.

Industries, Labour, File No. L-811(i), January 1921,
Serial Nos. 1-3.

Proceedings of the Washington International Labour Con-

. ference, the draft conventions and recominendations adopt-

48.

49.

ed by it and the report of the Government delegates to
it.

Industries, Labour, File No. L-807(i), May 1921,
Serial Nos. 1-36.

Inclusion of India among the eight states of chief industrial
importance.

Industries, Labour, Part-B, February 1923, Nos. 1-4,
File No. L-808 (10).

Resolution in the Legislative Assembly regarding the intro-
duction of legislation prohibiting the cinployment of women
in factories and mines six weeks before and six wecks after
child birth and providing for an adequate maternity allo-
wance during the period thus caused.

Industry and Labour, Labour, File No. L-920, 1923,
Collection No. 3-A, Serial Nos. 29-34,
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51.

52.

53.

54.

36.

(9]
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. Formal inauguration of New Delhi.
Industry and Labour, Public Works Branch, Civil Works—
Buildings, File No. 8-50 (176), May 1931.

Economic Report of Iraq.
Commerce, ‘C’, File No. 43-¢(25)/1933.

Original Agreements of E. C. Gentry, Architect in connec-

tion with the construction of new capital in New Delhi.
Industry and Labour, Establishment (Works), File No.
33 (83)/1934.

A note on the history of the Central Public Works Depart-
ment.

Industries and Labour, Public Works Establishment, Collec-

tion No. 61, File No. E/16 of 1936, Serial No. 531.
Economic Position and Prospects of the Colonial Empire.

Commerce, ‘C’, November 1938, File No. 5-C(9)/38.

. Rehabilitation of trade with Germany.
Commerce, TL Europe ‘B’ January 1951, Nos. 1-86,
File No. 117-CB(6)46 TL/Eur.
Policy regarding allocation for export of certain piecegoods
and yarn during the year 1947.

Commerce E.F.C. (A) ‘B’, January 1951, Nos. 1-111,
File No. 67-CW(27)/46.

. Report from the Indian Government Trade Commissioner,

Alexandria, on the Prospects of post-war trade between
India and the Middle East countries.

Commerce and Industry, March 1951, File No. 30-C(2)/
46, TL (ASU), Serial Nos. 1-4, ‘B’.



MINISTRY OF EDUCATION

For many years after the East India Company had acquired the
status of a territorial power, it did not have a specialised agency to
look after educational matters, though it also had very little to do with
cducation. But interest in education grew with the ecstablischment of
the Culcuita Madrassa by Warren Hastings in 1781 and business con-
nected with it received attention of the Public Department in Bengal.
In Bombay and Madras Presidencies, it was the Revenue Department
that looked after the subject. This practice was adopted in Bengal
too in 1785 when the subject of education was passed on from the
Public to Revenue Department and it remained there till 181S5.
Subsequently, this work was transferred to the Revenue Branch of the
Territorial Department.

On 18 July 1823. the subject of education came under the control
of the Persian Branch of the Political Department, as the Government
was then wedded to the idea of promoting oriental form cf educa-
tion, with its emphasis on Persian and Sanskrit learning. But when
the post of Persian Secretary in the Political Department was abolished
in August 1830, this subject was transferred to the General Department.
On 1 May 1843, General Department was redesignated as Home
Department and education remained with the Public Branch of Home
Department iill 1856. The Political Department, however, continucd
to look after educational matters in the Indian States and areas under
its direct charge.?

The year 1854 saw a significant development in the history of
education in India, when Sir Charles Wood, President of the Board
of Control, urged, among other things, establishment of a Department
of Public Instructions in each Province. Accordingly, in 1855
Department of Public Instruction was set up in each province to
advise the Provincial Government on all educational matters. How-
ever, establishment of Universities of Calcutta, Bombay and Madras
in January 1857 meant an enormous increase of work for the Public
Brainch of Home Department. Consequently, a separate Education
Branch was created in the Home Department in 1857 to deal with
educational matters.

With the creation of the Education Branch, efforts were made to
centralise all matters concerning education and on 4 QOctober 1861
educational matters relating to Punjab, Oudh, Central Provinces,

1. Records relating the Bengal Presidency of this period are available
in the West Bengal State Archives at Calcutta. For details, sec
Guide to the Records in State Archives of West Bengal, Part I,
1758-1858 (Calcutta, 1977).

2. Political Department became a branch of the Foreign Department
in May 1843,
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Madras and Coorg, British Burma, Central India, Rajputana, Hydera-
bad and Rewa were transferred to it from the Foreign Department.
However, the pressing need for economy in expenditure on civil
administrative departments led the Government of India to re-distri-
bute the work of various Departments on 1 July 1879. Consequently,
Education along with Industry, Science, and Art was brought under
the Education Branch of the newly created Home, Revenue and
Agriculture Department. Though Revenue and Agriculture Wwings
were separated from the Home Department in 1881, yet matters re-
lating to Education, Examinations, Industrial Arts, Museums and Exhi-
bitions continued to rcmain with the Education Branch of the Home
Department,3

There was considerable educational activity following submissicn
of Hunter Commission Report and to consider the plans for improve-
ment of education in the country, a conference on education was
convened by the Government in September 1901.* As a result of
these deliberations, the post of Director General of Education was
created. The Director General of Education henceforth became the
principal adviser to the Governor General in Council and Provincial
Governments on all educational matters. Another outcome of the
Conference was the appomtment of University Commission in 1902
to enquire into the working of the Indian Universities. lL.ord Curzon
sought to bring under Government control the Universities and affi-
liated colleges as well as private schools, and this was achieved
through the Universities Act of 1904. All these obviously necessi-
tated further administrative changes and a separate Education Depart-
ment was created on 9 December 1910 under the control of a new
Education Member of the Governor General’s Council. The new
Department took over from the Home Department all works relating
to Education, Local-Self Government, Sanitation, Ecclesiastical
Affairs, Museums, Archaeology, Census, Gazetteers, Record Office,
Imperial Library, etc.

On 13 February 1911, certain other heads of work like Ortho-
graphy of Indian names, Congress of Orientalists, Ethnography, Zoo-
logical Gardens, Oriental Languages, Linguistic Survey, and Com-
memoration of Notable Buildings, which were till then dealt within
the Home Department were transferred to the newly created Educa-
tion Department.

As a result of the changes that were introduced with the creation
of a separate Education Department, the post of Director General of
Education was rendered redundant and was accordingly abolished.
But evidence tendered before the Decentralisation Commission as also
realisation by the Government of India that the Director-General had
been instrumental ‘in presenting an appreciation of provincial distinc-
tions and difficulties before the Government of India led to the revival

3. Towards the end of 1881, work relating to exhibitions was re-
allocated to the Revenue and Agriculture Department

4, The Hunter Commission, headed by Sir William Hunter had bcen
appointed by Lord Ripon’s Government in February 1882.
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of the post of Director-General of Education in February 1915 which
was now designated as Educational Commissioner to the Govern-
ment of India. Simultaneously, a Bureau of Education was set up
under the charge of a Curator, and its duties included collection and
collation of information on educational matters in India and abroad,
and publication of reports and pamphlets on educational matters.

With the implementation of the Government of India Act of
1919, all educational responsibilities, except for those connected with
such Universities as might be declared to be of all India character
by the Governor General in Council, colleges for the Indian Chiefs,
and educational institutions for the benefit of the Armed Forces and
other public servants, were vested with the Provincial Government.
Further the Centre reserved to itself the right to legislate on questions
regarding establishment, constitution and functioning of the new
Universities and questions affecting jurisdiction of any Universities
outside any Province. Though under the Act, the Centre was con-
stitutionally not to exercise any control over cducational matters, nor
was it to co-ordinate the cducational activities of the Provinces, yet
in order to maintain a liaison between the Government of India and
the Provincial Governments, a Central Advisory Board v:as constituted
in 1920. Other major functions of the Board werc 1o advise the
Government of India and the Provincial Governments on mniatters
connected with Universitics in India as also on general educational
problems. In 1923, the Board was abolished as an economy measure.

Under the Act of 1919, subjects like Public Health, Sanitation
and Medical Administration were brought under the purview of the
Provincial Governments, though Centre’s responsibility relating to
these subjects was exercised through the Home Department. In
March 1921 this charge was transferred from the Home- Department
to the Education Department, as a result of which the Education
Department was re-named as the Department of Education and
Health. In April 1923 in the interest of economy in expenditure.
the Education and Health Department was amalgamated with the
Revenue and Agriculture Department and was designated as the
Department of Education, Health and Lands. The Bureau of Edu-
cation was also abolished a month later.

Withdrawal of Central Government from active participation in
educational administration, however, received adverse comments from
the Hartog Committee which recommended that the Government of
India sliould be constitutionally put in a position so as to make good
the financial deficiencies in the field of provincial education, wherever
necessary. The Government of India met these views only half way,
and re-constituted the Central Advisory Board of Education on 8
August 1935. The chief function of the Board was to advise the
Central Government on such educational matters that might be
referred to it either by the Centre or by the Provinces. Further, the
Bureau of Education, which had been earlier abolished as a measure
of economy on the recommendations of the Inchcape Committee of
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1921, was revived in June 1937 to facilitate the Board function effec-
tively. In June 1945, the University Grants Committee was consti-
tuted to deal with various universities in an advisory and consultative
capacity, and to coordinate their activities,

By this time, the Department of Education, Health and Lands
had become quite unwieldy, and in the interest of efficiency, the
Department was split on 1 September 1945 into three scparate
Departments, viz. (i) Department of Education, (ii) Department of
Health, and (iii) Department of Agriculture.?

With a view to develop technical education in the country, an All
India Council for Technical Education was set up in November 1945
by the Government. It was to be an advisory body, and its main
function was to make a survey of the country as a whole for higher
technical education, and to make recommendations for the establish-
ment of specific types of technical institutions in various parts of
India. On 2 August 1946, matters connected with Association of
Moral and Sacial Hygiene in India, including Children’s Court, and
Victoria Memorial Hall, Calcutta, were transferred from the Home to
the Education Department.

On India gaining independence various Departments of the Gov-
ernment were designated as Ministries. Accordingly, Depariment of
Education became Ministry of Education in August 1947 and re-
mained under the charge of a Cabinet Minister. In 1948 the Miuis-
try of Elducation was administratively divided into four Divisions, viz,
(i) Administration and Cultural Division, (ii) Development Division,
(iii) Scholarship Division, and (iv) Technical Education Division.®

In April 1957 functions pertaining to Scientific Research were
added to the Ministry of Education and it was now designated as
Ministry of Education and Scientific Research.” Education, Cultural
Activities and Physical Education, and Scientific Research and Techni-
cal Education, constituted its three Departments. However, in the
reorganisation plan of 1958, Department of Education was redesig-

5. Department of Education dealt with all matters relating to general
education in India (excluding professional education), administration
of Benares Hindu University and Aligarh Muslim University, Impe-
rial Library, Indian Museum, Imperial War Museum and Victoria
Memorial. Registration of unofficial books, libraries, museums and
records was entrusted to this Department. It also dealt with the
work relating to Archaeology, Anthropology, Copyright, Literary
Societies, etc.

6. For the functions allotted to the Ministry of Education in 1948,
please see Appendix XI in the Guide to the Records in the National
Archives of India, Part IV, (New Delhi, 1985).

7. Department of Scientific Research was created in June 1948 with a
view to give boost to scientific research in the country. It became
a Ministry in January 1951 when matters concerning Natural Re-
sources were added. The new Ministry was designated as Ministry
of Natural Resources and Scientific Research.
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nated as Ministry of Education, while Department of Cultural Acti-
vities and Physical Education, and Scientific Research and Technical
Education were named as Ministry of Scientific Research and Cul-
tural Affairs.
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" 'GROWTH OF THE MINISTRY OF EDUCATION

. . .:Public Department
(1764)

Revenue Department
(178%)

Territorial Department
(1815)

Political Department
(1823)

General Dgpartment
(1830)

|
Home Department
(1843)

l

|
Department of Education
(1910)

l)epartmenit of Education
and Health (1921)

|

Department of Educatjon,
Health and Lands

(1923) ‘ ‘
Department of Department of Department of
Education Health Agriculture
(1945) (1945) (1945)

Ministry of Education
(1947)

Ministry of Education
and Scientific Research

(1957)
Ministry of Ministry of
Education Scientific
(1958) Research and

Cultural Affairs .
(1958)
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RECORDS AVAILABLE IN THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES OF INDIA

A Education Department . . . . 1910-1921
B. Education and Health Department . . 1921-1923
C. Education, Health and Lar.ds Dep:irtment 1923-1945
D. Department of Education . . . . 1945.1947
E. Ministry of Education/Ministry of Education

& Scientific Research . . ) . 1947-1960
F. Other Groups

Separatc Annual Indices of all the above groups are available upto
1945 only. Annual Indices of Departments of Public. Politic.] (Persizn)
Foreign, Home, and Home Revenue ard Agriculture may be consulted for
records prior to 1910.

Si. Description Inclusive Bulk
No. years
Bandles Volumes
| T 2 . 3 o 4
(i) (ii)

A. EDUCATION DEPARTMENT
1910—1921

Name of the Branch :

I. Archacology and Epigraphy - 1910-1921 31 34
2. Books Distribution . . . 1912-1921 3 13
3. Books General . . . 1910-1921 14 213
4. Books and Publicution . ) 1910-1912 6 13
5. Ecclesiastical . . . . 1911-1921 42 -
6. Education . . . . 1911-1921 171 229
7. Examinations . . . . 1911-1921 18 ki
8. General . . . . . 1910-1921 40 9
9. Local Bourd : . . 1910-1921 17 27
10, Municipalit ¢s . . . 1911-1921 61 59
11. Museums . . . . 1911-1921 8 20
12. Sanitary s 1910-1921 108 98
13. Zoological Survey . . . 1916-1921 3 12

B. EDUCATION AND HEALTH DEPARTMENT
- 1921—1923

Name of the Branch :

1. Archaeology and Epigraphy . 1921-1923 A 3
2. Books Distribution . . . 1921-1923 4 —
3. Books General . . . 1921-1923 5 2
4. Ecclesiastical . . . 1921-1923 0 _—
5. Education . . . . 1921-1923 13 8
6. Examination . . . . 1921-1923 2 2
7. General . . . ) . 1921-1923 7 2
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1 2 3 4
(i)
8. Local Board 1921-1923 1
9. Medical 1921-1923 |
10. Municipalities 1921-1923 10
11. Museums 19211923 l
12. Sanitary 1921-1923 I
13. Zoological Survey 1921-1923 2
C. EDUCATION, HEALTH AND LANDS DEPARTMENT
1923—194%
Name of the Branch :
1. Agriculture 1923-1944 119
2. Books Distribution . 1923-1941 5
3. Ecclesiastical . 1923.1924 3
4. Education 1923-1944 118
5. Food Production 1943-1944 5
6. Forests 1923-1940 70
7. Forests and Lands 1939-1944 5
8. General . 1923-1945 43
9. Health 1923-1944 118
10. Lands 1923-1932 24
11. Lend and Overseas 1932-1940 62
12. Local Self Government 1923-1932 9
13. Overseas 1923-1932) 33
1938-1941 |
D. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
19451947
Name of the Branch :
1. Administration-2 1945-1946 2
2. Education (E-D) 1945-1946 10
3. Education (E-1D) 1946 1
4. Education (E-11I) 1946 1
5. Education (E-1V) 1945 2
6. General 1945-1946 1
7. Overseas (OD-1) 1946 {
8. Planning (P) 1946 1
9. Resettlement . 1945-1946 1
10. Scholarship (S-1) 1945-1946 1
11. Technical (T-1) 1946 1
12. Technical (T-2) 1946 ]

(1i)

4 ‘A Id W

(&%)



1 2 . 3 4
(i) (i)

E. MINISTRY OF EDUCATION/
MINISTRY OF EDUCATION AND SCIENTIFIC

RESEARCH/MINISTRY OF EDUCATION

1947-—-1960

Name of the Branch :

1. Ad ninistration (A-1) 1948-19 58 14
2. Administration (A—2) 1947-1958 24
3. Adminjstration (A-3 & A-4) 1947-1954 s
4. Administration (A-5) 1950-1955 4
5. Administration (A-10) 1957-1958 1
6. Books (B-1) 1950-1958 3
7. Books (B-1II) . . 1951-1958 26
8. Books (B—III & B—IV) 1953-1958 2
9. Books (B-V &B-V]) 1955-1958 2
10. Culture (C-1) . 1953-1957 3
11. Culture (C-11) 1947-1958 1
12. Culture (C-1I) 1956-1958 1
13. Culture (C-1V) . 1957 1
14. Copy Right Office (CO) . 1958 2
15. Coordination Unit . 1956-1957 1
16. Commonwealth (CU-CCM) 1960 1
17. Development (D-1) 1948-1958 9
18. Dcvelopment (D-2) . 1948-1954 1
19. Development (D-3 & D-3U) 1947-1958 19
20. Development (D-4) . 1952-1958 3
21. Development (D-5) . 1954-1958 6
22, Development (D-6) . 1952-1958 5
23, Development (D-7 & D-8) 1954-1958 2
24, Education (E-1) 1947-1948 16
25, Education (E-II) 1947-1948 1
26. Education (E-I1I1) 1947-1950 1
27. E.C.LII & 111 1956-1958 1
28. Establishment 1958 I
29. General (G) 1947-1960 2
30, General (G-1) 1949-1953 6
31. General (G-2) 1948-1953 2
32, General (G-3) 1948-1953 5
33. General Unit . 1955-1958 1
34, Hindi (H-1) 1953-1954 1



1 2 3 .
) (i1)
35. Hindi (H-2) 1949-1959 5 —
36. Hindi (H-3) 1952-1955 5
37. Hindi (H-4) . . 1954-1955 1 -
38, Overseas (OD-1 & OD-II) 1947-1949 3
39. Organisation and Methods 1955 i
(O&M)
40, Planning (P) (947-1948 1 —
41, Physical Education (PE- 1) 1958 3 —
42, Physical Education (PE-II) 1957-195% 6 -
43. Physical Education (PE-111) 1957 1
44, Resettlement 1947-1948 1
45, Survey (S) 1950 | -
46, Scholarship (S) 1949-1950 t -
47- Scholarship (S-1) 1947-1959 1 —_
48, Scholarship (S-3) 1951-1958 1 —
49, Scholarship (S-4) 1949 1 -
50, Scholarship (S-5) 1947-1952 1 —
51. Secondary Education (SE—I) 1957-1958 1 —
52, Secondary Education (SE-1l & 195¢-1959 1 —
SE-IID)
53, Secondary Education (SR-I) 1952-1953 2 -
54. Secondary Education (SR-1I) 1951-1953 2 —
55. Secondary Educatjon (SR-III) 1948-1953 4
56. Survey (Sur-11I) 1958 1
57. S. W.1 1956-1958 l —
58. S. W. 1l .. 1958 | —
59. Technical (T) 1947-1951 1 e
60, Technical (T-I) 1947-1958 7 —
61. Technical (T-2) 1947-1956 5 —
62. Technical (T-3) 1947-1951 1 —-
63. Technical (T-4) 1954-1958 4 —
64, Technical (T-53) 1957 2 -
65. Technical (T-6) 1948-1958 3 —
66, Refugees 1950-1951 1 -
67, University (U) 1948 1 -
68. University (U-5) 1953-1958 2
69. Unjversity (U-6) 1958 I -
70, Welfare 1958 l



(3]
F. OTHER GROUPS
1. Bureau of Education . 1916-1922 1
2. Central Advisory Board of 1921-1922 13
Education 1935-1944
3. Office of the Educational Com-
missjoner . . . 1915-1922 8

4 —510 Archive /87 ' '
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SOME SIGNIFICANT DOCUMENTS AVAILABLE IN THE

10.

11.

12.

SERIES

. Governor General’s minute regarding setting up of Calcutta

Madrassa.
Home, Public, 18 April 1781, No. 26.

Letter from the members of Asiatic Society of Bengal reques-
ting the Court of Directors to obtain H.M.’s Letters Patent
constituting the Society a Corporation.

Home, Public, 3 October 1796, No. 27.

Macaulay’s minute recommending the use of English as the
medium of instruction.

Home, Public, 7 March 1835, No. 15,

Lord Auckland’s minute on Education.
Home, Public, 16 December 1840, Nos. 25-28.

. Lord Dalhousie’s holograph minute on Female Education.

Home, Public, 11 April 1850, No. 74.

Wood’s Despatch on educational matters.

Home, Public, Despatch from the Court of Directors, July
1854, No. 49.

. Lord Canning gives assent to the Bill for incorporation of

Universities.
Home, Public, 12 December 1856, Nos. 53-55.

A letter from the Secretary, British Indian Association,
North Western Provinces, to the Secretary, Home Depart-
ment, Government of India regarding more extensive emp-
loyment of the vernacular languages of India as the medium
of instruction.

Home, Elucation ‘A’, December 1867, No. 12.

. Resolution of the Government of India dated 23 October

1884 containing main features of the Education Commission’s
report and views of the Government.

Home, Education ‘A’, November 1884, No. 37.

Petition by Francis Maginn regarding establishment of a

system of education for the deaf and dumb inhabitants of
India.

Home, Education ‘A’, September 1887, Nos. 31-36.

Appointment of a Director-General of Education for India.
Home, Education ‘A’, October 1901, No. 19.

Scheme for establishment of the Indian Institute of Science,
Home, Education ‘A’, February 1902, Nos. 59, -
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15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

37

. Resolution of Lord Curzon dated 24 October 1903 sceking

Government control over the universities and affiliated
colleges. The proceedings also contain a review of educa-
tion in India from 1781 to 1903.

Home, Education ‘A’, November 1903, Nos. 42-47.

Creation of a separate Education Department on 9 December
1910.

Home, Establishment ‘A’, February 1911, Nos. 246-257.

Reorganisation of the Department of Education on a perma-
nent basis.

Home, Establishment ‘A’, May 1915, Nos. 22-23.

Revival of the Central Advisory Board of Education.
Education, Health and Lands, F. No. 83-1/1934 E.

Resolutions of the Central Advisory Board of Education con-
taining Wardha Education Scheme etc. forwarded to all
Provincial Governmenis and Local Administrations.

Education, Health and Lands, F. 10-1/1939-C.A.B.

Search for British Chairman of the proposed University
Commission.
Education, F.55-5/1947-E-1(K.W.)

Note regarding Programme for development and propagation
of Hindi.

Education, No. F. 2-35/1954-H 4.

Ways and means to make the programme of social educa-

tion vital in the Community Development Programme.
Education, F. 4-40/1955-B. 2 (D.O.)



MINISTRY OF FINANCE b

Ever since the beginning of the eighteenth century, all matters
concerning affairs of the East India Company were recorded in the
proceedings of the Board of Council at the Presidency of Fort William
at Calcutta, which was set up on 26 May 1700, and thus began
recording of the proceedings of its meetings from 1704. These
proceedings bear the heading ‘Fort William’ as no departinent had
come into existence at that time. On 8 December 1763, for the
first time, two Departments, viz., ‘Public’ and ‘Secret’ were organised
giving rise to two distinct series of records, namely ‘Public Consulta-
tions’, and ‘Secret Consultations’.

Whereas the Secret Consultations dealt with matters connected
with diplomatic relations with princely States and outside agencies,
‘Public Consultations’ dealt with subjects like Appointments, I‘ortifica-
tions, Revenue, Accounts, Shipping, etc. In 1765, after getting the
‘Diwani’ rights from the Mughal Emperor, functions relating to
management of Company’s lands in Calcutta and 24 Parganas, collec-
tion of revenues of Burdwan, Midnapur, and Chittagong, disbursement

of money and Company’s investment were also recorded in the Public
Consultations.

In addition, in September 1770 two Provincial Councils were
formed for the purpose of revenue business—one at Murshidabad for
Bengal, and the other at Patna for Bihar. But keeping in view
increase in the volume of work of the Public Department, a
‘Comptrolling Committee of Revenue’ was set up in March 1771. This
Committee was set aside in favour of a ‘Council of Revenue’ on 13
October 1772 and a year later the Council of Revenue became the
‘Revenue Department’. From 1 June 1786 all functions regarding
revenue administration began to be conducted through the medium of
Board of Revenue.! A distinct ‘Separate Revenue Branch’ also began
to operate under the Board from 1788 to deal exclusively with
Government income accruing from Customs, Salt, Stamps, Excise etc.
leaving ‘Land Revenue’ with the Revenue Department.2 However, in
1793 central revenue derived from these subjects, was transferred

from the Board of Revenue to the Board of Trade under the Public
Department,.

A very significant change took place in January 1810, when
financial matters dealt with by the Public Department were scparated

1. Board of Revenue was one of the four important Boards created in Sep-

tember 1785. The other three Boards were Board of i ili
Board, and Board of Trade. ard of Councll, Military

2. The entire series of Separate Revenue (1790-1859) is k i
records of Finance Department. ( ) Is kept alongwith the

38
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from other functions and started forming an independent series of
Financial Consultations. In November 1815, Revenue Department,
and the two Branches i.e., Financial and Separate Revenue of the
Public Department were grouped into one Department called the
Territorial Department and put under the charge of one Secretary.
However, business relating to Separate Revenue was transferred from
Territorial to General Department in March 18283 Subsequently,
Stamps, Excise and Assessed Taxes were added to the Separate Re-
venue Series in 1828, 1829, and 1843 respectively. In April 1830,
the position of Departments as it existed in 1810 was repeated with
the dissolution of Territorial Department, and financial matters once
again came under the purview of General Department. In March
1832, separate consultations titled Mint was started within the Financial

series of records.*

The year 1843, however, provided a distinct land-mark in. the
organizational history of the Government of India, when an entirely
scparate Secretariat for the Government of India was set up. On
4 January 1843, a distinct Financial Department for the Government
of India came into existence. A further re-organization of the
Financial Department took place in 1846, when Finance and Accounts
of the Government of Bengal were completely separated from that
of the Government of India. The Office of the Accountant General
of Bengal was abolished, and Secretary, Financial Department, became
ex-officio Accountant General of India, with power to supervise and
examine the Indian accounts, and exercise complete control over loan
operation. In December 1857, Accounts Departments in the three
Presidencies were amalgamated and a General Department of Accounts
was constituted on 1 May 1858, with Accountant General to the
Government of India as its head. And, in November 1860, a new
Board of Audit for India was constituted to monitor and control
government expenditure. Henceforth, the Accountant-General was
also designated as Auditor General of India.

The Government of India Act, 1858, changed the very structure
of the Government of India. Under this Act, ‘Board of Control’
and ‘Court of Directors’, were abolished and in their place office of
the ‘Secretary of State for India’ was created. Its work was facilitated
by a council of members known as ‘Council of India’.

With the introduction of budget system in India, presentation
of annual budget became the responsibility of the Financial Depart-
ment. The first budget of British India was presented in 1860-1861.
After the introduction of Income Tax under Income Tax Act XXXII
of 1860, the business relating to Income-tax, alongwith Licence-tax,
Custom Duties and Stamp Revenue, was transferred from Home to
Financial Department on 21 March 1861. But on 11 March 1862,

3. On 5 June, 1818 the nomenclature of Public Departm
General Department. ¢ ic Department had changed to

4. Mint Proceedings were also created by the G t .
the period 1834-1985. v the Government of Bengal during
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custom duties and stamp revenue were once again placed under Home
Department. In the same year, however, Financial Dgpartmcnl took
over the sole right of issuing paper currency notes.  There was yet
another change on 30 October 1862 when functions relating to
Customs, Salt, Opium, Stamps and Excise were taken .fmm‘ Home
Department and given to Financial Department.  In 1864, “Separate
Revenue Branch’ was transferred from the Home Departmment to
Financial Department, where it dealt with Assessed Taxes. Excise,
Opium and Stamps. In 1867 Post Office too came within the purview of
tbe Financial Department and formed a Section of the Separate Revenue
Branch. In 1876, when major distribution of work among various
Departments of the Government of India took place,  Financial
Department was asked to administer Pay, Allowances and Finance
Officers Branch in addition to the already existing subjects like
Accounts, Leave and Leave Allowances, Mint and Currency, Pension
and Gratuitics and Separate Revenue. However, on 1 July 1879
Separate Revenue Branch became Revenue Branch.

Following recommendations of the Committee appointed under
the Presidentship of Bazett Colvin for cnsuring economy in cxpendi-
ture, the work of the Government of India was re-distributed in July,
1879. Consequently, it was settled that work of the existing three
Departments, i.e., (i) Home (ii) Revenue, Agriculture and Commerce
and (iii) Financial, would bc shared by two Departments, namely
(i) Finance and Commerce, and (ii) Home, Revenue and Agriculture,
But increasing pressure of work led to separation of Commerce from
Finance and Commerce Department from 1 March 1905 and it
resulted in the creation of a new Department of Commerce and
Industry. In the changed set up. subjects like Post Office. Customs,
Commerce and Trade (Statistics) were transferred to the Commerce
and Industry Department.®

From 13 April 1906 *Military Finance Branch® in the Finance
Department was authorized to look after military financial matters.
This branch was abolished on 1 October 1913, and an office of the
Financial Adviser, Military Finance, was created under the control of
the Finance Department.

As a result of the recommendation of the Retrenchment Comnmittee
certain re-grouping of Secretariat Departments took place in 1923,
once again for the purpose of economy in expenditure.® Under the
new arrangement Finance Department was allocated : General Finance.
Customs, Taxes on Income, Salt, Opium, Excise. Stamps, Currency
and Banking, Salaries and Allowances, Civil Accounts Department
including Treasuries, Army Finance and the Military Accounts.
Further, to relieve the Secretariat proper from the burden of detailed
ddministrative control, a Central Board of Revenue was constituted

5. Salt and Excise were transferred (o Commerce and Industry in October. 1910,

6. The Retrenchment Committee had been appointed by the Government of
India on 13th June, 1922, to consider what retrenchment was possible with
regard to the expenditure of the Central Government.
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on 1 April 1924 to administer all the main heads of revenue, viz.,
Customs, Salt, Income-tax, Super-tax, Stamps, Opium and Excise.

Although under the Government of India Act of 1935, the Central
Government gave away certain powers to the Provinces, the work
load of the Finance Department did not decrease. It had now been
suddled with the responsibility af providing financial assistance to the
Provinces to meet their financial deficits. Consequently, Office of the
Financial Adviser to the Governor-General was created to provide
guidance on financial matters. A few years later, on 2 August 1946,
a mnor organizational change further took place ,when matters relating
to “Money Lending and Money Lenders™ were transferred from House
Department to the Finance Department.

On 29 August 1947, Finance Department was designated as Minis-
try of Finance. Main functions of the Ministry at this stage comprised
of control over entire expenditure of the Government of India, includ-
ing Defence and Railways, raising of necessary revenues, and 1egula-
tion of taxation and borrowing policies. To discharge these functions,
the Ministry of Finance was divided into three Wings © (i) l;'.\pcnditurc.
(ii) Economic Affairs, and (iii) Revenue. The Expenditure Wing
had control over the expenditure incurred by the Ministries and other
Departments of the Government of India, and consisted of five Divi-
sions, namely—Drefence, Railway, Communications, Trade and Industry
and General.  Similarly preparation of Annual Budget, Adwinistra-
tion of Public Debt, National Savings, Public Accounts, Currency
and Coinage, Banking, Exchange Control, Control over Capital Issues,
Post-War Planning and Provincial Finances were the main subjects
dealt with by the Economic Affairs Wing which comprised of Budget
Division, Finance Division and Planning Division. The Revenue
Wing dealt with policy and administration regarding assessment and
collection of Central Revenucs, and administration of (a) Income Tax
Department, (b) Central Excise Department, (¢) Customs Depart-
ment, and (d) Opium Department.

In 1949, the three Wings of the Ministry of Finance were re-
orgamsed to constitute two Departments, viz.,, (i) Departnent of
Revenue and Expenditure, and (1i) Department of Economic Affairs.
In 1955, the Department of Company Law Administration was ciecated
and put under the Finance Ministry. Again, in 1956, the Revenue
Division and the Expenditure Division within the Department of
Revenue and Expenditure were separated. and constituted into
separate fullfledged Department of Revenue, and Department of
Expenditure. Thus in 1960, Ministry of Finance had four Depart-
ments, namely (i) Department of Revenue, (ii) Department of
Expenditure, (iii) Department of Economic Affairs, and (iv) Depart-
ment of Company Law Administration.
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GROWTH OF THE MINISTRY OF FINANCE

Coungcil at Fort William (1748)*

Public Department (1764)

Finanoial Department (1810)**

Finance and Commerce Derartment (1879)

Finance Department (1905)

Ministry of Finance (1947)

*National Archives of India has in its csutody records in regu-

lar series from 1748,

**Though designated as Financial Department, it functioned only as &
Brangh of the Public Department (1810-1815), Territorial Department
(1815-1830) and QGeneral Department (1830-1843). It became an

independent Department from 1843.
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RECORDS AVAILABLE IN THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES OF INDIA

A. Financlal Department

B. Finance and Commerce Department
C. Finance Department

D. Ministyy of Finance

E. Other Groups

1810-1879
1879-1905
1905-1946
1947-1953

Separate Annu2] Indices of all the above groups arc available. Annus]
Indices of Public Department may, however, be consulted for records
prior to 1810,

Sl Description Inclusive Bulk
No. years — A —
Bundles Volumes
1 2 ) 3 4
L 0) (1)
A. FINANCIAL DEPARTMENT
1810—1879
1. Pre-1860 Rccords
1, Finangial
i. BodySheet . . 1810-1857 23 41
1I.  Consultation . . . 1810-1859 586 287
iii. Despatches to Court of Directors . 1810-1859 — 53
iv. Despatches from Court of Directors . 1812-1859 — 49
V. Order Book . 1810-1855 — 55
2, Separate Revenue
i, Body Sheet . . . . 1817-1856 18 4
{i. Consultation . . . . . 1790-1857 208 130
iil. Despatches to Court of Directors . 1795-1857 — 21
iv. Despatches from Court of Directors . 1795-1857 1 17
3. Soparate Revenue, Ceded and Conquered
Provinces
i. Body Sheet . 1803 1 —
ii. Consultation . . 1804-1805 5 5
"4, Mint
i. Body Sheet . ' . 1832-1856 4 8
il. Consultation , 1832-1859 42 28
ili, Order Book . 1832-1856 — 9
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1 B 3 | )
() ()
5. Miscellaneous Records
i. Board of Commissioners,
Bihar and Banaras (Customs) . . 1816-1821 — 10
ii. . Board of Commissioners Ceded anu _
Conquered Provinges (Customs) . 1807-1821 — 60
iii. Board of Revenue, Central Provinces
(Customs) . ) . . 1822-1826 — 7
iv. Boarb of Revenue, Fort William (Salt) 1788-1792 — 15
v. Board of Revenue, Western Provinces
(Customs) . . . .. 1822-1825 — 12
vi. Board of Customs, Salt and Opium . 1819-1821 — 6
vii. Collector of Customs, Bombay . . 1849-1859 2 —
viii. Assistant Collector of Central Excise,
Baroda . . . . 1839-1859 5 —
ix. Committee of Accounts . . . 1784 — 1
x. Financial Secretary‘s orders ) . 18451857 — 1
Xi. Letters from Finance Secretary to :
Government of Bombay . . . 1852-1856 — 1
xii. Letters from Finance Secretary to
Government of Madras . . . 1810-1813, — 1
’ ' 1846-1852 — 1
xiil. 'Lctters frohl Fihance Secretaryto :
(i) Other officials - . . . . 1810-1837 — 2
(ii) Foreign Governments and Individuals . 1847-1852 — 1
xiv. Mint Committee
: (i) Proceedings . . . . 1792-1858 — 74
(if) Letters from Secretary Mint . 1802-1818,7 —
Committee to Governor-General ., 1856-1858 —
(iii) Lettersto Mint Committee from
Revenue Department ) . 1795-1802 —
(iv) Letters from Mint Committee to _
Revenue Department . . 1795-1802 — 3
(v) Lztters Received by Ming Committee 1802-1859 — 12
(vi)General Orders of Calcutta Mint
Master . . . . . 1855-56, — 2
1858-1859
(vii) Benaras Mint Letters . . .t 1820-1825 - - 1
= xv. Resolutions and orders by Fina@ngial o
Department . . . . . 1830-1848 — 1
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6. Government of B=ngal Records
(8) Financial

(i) Body Sheet
(i1} Consuliation -

. 1836-1854

. . 1834.1854
(iii) Despatchesto Court of Directors

1835-1854

(iv) Dzaspatches from Court of Directors 1834-1854

(v) Order Book 1835-1854
(b) Mint
(i) Body Sheet . 1834.185%0
(ii) Consultation . 1835-1854
(iii) Order Book . 1835-1854
11. Post-1839 Records
(a) Name of the Branch
I. Accounts -, . 1860-1876
2. Accounts and Finance . 1876-1879
3. Establishment . 1860-1864
4. Expenditure ) . 1863-1879
‘5. Gradation List of Officers of Financial
Department . . . . 1871-1873
6. Income Tax . 1862-1863
7. Leave - . 1860-1879
8. Licence Tax 1862
9. Mint . . 1860-1864
10. Mint and Currency . 1864-1879
11, Miscellaneous . 1860-1864
12, Payand Allowances . 1876-1879
13. Pensions and Gratuities . 1860-1879
14, Separate Revenue . 1860-1879
-(b) Despatches
1. To Secretary of State for India . 1860-1879
2. From Secretary of State for India ..1860-1879

(c) Miscellaneous records

1. Minutes and Notes

. 1862.1879

13

65
349

41

14
26
14
21

16

19

i
330

38
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B. FINANCE AND COMMERCE DEPARTMENT

1879-1905

(a) Name of the Branch

O -

10.
It.

12.

13,

14,
18,

IR IS T e

. Accounts and Finance
. Commerce and Trade
. Expenditure

Leave . . .
Leave Allowances, Pcnslons and 01 atuities

. Leave and Leave Allowances
. Mint and Currency
. Pay and Allowances

. Pensions and Gratuitles

Revenue

Salaries, Esta.bllshments and Olher
Expenditure

Separate Revenue

Separate Revenue, Statistics and Commerce .

Statistics .
Statisties and Commerce

'(b) Despatches

3, From Government of Bombay to Secretary of
4,

8.

1. To Secretary of State for India
2. Fram Secretary of State for India
(i) Financial
(ii) Financial Funds
(iii) Financial Judicial
(Iv) Financial Military
(v) Financia] Political
(vi) Financial Public
(vii) Financlal Revenue
(vili) Financial Stores

State for India

To Government of Bombay from Secretary of
State for India

From Secretary of State for India to GOVe1 n-

ment of Bomb2y ; Financial Stores

. To Government of Madras from Secretary of

State for India : Financial Stores

0)

1879-190S
1879-1880

1879

1879-1880

1880
1881-1905
1879

1879,
1881-1905

1879,

1
1881-1905

1879

1884-1905

1879
1885-1905

1880-1885
1879
1885-1905

1879-1905

1879-1905
1879-1905
1886-1905
1881-1905
1889-1905
1879-1905
1883-1905
1879-1905

1879-1889
1879-1898
1879-1889

1879-1889

156

32

31

44

59

(ii)

67

81
125
23

88

126

NNN__N__

[y

o
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1

2 3

e @) (i)

(c) Miscellaneous records

1. Minutes and Notes 1879—1905 — 23

C. FINANCE DEPARTMENT

1905-1947

(a) Name of the Branch

1. Accounts 1925-1929 12 —

2. Accounts and Fmance 1905-1925$ 170 %0

3. Budget 1930-1946 26 —

4. Cash . ) 1925-1942 1 —

5. CivilService Regulations 1924-1927 10 —

6. Communication 1937-1942 1 —

7. Expenditure 1 1925-1942 1 —

8. Expenditure I1 1925-1942 s —

9. Finance 1924-1944 154 —
10. Finance I . 1945-1946 9 —
11. Finance (1 1945-1946 9 —
12. Financial Establishment 1924-1927 12 —
13. General 1925-1939 1 —
14, Intoxicating Drugs 1923-1924 2 —_
15. Leave and Leave Allowances 1905-1924 12 30
16. Military Finance 1906-1913 7 —
17. Pay & Allowances . 1905-1910 3 —
18. Pay, Allowances and Finance Oﬁicers . 1916-1924 32 35
19, Pensions and Gratuities 1905-1924 19 33
20. Planning . 1944-1946 s —
21. Planning | 1945-1946 4 —
22, Planning II . 1946 3 —
23. Planning I11 1946 1 —
24. Reforms 1928-1937 11 —
25. Regulation I 1928-1942 26 —
26. Regulation II . 1926-1944 43 —
27. Salaries, Estab'ishment and othcr Expcnditun 1905-1925 35 39
28. Salt Establishments 1923-1924 2 —
29, Schedule 1930-1932 1 —
30. Separate Revenue 1905-1924 78 —
31, War . 1941-1943 15 —

(b) Miscellaneous records

I. Minutes and Notes 1905-1909 — 2
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) (if)

—~— -

D. MINISTRY OF FINANCE
 (1947-1953)

(a) Name of the Branch

1. Budget . . . . . . . 1947-1948 7 —
2. Establishment 1V . 5 . . . 1946-1953 2 —
3. Externd] Finance . ) ) . . 1947 1 —
4. Finance I . ) . ] . . . 1947-1948 10 —
S. Finance 11 ... ... 19471948 16 —
6. Planning . ] . . . . . 1947-1948 6 —
7. Planning I L. . . . . 1947 1 —
8. Planning II . . . . . . 1947 1 —

E. OTHER GROUPS

1. Accountant General of Public Works Depart-
ment

Name of the Branch

(i) Establishments . . . . . 1893-.1910 2 —

(ii) General . ., . . . . 1882-1910 5 —
(iii) Irrigation .. ... 1896-1909 1 —
(iv) Railways . . . . . . 1893-1900 1 —

2. Board of [nland Revenue . . . . 1923-1924 4 —

3. Can33lled Securities of Old Loans, Bonds and
Agency Department Records ) ) . 1785-1881 3,300 Packets
»: : ’ (Inctuding Volumes)

4. Central Board of Revenue

Name of the Branch .
i. Administration (General) . . 1937-1946 21 —_
ii. Administration (Income Tax) . . 1936-1946 32 —
iii. Administration (Opium) . . . 1937-1944 4 —
iv. Administration (Salt) . . ) . 1937-1946 20 —
v. Central Excise . . . . . 1934-1946 29 —
vi, Central Excise (Tobacco) . - . . 1943-1946 4 —
vil. Custom Dutjes . . . . . 1924-1928 23 —
viii. Custom DutiesI =~ . . . . 1928-1946 75 —
ix. Custom Duties II =~ . . . . 1928-1946 50 —
x. Custom Establishment . . . 1924-1946 85 —
xi. Customs (War) . . . . . 1939-1946 9 —

xii. Excise and Opium . ) . . 1925.1946 112 —

—
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xiii. General .

xiv. Generall

xv. Income Tax

xvi. Intoxicating Drugs .
xvii. Salt Establishment .

xviii. Salt
xix. Salt 11

xx. Stamps

5. Central Excise Collectorate
i. Baroda
fi. Madras

6. Collector of Customs

i. Bombay
il. Calcutta
iil. Madras

7. Commissioner of Customs, Salt Opium and
Abkadri, Bombay, Correspondence
8. Commodities Price Board
9. Comptroller and Auditor General of Indja
10. Financial Adviser, Military Finance
i. Proceedings
1i. Despatches to Secretary of State for Indja

iii. Despatches from Secretary of State for
India

11. Government of Bengal, Financial Department
Separate Revenue (Salt, Customs)

12. Government of Bzngal, Revenue Department
(Opium)

13. Government of Bomb2ay, Revenue Depart-
ment (Salt)

14. ‘Government of Madras, Revenue Deartment,
Miscellaneous (Sajt) .

15. Government of United Provinces, Separate
Revenue (Opium) Department

1924-1937

1937-1943
1924-1946
1924-1925
1924

1925-1940
1928-1930
1924-1946

1860-1942
1920-1949

1860-1934
1860-1933

1910-1954

1862-1915
1947
1882-1959

1913-1923
1913-1922

1913-1922

1874-1905

1891-1912

1899-1925

1890-1925

1911-1926

w

22
7
15
3

3
BS
8

15

62

17
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1 2 3
(H (ii)
16. Inlands Customs Department . .
Name of the Branch
i. Budget ., . . 1876-1882 3 —
ii. Establishment 1878-1882 10 —
iii. General 1870-1882 11 —
17. Inland Revenue Board 1923 3 —
18. Mint Committee Proceedings 1861-1862 — {
19. Mint Masters General Orders 1870-1872 — 1
20. Northern India Salt Revenue |
Name of the Branch
i. Accounts 1927-1946 20 —
ii. Budget 1882-1924 4 —
iji. Establishment 1882-1947 30 —
iv. General . . . . 1882-1946 60 —
21, Travancore-Cochin Banking Inquiry Commis-
1956 4 —

sion
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SOME SIGNIFICANT DOCUMENTS AVAILABLE IN THE

1.

'

th

10.

11.

13.

SERIES

Permission accorded to the Company by Siraj-ud-daulah,
Nawab of Bengal, to erect a mint in Calcutta.

Public, 28 April 1757, Page No. 102 (Volume).

Constitution of a Mint Committee for superintending the
Mints and enquiring into general state of Coinage in Bengal,
Bihar and Orissa.

Mint Committee, 14 May 1792, No. 1.
Supply of coins to the Government of the Isle of France
(Mauritius).

Financial, 16 August 1811, Nos. 8-9.
Loan of a crore of rupees taken by East India Company
from Nawab Vazir of Oudh (Awadh).

Financial, 11 November 1814, Nos. 1-2.
Regulations for altering the standard of Calcutta Sicca,
Rupee and Gold Mohar.

Financial, 24 December 1818, Nos. 9-14.
Increase in Capital Stock of Bank of Bengal from Rupees
fifty lakhs to seventy lakhs.

Financial, 7 March 1825, No. 14.

Printing of Notes of the Tanjore Debt.
Financial, 10 June 1835, Nos. 6-7.

Company’s rupee declared equivalent to Surat, Farrukhabad,
Madras and Bombay rupees.

Financial, 7 October 1835, No. 10.

. Scparation of finance and accounts of Government of India

from that of Government of Bengal.
Financial, 27 March 1846, Nos. 8-10.
[stablishment of a General Department of Accounts for

whole of India and appointment of Accountant-General of
Government of India.

Financial, 4 December 1857, No. 3.

Constitution of Board of Audit.

Financial, Accounts ‘A’, 16 November 1860, No. 51.
Suggestion of the British Indian Association, Calcutta, relat-
ing to introduction of Gold currency into India.

Financial, Mint and Currency ‘A’, September 1864,

Nos. 315-316.

Creation of the post of “Comptroller General of Accounts”,
as head of the Audit and Accounts Department.

Fwancial Expenditure ‘A’, October 1865, Nos. 45-51.

§ —510 Archive /87
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15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

23.

54

Financial decentralisation and subsequent enlargement of
financial powers and responsibilities of Local Governments

and Administrations.
Financial, Accounts and Finance ‘A’, January 187I,
Nos. 20-57.

Introduction of Currency Notes of Rs. 10,000/~ and indent
upon Secretary of State for India for 27,000 such Notes.

Financial, Mint and Currency ‘A’, January 1872, No. 9.

Proposal for a Bill to make coins of Princely States a legal
tender in British India.
Financial, Mint and Currency ‘A’, July 1874, Nos.
6-13.

Prohibition imposed on movement of salt from Rajputana,
and Central India Agencies into British Territory.

Financial, Separate Revenue ‘A’, July 1879, Nos. 345-
348.

Free export of rice and paddy into French Settlements in
Madras Presidency.

Finance and Commerce, Separate Revenue ‘A’, August
1880, Nos. 1469-1474.

Representation from Manchester Chamber of Commerce to
Secretary of State for India soliciting abolition of duties on
cotton goods, and yarns imported into India.

Finance and Commerce, Separate Revenue, Statistics
and Commerce ‘A’, April 1882, Nos. 637-639.

Establishment of Post Office Savings Banks in the three
Presidencies of Bengal, Bombay and Madras.

Finance and Commerce, Separate Revenue, Statistics
and Commerce ‘A’, September 1883, Nos. 1096-1138.

. Exemption from export duty on rice exported from British

Inldia to Pondicherry, and Karikal as a measure of flood
relief.

Finance and Commerce, Statistics and Commerce ‘A’,
March 1885, Nos. 43-46.

. Indian and Russian trade in Central Asia.

Finance and Commerce, Statistics and Commerce ‘A’
May 1885, Nos. 142-154.

Export duty on Indian rice, and its effects on rice-milling
trade of London and Liverpool.

Finance and Commerce, Statistics and Commerce ‘A’,
April 1888, Nos. 182-193.



24,

25,

26.

- 2T7.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32,

33.

34.

53

Import duties in Britain on Indian made silver plate.
Finance and Commerce, Statistics and Commerce ‘A’,
July 1889, Nos. 368-370.

Rejection of an application from Bengal Iron and Steel
Company Ltd. claiming exemption from custom duty on
all plants and materials imported by them for the erection
of their steel works at Barakar (in Bengal).

Finance and Commerce, Statistics and Commerce ‘A’,
September 1903, Nos. 558-559.

Abolition of Military Finance Branch, and creation of an
office of Financial Adviser, Military Finance.

Finance, Salaries and Establishments ‘A’, November
1913, Nos. 161-166.

Appointment of Indians to posts reserved for members of
the Indian Civil Service, also for offices of Accountant
General.

Finance, Pay, Allowances and Finance Officers ‘A’
August 1916, Nos. 83-85.

Proposal to make provision in the draft rules under Section
30 (i) (A) of the Government of India Act, 1919, permit-
ting Local Governments to raise loans in London.
Finance, Accounts and Finance ‘C’, May 1920, No.
841.

Relief from double Income Tax of incomes, taxed both in
British India and in an Indian State.
Finance, Separate Revenue ‘A’, April 1924, Nos. 1-
14.
Particulars of holding in Gold Standard Reserves from
December 1924 to March 1935.
Finance, File No. (III)/F, 1935.

Defining ‘taxes on income’ in the Government of India Act,
193s.

Finance, File No. 9(17)/F, 1936.

Auditor General of India made Head of Accounts of the
Centre and the Provinces.

Finance, Reforms, File No. 3(2)/1936.

Financial powers of Provincial Governments in regard to
grant of special pay to officers of All India Services under
Government of India Act, 1935.

Finance, File No. 16(2)/Ex-I, 1937.

Question of a fixed rate of exchange for conversion of
Sterling into Rupees dropped.

Finance, File No. 1(2)/F, 1939.



35.

37.

38.

39.

54

Percentage of silver and alloy in manufacturing coins.
Finance, File No. 2(48)/F, 1940.

Views and Comments of various Chambers of Commerce
and Provincial Governments on Establishment of Inter-

national Monetary Fund.
Finance, File No. 2(52)/F, 1944.

Danger of inflation in British India.
Finance, File No. 17(127)/F, 1944.

Report of the Ports (Technical) Committee regarding need
for a deep sea port on the West Coast of India.

Finance, File No. 12(3)/P, 1947.
Indian Finance Bill of 1948 sanctioned by Governor
General of India.

Finance, File No. 2(82)/B, 1948.



MINISTRY OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE

India is essentially an agricultural country and the mainstay of her
people is land. Yet, the East India Company, during its administra-
tion in India, had concentrated more on maximization of revenue
collection (including land revenue) and did very little to improve
agriculture of the country. Guided purely by commercial interests in
the initial stages, the East India Company promoted cultivation of a
[:w cash crops only and performed some routine agricultural, functions.
Administrative matters relating to these functions were dealt in the
Public, Revenue and Home Departments respectively, prior to the
creation of an independent Department of Revenue, Agriculture and
Commerce in June 1871.

This Department took over the work connected with L.and Revenue
and Settlements, Surveys, Census, Meteorology, Statistics of agricul-
ture and trade, all matters affecting improvement and development of
the Agricultural, Mineral and Commercial resources of the country
from the Home Department, Government Studs and all matters con-
nected with improvement of breed of horses and cattle from Military
Department, Opium, Salt, Customs, Stamps and Excise from Financial
Department, and Forests and Fisheries from Public Works
Department.!

In July 1879 when the Government of India decided to bring
reduction in expenditure, its organisational structure was modified.
Departments of Revenue, Agriculture and Commerce, and Home were
amalgamated to form Home, Revenue and Agricultural Department,
while Commerce was combined with Finance, and was designated as
Department of Finance and Commerce. Due to this change Statistics
Branch was made a part of the newly created Department of Finance
and Commerce, but work connected with Census., Gazetteer, and
Weights and Measures, continued to remain with Home, Revenue and
Agricultural Department.

No sooner did the work of reorganization of various departments
of the Government of India was over, the Famine Commission of 1879
in its report pleaded for the creation of a separate Department of
Agriculture, which would promote planned development of agriculture,
initiate programmes for increasing agricultural output, and take pre-
ventive measures for recurrence of famine in the country. Conse-
quently, an independent Department of Revenue and Agriculture was
established on 6 July 1881 to deal with matters concerning Land
Revenue, (including Settlements and Taccavi advances) Surveys

-1. For Records of Survey of India, see chapter “Ministry of Scientific
‘l;c.l%eaSrczh and Cultural Affairs”, Guide to the Sources of Asian History,
ol. 3.2.

55
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1 Surveys but excluding Archaeological and Marine
Surveys), Agriculture and Horticulture (including Fibres and Silk),
Fisheries, Cattle-breeding and Cattle-disease, Minerals, Meteorology
and Famine. Statistics Branch was also transferred to this Depart-
ment from the Finance and Commerce Department, thoug,_h subjects
relating to Census, Gazetteer, and Weights and Measures still remain-

ed with the Home Department.

(including Geologica

The activities of the Revenue and Agricultural Department ex-
.panded gradually. During a period of twenty three years—from 1882
to 1905—many subjects like Industrial Arts, Economic Museums
and Agricultural Exhibitions, Archaeology, Patents, and Weights and
Measures, were transferred from Home Department to Revenue and

Agricultural Department.

On 1 March 1905, consequent to the creation of Commerce and
Industry Department, Revenue and Agricultural Department was
relieved of all the subjects which were not directly connected with
land revenue administration, agriculture and famine relief. The
subjects thus transferred to the newly created Department of Com-
merce and Industry were : Commercial Exhibition, Economic Pro-
ducts, Emigration, Fisheries, Geology and Minerals, Inventions and
Designs, Practical Arts and Museums, and Weights and Measures. At
this juncture, the subject of Archaeology was also re-transferted to
the Home Department.

During the First World War, Delhi War Conference, which was
held on 29 April 1918, passed a resolution regarding development of
India’s resources in food stuffs. Consequently, on 10 May 1918, the
Governor-General in Council decided to establish a Central Transport
and Food Stuffs Board at Delhi. The main functions of this Board
were to suggest measures for more efficient exploitation of India’s
resources through animal and mechanical transport, and to develop
production of food stuffs. This Board, however, functioned for a
short period and was wound up in 1919. Meanwhile, government had
appointed a Food Stuffs Commissioner to mobilise its post-war efforts
in controlling movement of wheat, rice and other food stuffs in the
country. He was also required to submit to the Government of India
periodical reports about the position of food stuffs and their export.

~ On 3 August 1921, Emigration, a subject that was being dealt
within the Commerce and Industry Department since 1905, was trans-
ferred to Department of Revenue and Agriculture.

; .Under. the Government of India Act 1919, most of the subjects
dealing with land revenue and agriculture were transférred to the
Provincial Governments. But matters relating to Ceatral Research
Institutions and those connected with diseases of plants and animals
continued to remain under the administrative control of the Central
Government. As a result of this change, the Department of Revenue
and Agriculture started collecting and collating information relatin
to rural economy, agriculture, and statistics. Henceforth the Centra
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Government started taking keen interest in agricultural problems
from a scientific and technical angle. However, following recom-
mendations of the Retrenchment Committee, Department of Revenue
and Agriculture was merged with the Department of Education and
Health, and a new Department entitled Education, Health and Lands
was constituted on 16 April 1923. All business connected with
administration of Land Revenue, Land Surveys, Civil Veterinary. Agri-
culture, Famine, Forest, Arboriculture, Botanical Survey of India,
Foodstuffs, Cinchona Cultivation and Supply of Quinine etc. formed
part of the agricultural functions of the newly constituted Depart-
ment.

With the growing awareness on the part of the government to
promote agriculture, the Royal Commission on Agriculture
(Linlithgow Commission) was appointed, and on its recommenda-
tions, the Imperial Council of Agricultural Research was established
on 23 May 1929. Its aim was to promote, guide and coordinate
agricultural (including veterinary) research in India, and to provide
research expertise to the provinces. The Council was made an
Attached Office under the Education, Health and Lands Department
on 15 January 1939.

As a result of the Second World War, India faced acute food
shortage, which called for immediate remedy. So, to meet this
emergent situation caused by the War, Government of India con-
stituted ‘Department of Food’ in December 1942. This Department
took over all questions regarding control of price and movement of
food-stuffs, (including sugar and salt but not tea or coffee).
Administration of Export Trade Control in respect of food-stuffs
was also transferred to this Department. Besides, the work of pro-
curement and purchase of all food requirements of the army became
a concern of the Food Department with effect from 1 January
1943,

By 1945, Department of Education, Health and Lands had
become too unwieldy to administer suitably three important and busy
areas of administration. Consequently, on 1 September 1945 the
Department was trifurcated, and a separate Department of Agri-
culture was constituted. Department of Agriculture was henceforth
given the responsibility of dealing with subjects like : Agriculture
(including Horticulture), Animal Husbandry (including Veterinary),
Fisheries, Forests (including Arboriculture), Central Agencies and
Institutions for training and research in Agriculture (including
Animal Husbandry), Dairying, Fisheries, Forestry etc., Indian Agri-
cultural Service, Indian Veterinary Service, Indian Forest Service,
Indian Forest Educational Service, Grow More Food and Fodder,
Land Utilization, Minor and Emergency Irrigation, Agricultural
Machinery, Fertilizers and Manures, Control of Pests and Diseases
of Plants and Animals, Commodity Committees (except those relat-
ing to Tea. Coffee and Rubber), Imperial Council of Agricultural
Research, Cases for financing Imperial Council of Agricultural
Research, and Commodity Committees, Central Agricultural Market-
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ing Department, Agricultural Economics and Statistics, Agricultural
Indebtedness and Credit, Cooperative, Famine, Land, Revenue and
Land Tenure, Land Acquisition and Land Alienation, Survey of
India, Botanical Survey of India, Zoological Survey of India, Pounds
and Cattle Trespass, Protection to Wild Animals and Birds, Preven-
tion of Cruelty to Animals, Procedure in Rent and Revenue Courts,
Marine Fishing and Fisheries.

On 29 August 1947, Departments of Food and Agriculture were
re-designated as Ministry of Food, and Ministry of Agriculture res-
pectively. The two ministries continued to have their separate
existence till February 195! when, with a view to securing greater
administrative effeciency and economy, these were amalgamated
into one single Ministry of Food and Agriculture. With the passage
of time, function of Ministry of Food and Agriculture expanded
considerably. Consequently, it was split up into two separate Minis-
tries, namely Ministry of Food, and Ministry of Agriculture with
etfect from October 1956. From 17 April 1957, however, the Minis-
tries of Food and Agriculture were once again combined into one
Ministry of Food and Agriculture. In 1960, this Ministry was
composed of two Departments viz. Department of Food, and Depart-
ment of Agriculture. Department of Food was then made responsi-
ble for Procurement of Foodgrains for Civil and Military Require-
ments, Distribution of Imported Foodgrains to States, Co-ordination,
Planning and Guidance in respect of Food Policy from an All India
point of view, and Regulation of Import and Export of Foodgrains.
Department of Agriculture, however, looked after Agricultural Pro-
duction, Agricultural Research, Education and Extension, Animal
Husbandry, Fisheries and Forestry, Fruit and Vegetable Products
Industry, Agricultural Economics and Statistics, Agricultural Deve-
lopment, Liaison with the Food and Agriculture Organisation of the
United Nations, and other International Organisations, Procurement
and Distribution of Fertilisers, Agricultural Marketing Co-operation,
Land Reclamation, Tubewell and Minor Irrigation, and Soil Con-
servation.



- GROWTH OF THE MINISTRY OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE

~ Public Depastment (1764)
Revenue* (1834)

| |
Home Department (1843)

Revenue, Agriculture and Commerce
Departmem (1871)

Home, Rcvenue and Agricultural Department
(1879)

R . . Revenue add Agricultural Department
(1881)

Education, Health aad Lands Department (1923)
Food Department (1942) Department of Agriculture (1945)

Ministry of Food.(1947). Ministry of Agriculture (147)

Ministry of Food and Agriculture (1951)

Min-istry:of Food ( 1956) Ministry of Agricuture (1956)

: l

Ministry of Food and Agriculture (1957)

Y
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*Revenue records of ‘the Governor-General in Council prior to the enactment
of Charter Act of 1833 are with the Government of Bengal. In 1834,
howaver, a distinct Ravenue Branch inths Goverament of India Secretariat
came into existence. These Revenue consaltations are kept in the Nanonal
Archlves of Indra alons w;th Hom‘ D partm-nt records



RECORDS AVAILABLE IN THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES OF INDiA

A. Revenue, Argiculture and Commerce Department 1871-1879
B. Home, Revenue and Agricultural Department 1879-1881
C. Revenue and Agricultural Department 1881.1923
D. Education, Health and Lands Department 1923-1945
E. Department of Agriculture 19451947
F. Ministry of Agriculture 1947-1951

1951-1956

G. Ministry of Food and Agriculture
H. Other Groups

Separate Annual Indices of all the above Groups except Other
Groups are available. Annual Indices of Depariments of Public
Revenue, Home, Public Works and Military may, howwer be con-
sulted for records prior to 1871.

Sl Description Inclusive Bulk
No. yecars I's o b
: : Bundles  Volumes
1 2 3 ’ 4
| | () (i)
A. REVENUE, AGRICULTURE AND
COMMERCE DEPARTMENT
1871--1879
(8) Name of the Branch
1. Agriculture and Horticulture . . . 1871-1879 23 33
2. Commerce and Trade . . 187)-1879 8 5
3. Customs . 1871-1879 5 3
4. Emigration . 1871-1879 19 37
5. Famine L . 1873-1877 - 8 33
6. Fibresand Sk . . . . . . 18711879 12 24
7. Fisheries . 1871-1879 2 26
8. Forests . . . . . 1871-1879 61 55
9. General . ’ . 1871-1879 12 43
10. Industrial Arts, Museums and m:bmons . 1871-1872 2 —
11. Industry, Science and Arts . . . 1873-1879 3 —
12. Meteorology . . . 1871-1879 6 235
13. Minerals and Geological Sul‘vey . . 1871-1879 3 20
14. Municipalities . . . . . . 1871-1876 3 1
15. Revenue C .. .. . 1811879 2 5
16, Salt . .. ... . . 18711879 9 24
17. Samithty . . . 1871-1873 2 7
8. Statistics . . . 1871-1879 1 —
19. Studs and Catile Brcadmg—Catﬂa Dnseasos . 1871-1879 s
20, Surveys . . . . . . . 1871-1879 24 43
. 1871-1879 3 2

21, Taccavi

—
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1 2 3
® (i)

(b) Despatches
1. To Secretary of State for India . . . 1871-18719 2 2?7
2. From Secretary of State for India . . 1871-1879 _ 2 16
(c) Miscellaneous
1.- Papers relating to Customs . . . 1875-1877 — 1

2. Procecdings relating to Famine in Bengal md

Bihar . . . . . . 1873-1875 — 3
B. HOME, REVENUE AND AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENT

' 1879-1881
(Revenue and Agriculture Wing only)
(a) Name oj the Branch
1. Agnculturc and Horticulture™ . . . 1879-1881 7 5
2, Emlgmtlon . . . . . . 1879-1881 7 9
3. Famine . . '+ . . . .1880-1g81 . 2 1
4 Fofests . . .- .+ . . .1879-1881 14 18
5.General . . . . . . . 18791881 2 5
6, Mcteorology . . . . . . 1879:1881° 3 7
7.Minerals . . . . . . . 18791881 2 5
8 Revenue . . . “° . . . 18791881 15 1
g-Surveys . . -3 Eo . . . 1879-1881 3. 1
(b) Despatches
1. To Secretary of State for India . . . 1879-1881 -1 13
2. From Secretary of §tate for India . . 1879-1881 . 1 12
C. REVENUE AND AGRICULTURAL DEPARTMENT

1881-1923
(a) Name of the Branch o
1. Agriculture . . ... 1881-1923. 200 164
2, AgncaltureandHortmulmm . . - . 188]1-1882 3 2
3. Archaeology/ . . . . 1887-1895

Archaeology and Eplgraphy . . 1895-1905 28 2
4, Cattle Breeding and Cattle Diseases . . 1881-1890 6 32
5. Civil Veterinary Administration .  -. . 1895-1923 97 89
6. Commercial Exhibition =~ . . . . 1895-1905 1 23
7. Economic Products, - . - -. . . . 1895-1905 19 30
8. Emigration . . . . . 1881-1905, 75 163

1921-1923 9
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1 2 3
(i (i)

9. Exhibition . 1881-1882 2 2
10. Famine * . . 18811923 152 233
11. Fibres and Silk .- 1881-1894. . 14 43
12. Fisheries . 1881-1903 2 70
13. Food Stufls . 19191922 32 -
14. Forests . 1881-1923 322 255
15. General . . 1881-1923 175 151
16. Geology and Minerals . . 1895-1905 16 27
17. Horse Breeding and Agriculture Stock . 1890-1894 21 20
18. Inventions and Designs . 1895-1903 10 28
19, Land Revenue . . 1895-1923 358 245
20. Land Surveys . 1895-1923 90 59
21. Meteorology . . . 1881-1923 60 104
22, Minerals . . W . . 1881-1893 8 35
23, Museumsand Exbibitions . . 1882-1894 17 44
24, Patents . . 1888-1895 6 26
25, Practical Arts and Museums . 1895-1905 ‘9 20
26. Revenue . . . . . 1881-1396 137 143
27. Statistics® . e e . 1881-1898 4 24
28. Surveys ‘. . v . 1881-1895 37 84
@) Despatches

1. To Secretary of State for India . -1881.1921 2 31
2. From Secretary of State for-India. ... . . 1881-1511 2 16
(€) Miscellaneous

1. Magnetical, Metcarological and Siesmogra-

phic observatioos made at the Government

* Qbservalories at Bombay and Aligarh . 1911.1915 — 1
2. Papers relating to Le'g',i,slation for protection

.. Of Fresh Water Fisheries . . 1893 1 -
¥..Report on the Administration of Meteorojo- _

‘- gical Department . 1900-1901 . 1
4’..'Revlew of Forest Administration , . 1908-1909 . . — |
5. Statistics Of monthly Rainfallin India ., . 1911.1922 — 1

*This branch was amalgamated with Gerenal branch in 1898,



i)

1 3
(i)
D. EUDCATION, HEAL‘! l! AND LANDS DEPARTMENT
1923-1945
For details see page 32
E. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
1945-1946 .
Name of the Branch
1. Advisers . 1946 1
2. Agriculture . 1945 3
3. Co-operdtive . 1946 1
4, Crops . 1946 - 2
5. Econamics and Statislics . 1945-1946 1
6. Estabiishment .« 1946 1
7. Fertiliser and Manure . 1946 1
8. Fisherles . . 1945.1946 3
9. Food Production . 1945 » 1
10. Forests ' . 19451946 3
11, General . 1946 |
12, Trrigation . . 1946 1
13. Live-Stock . 1946 1
14, Planning . . 1945.1946 4
15. Plant Protection and Storagz . 1946 1
16. Policy . 1846 9
17. Progress . 1946 oo
18, Revenue . . . 1948.1946 1
1.9 Seeds and Vegetables . 1948 C |
F. MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
1947-1951
Name of ihe Branch
1. Accounts . 1947 1
2. Commoditics . 1947 1
3. Compost . . . . 1948 1
4, Co-operative . 1947.1949 1
5. Crops . 1947-1948 1
6. Econamics and Statistics . 1947.1950 1
7. Establishment . 1947-1949 1
8. Fertilizer and Manure . 1947-1948 1
9. Fisheries . . 1947 1
19. Farests . 1947.1949 1
. 19471950 6

—
A

. ‘Grow More Feod
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1 2 3 . y
Q) (ii)
12, Irrigation . . 1947-1930 1 -
13. Institutes , 1947-1948 I —
14, Land Reclamation . 1949 1 -
15. Live-Stock , . . 1947.1948 s —
16. Plant Pcotection and StOrage . 1947-1950 1 —
17. Policy . 1947-1949 11 —
18, Revenue . . . 1947 1 —
19. Seeds and Trrigation . . 1950 1 —
20. S:eds and Vegetables . 1947.1948 1 —
21. Supply and Co-ordination ., . 1950 1 —
22, Surveys . 1949-1950 2 —
G. MINISTRY OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE
1951-1956
Name of the Branch
1. Economics and Stitistics + 1951-1953 1 -
2. General (Poduction) 1952-1957 1 —
3. Grow More Food . 1951-1955 6 —
4, Irrigation | . 1951-1955 1 —
5. Szeds and Lirigation . . 1951-1955 1 —
6. Supply and Co-ordination , . 1951-1953 1 —
7. Surveys ' . 1951-1952 12 —
H. OTHER GROUPS
1. Central Transport and Food Stuff Board . 1918 4 —
2. Emigrant Registers® . . 1863-1911 — 224
3. Famine Commission Note Books T, 18771901 — 110
4, Government of Bengal Emigration Proceed- '
ings . . . . . 1868-1903 — 20
5. Imp-zrial/[ndian C0unc|lof Agrlcultural
Research .
Name of the Branch
Accounts . 1944.1945 6 —
Agriculture . 1930.1952 167 —
Agriculture 11 . 1938.1941 5. _
Coffee . 1937-1938 1 _—
Crop Costings . 1937 1 __

*These registers include names of the ships, their destination and list of em-
barked persons and relate mostly to ships that sailed from Madras to Natal.
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2 3

(i) (il)
Development . 1941-19458 9 —
Generd] . . 1929.1945 76 —
Imperia] Bureau . 1933.1934 1 —
Lac Cess . 1932-1941 2 —
library . 1933-194) 7 —
Locust . 1930-1940 12 —
Marketing . 1934 1 —_
Oll Seeds . 1933.1934 3 —
Planning . 1945 1 —
Publication . 1930-1945§ 9 —
Research . 1929.1930 3 —
Statistical . 1933.1945 14 —
Sugar . 1939.1941 9 —
Sugar Institutes . . . . 1930-1938 3 —
Veterinary/Animal Husbandry . 1930-1945 131 —
6. Indian Survey Committec Papers . 1905 2 —

7. Office of the Food Stuffs Commissioner/
Danuty Food Stuffs Commissioner . 1919-1921 7 —
8. O¥i:c of the Inspector Genera] of Foresis® . 1864-1922 - 140 ss

*From 1864-1871. this efice was under the administrative contyol of the Publie
Works Department.
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SOME SIGNIFICANT DOCUMENTS AVAILABLE IN THE
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10.

11.
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SERIES

. Minute of Govérnor General in Council for .Improvmg the

system of-Agriculture of India.
Public, 6 Junc 1805, No. 2.

Ijiscovcry _'otf Tea Plant in Upper Assam.
Revenue, 28 January 1835, No. 6.

Measures adopted in Madras and Bengal for 1mprovemcnt
in cultivation and cleaning of cotton.

Revenue, 22 June 1840, Nos. 18-27.

Commutation of rent on Government land in Prince of
Wales’ Island and Province Wellesly.

Home, Revenue ‘A’, November 1861, Nos. 3-5.

Opinions of Local Governments on proposed alteration in
Rules for disposal of Waste Lands.

Home, Revenue ‘A’, March 1867, Nos. 19-33.

Levy of duty on Sugar and other Saccharme producc pass-
ing down the Clzenab and othc1 rivers, and by rall to
Multan.

Revenue, Agrlculture and Commerce, Customs, Sea and
- Inland ‘A’ November 1871, Nos. 1-3, S

. Sea-fisheries of Burma. Proposed establishment of fish

trade between the islands of Indian Archipelago, Moul-
mein and Mergui.

Revenue, Agriculture and Commerce, Fisheries ‘A’,
July 1873, Nos. 1-4,

. Memorandum on Forest Legislation for British India.

Revenue, Agriculture and Commerce, Forest ‘A’,
December 1875, Nos. 16-18.

. Constitution of the Famine Commission, 1878.

Revenue, Agriculture and Commerce, Famine ‘B’,
May 1878, No. 2.

Scheme for Botanical Survey of India.

Revenue and Agricultural, Agriculture ‘A’, January
1890, No. 1.

Report on Tea Culture in Assam for the year 1889,

Il\lleveg;e and Agricultural, Agriculture ‘B’, June 1890,
0

. Indigo seed sent for usc of Japanese Government.

‘Revenue - and- Agricultural, -General -‘B’, Junc 1890,
Nos. 5-7. '



13.

14,

16.

17.

18.

19,

20.

21.
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Protection of insectivorous birds in interest of Agriculture.

Revenue and Agricultural, Agriculture ‘A’, July 1890,
Nos. 16-19.

Proposal for development of pony and mule-breeding
operations in India.

Revenue and Agricultural, Horse Breeding and Apgri-
cultural Stock ‘A’, August 1890, Nos. 1-2.

. Grant of advances to the sufferers in the Chittagong cyclone

and storm wave of October 1897.

Revenue and Agriculture, Famine ‘A’, January 1898,
Nos. 5-8.

Letters from Romesh Chander Dutt to Lord Curzon on
Land Revenue Settlements in British India.

Revenue and Agriculture, Land Revenue ‘A’, Novem-
ber 1900, Nos. 19-28.

Calendar of Land Revenue Settlements in India corrected

- upto 30 June 1902.

Revenue and Agriculture, Land Revenue °‘A’, June
1903, Nos. 21-38.

Bill to regulate Irrigation, Navigation and Drainage in
Burma.

Revenue and Agriculture, Land Revenue ‘A’, Septem-
ber 1903, Nos. 15-16.

Policy of Government with regard to opening of grain
shops in times of famine.

Revenue and Agriculture, Famine ‘B’, January 1915,
No. 2.

Notes by the Delegates for India and the British Empire,
to the International Institute of Agriculture, Rome, on
the Institute’s utility to the world and to India.

Revenue and Agriculture, Agriculture ‘A’, November
1915, Nos. 26-27.

Allotment of funds for development of Technical and

- Agricultural Education.

22.

23.

Revenue and Agriculture, Agriculture ‘A’, May 1918,
Nos. 7-8.

Constitution of Provincial Boards of Agriculture.

Revenue and Agriculture, Agriculture ‘A’, June 1919,
Nos. 32-36.

Note on cultivation and manufacture of cinchona in
India.

Education, Health and Lands, Agriculture ‘A’, Decem-
ber 1927, No. 37.

—510 Archive /87



26.

217.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

68

. Constitution of the Imperial Council of Agricultural

Research.

Education, Health and Lands, Agriculture ‘A’, July
1929, Nos. 75-83.

. Establishment of a branch of Agricultural Meteorology

under the Indian Meteorological Department.

Education, Health and Lands, Agriculture *A’, March
1931, Nos. 1-4.

Food Production Drive in Bombay under Grow More
Food Campaign.

Education, Health and Lands, Food Production, File
No. 20-16/1943-P.

Chemical fertilizers—requirements of India during 1944-45.
Education, Health and Lands, Food Production, File
No. 42-31.1943-P.

Schemes for increasing fish production in Sundarban Abad

areas in Bengal.

Education, Health and Lands, Food Production, File
No. 8-6,1944-P.

Plan for development of Poultry Farming in Delhi.

Education, Health and Lands, Food Production 11, File
No. 9-4/1944-P-II.

Establishment of a Fertilizer Factory at Sindri in Bihar.

Education, Health and Lands, Food Production II,
File No. 42-35/1945-P-11.

Training of candidates in the methods of Fisheries at
Nautical School, Grimsby, England.

Agriculture, Fisheries, File No. 19-1,1947-F-1.
Formation of a Standing Expert Committec on seeds.

Food and Agriculture, Seeds and Irrigation, File No.
3-1/1954-Seeds.

Policy regarding fixation of sugar and sugar-cane prices
for 1955-1956.

Fogd and Agriculture, Sugar, File No. SV-101(1)/
1954, ‘



MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS

Ministry of Home Affairs had its beginning in the Public Depart-
ment, which came into existence in January 1764. Prior to it. all
matters relating to Shipping. Revenue, Fortifications, Accounts
Appointments, etc. were dealt with by the Board of Council at Fort
William in Calcutta. The records series was designated as ‘Fort
William™. However. us the activities of the FEast India Company
became complex and diversified different departments or branches

were created cither to afford relief to the Public Department or to
put the work on a svstematic basis.

Rapid growth in the volume of work in the Public Department,
particularly after the grant of Diwani of Bengal, Bihar and Orissa
to the East India Company in August 1765, led to the establishment
of a special “Comptrolling Committee of Revenue” in March 1771,
which was superseded by a Council of Revenue on 13 October 1772.
This Council of Revenue was entrusted with both Revenue and
Judicial matters, and a separate Revenue and Judicial series com-
menced from 1772 The Council was designated as ‘“‘Revenue
Department”, after the passing of Regulating Act of 1773.

In the wake of re-organisation of the Government Secretariat
effected on 25 November 1815, the Revenue and Judicial Depart-
ment was separated. Financial, Revenue, and Separate Revenue were
grouped into one Dcpartment called as Territorial Department. In
March 1828, business relating to Separate Revenue was, however.
transferred from the Territorial to the General Department? As
a measure of economy, Revenue and Judicial Departments were once
again re-united on 30 April 1830, while Territorial Department was
dissolved' but it continued to operate till the end of 1830. Revenue
and Judicial records of the Government of India actually commence
from the time of their constitution in 1834, following separation of
the Government of Bengal from the Government of India.* In 1843,
when general re-organisation of the Secretariat was effected, General
Department was designated as Home Department and Revenue and
Judicial Branches were incorporated in it.

Military affairs of the East India Company had been entrusted to
the Secret Department. But under orders of the Court of Directors.
a “Controlling Military Committee” was formed in March 1771 and

1. Revenue and Judicial records prior to November, 1834 are preserved in
the State Archives, Government of West Bengal, Calcutta.

2. Nomenclature of the Public Department was re-designated as Genceral
Department on 5 June, 1818.

3. Governor General’s Original consultations are available from 1831
onwards.
69
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subscquently a Military Board was created in 1776 to control and
regulate the affairs concerning military activities. The Board, how-
ever, remained as a part of the Public Department and it continued
as such till 1786, when it was merged in the newly created Secret
and Military Depuartment.

Medical affairs of the Company were initially supervised by the
Hospital Board (1786), und then by a Medical Board (1796). But
functions of the Medical Board came  to an end once a  Director
General of Medical Department was appointed on 25 January 1858.
When Medical Department was re-organised in April 1896, the Officer
became the Director General of Indian Medical Service, the Directo-
rate remained under the administrative control of Home Department
until 1918, when it was placed under the [Education Department.

Although a separate Murine Board was created on 6 April 1795,
transuactions of the Governor General in Council on marine sub-
jects were recorded in  Public consultations. A separate series of
Marine Consultations commenced from 2 May 1838. But under the
re-organisation that took placc in 1843, subjects connected with
marine were transferred to Home Department, and they remained

with it until these subjects were transferred to the Military Depart-
ment in 1867.

Commercial Department was created in 1801,  But it functioned
as a branch of the Public Department. However, when the Com-
pany’s trade was terminated under the provisions of the Charter
Act of 1833. Commercial Department was abolished, and matters

concerning commerce, were dealt with in the Home Department until
1871.

Until 1815, when an Ecclesiastical Departiment as a branch of the
Public Department was established, all correspondence relating to
this subject was dealt with either in the Public Department or in
the Military Department. Matters relating to ecclesiastical affairs
continued to be the responsibility of the Public/Home Department
till these were transterred to the  Education Department on 9 Decem-
ber 1910.

Subjects relating to law had been dealt with in the Public Depart-
ment under a separate heading, ‘Law Consultations’. But in 1835
a separate Legislative Department was created to consider drafts of
Acts prepared in various Departments before their enactment. And,
this new Department became a branch of the Home Department on 1
May 1843. It remained a subject of this Department until February
1869 when an independent Legislative Department was created.

The General Department was re-designated as the Home Depart-
ment with effect from 1 May 1843, and subjects like Revenue, Sepa-
rate Revenue, Police, Judicial, Legislative, Marine, Ecclesiastical,
Post Office, Medical, Public Works, Education, and General Affairs
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were placed under this Department. Matters concerni 3 i

and Electric Telegraph which were dealt with in the ;%Jb[l)i?lB(r)afEcc:lex'
became independent branches mn  the Home Department in 1855 and
1856 respectively when work  connected with  these subject;‘- had
become heavy. This arrangement continued till 1867, whén business
connected with Post Office was transferred to Financial Department
(Separate Revenuc), and Electric Telegraph to Foreign Department.

The Home Department started administering Police and  Jails
aflairs from 1862 following the events of 1857 with u view to en-
suring internal peace and containing any similar events within the
territories in_ the British India. These subjects were formerly with
the Foreign Department.  The Home Department was assigned  in
1864 the additional business of ecditing the Guazerte of India. It
also took over the administration of Police. Judicial. Mcedical and
Ecclesiastical Departments of the assigned districts of Hyderabad,
Mysore and that of Coorg in 1866, though the administration

of Mysore was reverted to the Foreign Department on 16 Decem-
ber 1867.

Earlier, matters relating to Education were dealt in Public Branch
of Home De¢partment. However, FEducation became a separate
branch. of the Home Department in 1857, and it [unctioned
in that capacity until a separate Education Department was created
in 1910. In February 1896, Linguistic Survey of India had bcen
created in the Home Department to undertake a systematic survey
of Indian Languages. This work too was subsequently taken over
by the Education Department in February 1911.

Plan submitted by Sir William Hunter to Government of India for
the compilation of Gazetteers of India was approved in 1871 and
the first edition of the Imperial Gazetteer was published in 1881.
This subject remained in the Home Departinent till December 1910
when it was transferred to Education Department.!

In order to provide some relief to Home Department, business
relating to Income Tax, Licence Tax, Customs Duties, and Stamps
was transferred to the Financial Department on 21 March 1861.
This arrangement, however, did not prove satisfactory and only a
year later Customs Duties and Stamps were re-transferred to the
Home Department. However, in October 1863, subjects like Cus-
toms; Salt, "Opium, Stamips and ‘“Abkaree’ were transferred from Home
td the Financial Department. | }
“*“\With the creation of a new Department of Revenue, Agriculturc
and-Commerce on 6 June 1871, work relating to Agriculture, Forests,
Meteorology, Commerce and Trade, Fisheries. Statistics, Gazettcers,
Census, SurUeyS' (Revenue, = Topographical  and Trignometrical),
Municipalities, Sanitary, Emigration, etc. was transferred from Home

“‘?.A“Bri‘l'.rihvg‘\lhg l;gﬁod 187 i“ﬁlg'};};;,rho%ﬁvgxg ~the subjget was undei the Ravenue,
Agriculture and Commerce Department.
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Department to the newly created Department. But business con-
nected with Sanitary and Municipalities was re-transferred to Home
Department on 1 October 1873 and 2 November 1876 respectively.

In 1876, there was a major re-distribution of work among the
various Departments of  the Government of India.  Heme Depart-
ment was hcnceforth entrusted with all business connected with Law,
Justice, Police, Education, Ecclesiastical, Medical Service (civil), etc.
Further, in July 1879 the three existing civil administrative Depart-
ments, namely (i) Home, (ii) Revenue, Agriculture & Commerce,
and (iii) Finance, were reduced to two Departments by amalgamating
Revenue and Agriculture with Home. and Commerce with
Finance.?

Two years later in 1881 Home, Revenue, and Agriculiural Depart-
ment was bifurcated into two separate Departinents, viz. (i) Home,
and (ii) Revenue and Agricultural Department following recommen-
dation of the Famine Commission which was constituted by the
Government in May 1878. The items of work transferred to the
Revenue and Agricultural Department were : Land Revenue (includ-
ing Scttlenients and Taccavi loans), Surveys (cexcluding Archaeologi-
cal and Marine surveys), Agriculture and Horticulture (including
Fibres and Silks), Fisheries, Cattle-breeding, Cattle-diseases, Mineral
Mecteorology, and Famine. Rest of the business continued to be
dealt within the Home Department.

An Upper Burma Branch was created in the Hceine Department
in 1886 when that territory was annexed to British India. It was,
however, abolished in 1888 and the functions were distributed among
other departments of Government. In 1888 a Jails Branch was set
up to control the prisons. Its functions were subsequently expanded
to include the administration of lunatic asyluins; matters of mental
health, moral and social hygiene and children’s court; administration
of Andaman and Nicobar Islands; and, cases relating to missions
and missionaries and repatriation of Indians from Indo-China and
the United States of America. Eventually, however, this Branch
was stripped of all the charges except administration of prisons.

During the years that followed, work relating to many subjects
were transferred from Home Department to Revenue and Agricultural
Dcpartment. Those included Industrial Arts, Economic Museums, and
Agricultural exhibitions (January 1881), Forests (October 1886),
Archaeology and Conservation of Ancient Monuments (April
1887), Patents (Junc 1888), and Weights and Measures (June
1R890). Work relating to Indian Merchandise Marks Act IV of 1889
was transferred from Home to Finance and Commerce Department in
August 1890, while Statistics was transferred from Home tc Finance,
and Commerce Department in August 1896. 1In November 1901, a

§. For a complete list of items of work allotted to the two Departments please
see Appendix V of the Guide ro the Records in the National Archives of
Indi., Part 1, (New Delhi. 1977), p. 237-38.
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separate Directorate General of Education was created to advise the
Govcn_:or General in Council and the Provincial Governments on
educational matters.¢

During the first decade of the twentieth century, tvo major
changes were effected at  the Central Secretariat of the Government
of India. A new Commerce and Industry Department was created
on | March 1905, while a separatc Education Department was consti-
tuted on 9 December 1910. This resulted in the transfer of subjects
like Factories, Explosives. and Petroleum from Home to the Com-
merce and Industry Department, and Education, Local Self-govern-
ment,  danitation.  Ecclesiastical  Affairs, Museums., Exuminations
Archaeology, Census, Gazetteers. Record Office. Imperial Library‘
Buoks and Publications etc., from Home to the Education Depan:
ment.” Work connected with ‘Census’ was, however, re-transferred
to Home Department in 1923 on the recommendation of the In-
chcape Committee.

With a view to deal with the growing political unrest in the coun-
try, a separate Political Branch was created in the Home Department
in July 1907. Subjects like maintenance of law and order, internal
security. preventive measures to suppress political, communal, and
anti-Government activities, advising the Provincial Governments about
steps to be taken for checking such activities. adminisicving of law
relating to the press. books and newspapers, cinematogcaphy, control
of foreigners in India. and repatriation to India of Indians abroad,
came within  the purview of this new Branch. However. with the
commencement of Second World War. functions of the Political
Branch grew enormously. Consequently. on 10 Junc 1940, it was
bifurcated into (i) Political (Internal), and (ii) Political (External).
On 24 October 1941, the latter was further sub-divided into Political
{ External) and Political (External War). These were re-designated
ajs Poligiz%l (External I) and Political (External 1I) respectively in
une 1 .

Prior to 1919, subject relating to constitutional reforms was dealt
within the Home Department. But when an indepeadeint Reforms
Office was created on 13 December 1919, the subject was transferred
to 1it. However, on the abolition of Reforms Office in April 1921,
works which had been under its control were once again tuken over
by the Home Department. Consequent to the appointinent of a
Statutory Commission under the chairmanship of Sir John Simon in
1927, a ‘Special Branch' was created in the Homc Department in
July 1927 to attend to the work connected with the Commission. This
Branch was wound up towards the middle of 1929 and its work was
taken over by the Public Branch. On 15 May 1930 Reicrms Office
was once again set up to deal with questions relating to the reforms

6. The Post of Director General of Fducation was ibclished with the formation
of a new FEducation Department.

7. The subjects Archaeology and Epigraphy were transferred from the
Revenue and Agriculture Department to Home Department on 1 May,
190s.
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_arising out of the report of the Simon Commission. This office
functioned upto March 1940.%

Under Government of India Act of 1919, although the responsi-
bility of certain subjects was delegated to the Provinces, a substantial
amount of control of Home Department over Provincial Administration
in respect of law and order, etc. continued. But after passing of
Government of India Act in 1935, Provinces were made responsible
for administration of Justice, Public Order, Police, Prisons, etc., and
thus the scope of control of Home Department in respect of these
subjects was very much reduced. On 9 September 1941, the Judi-
cial Section of the Home Department was abolished and major
portion of its work was transferred to the Legislative Department.

Constitutional Reforms introduced by the Government of India
Act of 1935 increased the work load in Governor General’s Secreta-
riat. Consequently, to cater %o the needs of this increased work,
a separatc section known as Governor General’s Section was created
on 11 July 1938 in the Home Department. This Section was super-
seded by an independent Office of Secretary to Governor General
(Public) on 21 November 1938. This Office dealt with the follow-
ing subjects : Appointments of Chief Justice of India and Judges of
the Federal Court, Chief Justices and Judges of High Courts, (includ-
ing the Chiet Courts of Oudh and Sind), Chairman, Members and
the Secretary of the Federal Public Service Commission, Auditor
General, Chief Commissioners, Chairman of the Tribunal to be
set up to arbitrate the disputes between the Provinces in respect of
road-rail-coordination, Governor’s privileges, allowances, and grant of
leave, Individual cases of Officers of the Secretary of State’s Service
serving in Provinces in respect of discipline, pay, passage, - pension,
seniority, lien etc., Arbitration in disputes over certain matters bet-
ween the Centre and the Provinces, and Petitions for mercy from
the prisoners condemned to death. in British India. On 15 August
1947, this office was abolished and its functions were transferred to
the Home Department.

Conclusion of World War II in 1945 led to some adjustment in
the allocation of business in August 1946. While five subjects, viz.;
Conventions with other countries in judicial matters, Extradition of
criminals and accused persons from British-India to = Indian States,
Criminal Jaw and Criminal Procedure, Suits and Prosecution of
‘Government - servants in''certain States, andConstitution and ‘organd-
sation, jurisdiction and power of Courts. (except the Federal Court),
were transferred from the Legislative 'Department to ‘Heme Depart-
ment. However, fifteen subjects were taken out of the Home Depart-
merit and assigned to different Departments. *i.e.. Procedure in Rent
and Revetue Courts| Puonds and Presdrvation of cattle: trespass, Pro-
tection of wild animals and birds, .and Prevention of cruelty to, ani-
mals to the Department of Agriculture; Matters connected. with Asso-

-8, Records nf the Reforms Office are kept:separately as 'a distinet series in
-1:14thel Naticnal Archivesof ) India. - For: details;iste.ichapter:: “Ministsgl  of
Law”, Guide to the Sources of Asian History, Vol. 3.2, Sy
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ciation of Moral and Social Hygiene in India (including Children’s
Court _and Victoria Memorial Hall, Calcutta) to the Depaitment of
Education; Money lending to Finance Department; Registration of
Births and Deaths, Lunacy and Mental deficiency, and Ranchi Euro-
pean Mental Hospital to the Department of Health; and Law
relating to Charitable and Religious Endowments, Civil Law and
and Civil Procedure, Marriage and Divorce, Bankruptcy and Insol-

vency, and Registration of Deeds and Documents to the Legislative
Department.

With eflect from 29 August 1947, Home Department came to
be known as Ministry of Home Affairs. Soon after indcpendence the
Ministry of Home Affairs was dealing with the following main heads
of work : (i) Central Intelligence Bureau, General questions (other than
those which have a financial bearing) relating to All India and Central
Services, Selection Board and Establishment Ofhicer to the Govern-
ment of India, All matters relating to Indian Administrative and
Police Services, Questions (other than those which have a financial
bearing) relating to conditions of service of ministerial and inferior
staff of the Government of India Secretariat and attached and subordi-
nate offices, and recruitment of ministerial staff of the Government of
India Secretariat and attached offices, Appointment of non-Indians
to civil posts under the Government of India, Communal representa-
tion in the services under the Government of India, General questions
relating to verification of character and antecedents of candidates for
Government Service, Staff of the Ministry of Home Affairs, Census,
Arms, firearms and ammunition, Extention of powers and jurisdiction
of members of a police force to an area outside the Province, the
Delhi Special Police Establishment, State Lotteries, Immigration
from Foreign and Commonwealth countries, except the countries to
which the Reciprocity Act applies, Entry of persons, other than return-
ing emigrants, from Commonwealth countries except those to which
the Reciprocity Act applies, Grant of visas and endorsements for entry
into India, and the control of foreigners in India, Deportation of
Nationals of Foreign States from India, Naturalization, European
vagrants inside India, Prevention of the bringing into Dominion of
India of undesirable literature under Section 19 of the Sea Customs
Act, War service concessions regarding civil services, Key Leave
Scheme, Recruitment to vacancies in civil services reserved for ‘War
Service’ candidates, Allocation of Priorities for sea passages ex-India
to the United Kingdom, Civil Defence including Air raid precautions,
United Nations - Organisation——Human Rights, Rights of Wonien,
Genocide Reports étc. - of-varioud committées appointed to consider
proposals “on’ éocial, economiic) political, jidicial and other ‘matters,
International Conventions, ' Extradition ' of ¢riminals and "accused ‘per~
dons feom Dominion 'of Thdia to ‘Tidian!Stdtes, Constitution and orgi-
Ridation|jurisdiction aid powers:‘of!'all’ cdurts 'éxcept’ the Pederul
@oiitt fnivespect viomatters in' thisrifist, Pederal PubliciSéfvice (Commivd
SO "Warrhnt of Preceleniee; (1 ARbitthtion vin7 digputesovet certhily
thatters thotween: thé Governmeht 'of * India™ and ithe Provinbes, - Partil
tion Council and its decisions, Transfer Bureau, Resettlement of

rétreriched tephporary; efitpfoyees, ‘Resthrjemetty E™ ndiptt gitiplogecs
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of Goverament of Burma, Issue of declarations of eligibility for ad-
inission to service of candidates from Pakistan and Indian States;
(ii) Legislation in respect of : Removal of prisoners and accused persons
from one Province to another, Newspapers, books and printing presses,
including the administration of the Press and Registration Act, 1867,
the Press (Emergency Powers) Act, 1931, Sections 99 A to 99 G,
Criminal Piccedure Code, Prisons, Criminal Tribes, Persons subjected
to preventive detention under Central authority, Criminal Law, Cri-
minal Procedure, Constitution and organization, jurisdiction and
powers of all Courts except the Federal Court with respect of matters
in this list, Provincial Bills, Regulations and Ordinances, Extension
of Central Acts and Ordinances to the Excluded Areas; (iii) Matters
relating to Chief Commissioners” Provinces of Coorg, Delhi, Ajmer-
Merwara and Panth Piploda, Andaman and Nicobar Islands except
IForest and Education, Appointment of Governor-General’s Council of
Ministers, Ministers of State and Deputy Ministers, Chief Justices and
Judges of High Courts, the Chief Justice of India and Judges of the
Federal Court, Amendment or interpretation of the Government of india
(High Court Judges, Federal Court and Governors' Allowances
and Privileges) orders and sanctions thereunder, Grant of leave to the
Governor-General and Governors, Appointment of Chief Commissio-
ners and of the administrative and judicial ofticers in the Chief Com-
missioner’s Provinces, Petitions for mercy from condemned prisoners,
Gazetted Status, Royal Human Society Awards, Holidays for the Cent-
ral Secretariat, Rules of Business and Secretariat Instructions, Flags
and National Anthem, Entertainment Fund, Recommendations for
the Kings’ Police and Fire Service Medal and Indian Police Medal,
Coat of arms, Privilege Ticket Order concession for civil employees
and Secretariat Security Scheme.

After the integration of Indian Princely States with the Union of
India, the Ministry of States, which was dealing with matters relating
to Indian States was merged with the Ministry of Home Affairs with
effect from 10 January 1955.% At this stage Ministry of Home Affairs
took over functions connected with administrative, financial und
economic problems of Hyderabad, Jammu & Kashmir, Madhya Bharat,
Mysore, Patiala and East Punjab States Union, Rajasthan, Saurashtra,
Travancore-Cochin; matters relating to Bhopal, Himachal Pradesh,
Vindhya Pradesh, Kutch, Manipur and Tripura; and matters arising
out of the instruments of merger and covenants entered into between
the Government of India and rulers of former Princely States, which
included, among other things, privy purses and the settlement of pri-
vate properties of the rulers. Another major re-allocation of business
took place on 13 March 1957 when Ministry of Home Affairs received
as many as 103 subjects, which could be broadly classified into four
major groups namely, (i) Public Services, (ii) Public security, (iii)
Judicial matters, and (iv) Miscellanenous. Matters concerning All
India and Central Service came within the first group; administration
of law and order in the centrally administered areas was dealt within
the second group; appointment of Judges of the Supreme Court and

9. For details of records of the Ministry of States, see chapter “Ministry of
External Affairs”, Guide to the Sources of Asian History, Vol. 3.2,
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High Courts, their pension, and petition from condemned prisoners
were the broad subjects under group three; and subjects of group four
concerned administration of Ajmer, Delhi, Coorg, and the Andaman
and Nicobar Islands, allowances of President. Qovernors. and Minis-

ters, Census etc.1¢

10. For functions allotted to Ministry of Home Affairs see Appendix XV of
*: the Guide to the Records in-the National Archives of India. Part il, (New

Delhi, 1977) pp. 265—271,
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©*" GROWTH 'OF THE MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS

Coundil ai Fort William (1748)* ... .. .

- e e & -

Public D¢ partment (1 764)

|

Genera] Deptrtment (I818)

Home Department (1843)

Home, Revenue and Agriculture Department (1875)

Home Department (1881)

Ministry of Home Affairs (1947)
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RECORDS AVAILABLE IN THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES OF INDIA

A. Coungil at Fort Williem 1748-1763
B. Publlc/Generﬂl/Homc Department* 1764-1946
Ministry of Home kﬂ'ﬂlr% 1947-1957

D, Ot'hcr Groups

Separate Annual/consolidated Indices of all the above Groups except Other

Groups are available.

e e W e e e e e

i

sl ()isgrmtlon Inclusive N Bulk
No. years ‘ A —
Bundies Volumes
: . _i,_-________ e T P
_ (iD)
A; COUNC[L AT FOR’[‘ W!LL(AM
1748-1763 ,
Consulidtions 1748-1763 2 22
Despatches : ‘
To Court of Diregtors. .  1748-1763 10
From Court of Directors . ..o 1755-1763 - s
B. PUBLIC/GENERAL/H.OME DEPARTMENT
- 1764-1946 ‘ !
[. Pre-1860 Records
Name of the Branch - - -
. Ecclesiasticd]
Body Sheets ., 18421857 . . 1o
Consultations . . 1815- 1859 ; 65 4 4
Consultations, G6veirnor Generﬂlq 1848.1851 3
1858 s T
Despatches :
To Court of Duu,lm 5/§cclclﬂ|y of Siate for :
India R .. 1820-1859 2 2l
From Court of Dncclors/Scuetany OfSldlc o _
for Indja } . 1824:18389 2 h
To Seécretary, Indja HOllsc 1857-1858 1
2. Education
Body Sheets . 1B5Y [ 1
Consultatjons Cot e eaeiegn ! 18841859 8 1
Consultations, G()verﬁon Genenﬂls 1858 1
Despaiches :
" To Court of Dll'ect(n cretary of Stéte
for Indja y /Se 1856-1859 8
From Secretdry of Stalc for Indja 1859 l -

~ *From July 1879 10 June 1881,
. Revenue and Agricultural Depﬂrtm(nt

the Deparimcnt was dcssgnﬂ(cd -'s Home
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) ()]
3. Electric Telegraph
Body Sheets 1857 1
Consultations . 1857-.1859 8 2
Despatches :~ -
To Court of DnrectorsfSecretary of Siate for
India ) ) . . 1856-18%9 - 9
From Court of Dnrectors/Secretary of Stdte
for India . . ) 1856-1859 - s
4. Judicial
Body Sheets 1834-1856 