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PREFACE 

This volume is tllc first in the series "Guide to tllc Sources of Asian 
History" pertaining to India. It covers records of  eleven ministries 
oC the Governnlcnt of India out of a total of nineteen niinistries that 
existed in 1900. Jnforniation about the remaining eight ministries and 
private rccords in the ciistody of thc National Archivcs of India will 
be given in thc second volumc of the series. Records in the various 
archival repositories in India arc generally open for rcscarch after 30 
ycrirs of tlleir creation. and 1960 has becn takcn as the cut off ycar, 
i ts  this project is proposccl to bc completed by 1990. Orga~iisational 
set-up of the various records creating agencies in this serics has, therc- 
fore, becn taken as it stocxl in 1900. 711is ~natcrial hay been dealt 
wit11 in 11 chapters, thcrcby ensuring that each nli~iistry is treated 
individually and separately. Furthcr, thesc have been arranged 
nlphabctically and do not in any way indicate thc iniporlnrlcc of rc- 
cords of orlc nlinistry ovcr thc otlicr. 

Each chaptcr givcs the genesis of thc prcsent set-up, its organisa- 
tional history, ancl functional changes from time to time. A list of 
samc inloortant documents of Indian and international importance 
with thei; rcfere~lccs has also bccn appcnded. It is felt that this would 
permit tlic users t o  know the naturc of thc docun~ents tJiat might be 
available in each ministry as also to assess their importance. Bulk 
of records of cach record series in a ministry has as well becn given 
to facilitate the rcader in getting an idea of the quantum of records 
that could be profitably perused. 

It is hoped that this series of Guide would bc a useful tool in the 
utilization of the rich collection of record holdings of thc National 
Archives of India and help in promoting historical research. 

R. K. PElXTI 
Director of Archivcs, 
Government of India. 

National Archives of India. 
Ncw Delhi, 
16 October 1987. 





INTRODUCTION 

Origin of the Project 

'Guide to the Sources of Asian History' is a part of UNESCO's 
coinprehensive project 'Guide to the Sources of the History of Nations' 
initiated in 1959 in collaboration with the Internatio~~hl Council 
on Archives. The Asian part of the project was, however, inaupu- 
rated at a planning meeting held at Kuala Lumpur (Malaysia) during 
2-6 July 1979, where the modalities of compiling the National Guide 
were discussed. After having participated in the Kuala Lumpur meeting 
Jndia virtually launched the project in June 1984, with the constilu- 
tion of an Advisory Committee, which deliberated and set the guide- 
lines for preparing the Indian Chapter of the 'Guide to the Sources of 
Asian History'. Of the twelve Asian countries participating in the 
Project India has been allocated country number '3' for its Guides. 

The present volume is the first in the series of six volumes of 
Guides proposed to be brought out by the National Archives of lndia 
to serve as a major reference media for holdings of arcblval reposito- 
ries and other custodial institutions in India. The volur~ies have been 
planned as iollows :- 
Volumes 3.1-3.2 Guide to Records in the National 

Archives of lndia. 

Volumes 3.3-35 Guide to Records in the State/Union 
Territory Archives in India. 

Volume 3.6 Directory of Custodial institutions in 
India having records and manuscripts. 

The &st two volumes, as they are planned, relate to record 
holdings of the National Archives of India covering 30 linear kilometres 
of shelf space, spanning a chronological range of 330 yzars from 1630 
to 1960. This variegated accumulation relates to commercial ventu- 
res of the East Indja Company, its administration after it took over 
government of the country, India under the direct British rule, and the 
early years of independent: India. 

Method of Imple~ner~tntiorl 

The cut-off date for the volumes has been set at 1960. At this 
date the major executive functions of the Government at the centre 
were being carried out by nineteen ministries. The iirst two vol~~mes 
of the Guide describe and provide information on these nineteen minis- 
vies, besides containing informattion about the 'Private Records' avail- 
able with the National Archives of India. 

(vii) 



viii 

Volume I of the Guide provides detailed clescription of the follow- 
ing seven series of records : Commerce and Industty, F.;.ducalion, 
Finance, Food and Agriculture, Home Affairs, Railways, and Works, 
Hcusing a n i  Supply. The procedure adopt4 for clcc;criptio~l of thcsc 
se~ies in #Ibis Guide is to provide : 

(a)  organisational history of thc Ministry ant1 its predecessor 
agencies; 

(b)  chart showing growth of the Ministry; 

(c) statement showing bulk of records of the series, with break- 
up in accordance with it s organisational components ((Divi- 
sion, Branch, Section, etc.), physical form (bundles of 
files, volumes, etc), alongwit* chronoilogical limit< in each 
case and indication of available finding aids; 

((1) sollle significant documents nvailablc in thhc series. 

Besides, the volunle carries notes on four agencics, i.e. Ministries 
of Information and Broadcasting, Irrigation and Power, Labour and 
Einploymen~, and Rehabilitation. These notes have been prcpared on 
thc basis of information elicited from a variety of sources. The rele- 
vant data havc substantially been collected from records of other dcpart- 
ments held in the custody of National Archives of India, reports, and 
other published sources, including publications of the Ministries con- 
ce~ned. 

11le Guide is designed to aid research scholars, officials a.nd other 
users of archives in identifying casily and quickly the series/groups of 
records of their interest. The brief organisational histoiy that precedes 
the ini7erltories is calculated to help the users in narrowing their area 
of search so that the process of retrieval does not involve unnecessary 
loss of timc. Besides, the Guide has been made, as far as possible, 
clear, simple and unambiguous to enable the user to trace out docu- 
ments and data of his interest. 

National Archives of India, formerly known as Imperial Record 
Department, was establishel in Calcutta in March 1891. In 191 1, 
capital of lndia was transferred from Calcutta to Dclhi and this 
11.ecessitated the transfer of official rccords to the new capital. On 
completion of tbe contruction of the present building in 1926, shifting 
of records started and the entire bulk of records was transferred to Delhi 
by March 19 37. However, after India achievcd independence, the 
name of Imperial R w r d  Department was changed to National Archives 
of lndia on 30 August 1947. The designation of the Keeper of Re- 
cords wa? a l ~ ~  then changed to the Director of Archives. 

The Nationa'l Archives of India is an attached office of the Depart- 
ment of Culture in the Ministry of Human Resource Development. It 
is the official custodian of all non-current records of the Government 



of India and its predecessor bodies as also the former British Resi- 
dencies in the erstwhile Indian States. Besides, it has a rich collection 
ot prlvate papers of eminent Lndian leaders and British administrators, 
who have played a leading role in shaping the history of India. It 
also has a very sizeable collection of microfilms of records of Indian 
interest, which has been acquired from various countries in Asia, 
Europe nr:d America. 

All records, which are 30 years old, are open for consultation. 
though thers are a few exceptions and restrictions to this general rule.'-: 
Special permission may be obtained from the concerned Ministry for 
consulting those set of records, which have not been transferred to 
National Archives of India as also the records otherwise closed, but 
available in the National Archives of India. Foreigners desirous of 
examining records in the custody of the National Archives of India 
are required to produce a letter of accredition from the institution 
sponsoring their studies as also from their respective Diplomatic Mis- 
sion in India, 

Research Room of the National Archives of India remains open 
on all days of the year excepting Sundays and three national holidays 
i.e. 26 January, 15 August and 2 October. While on working days, 
the Research Room is open from 9.00 hours to 20.00 hours. on holi- 
days it rbmams open from 9.00 hours to 17.50 hours. For thc ocnelit 
of scholars, rcprographic and transcription services arc availablc on 
payment within the National Archives of India. Information service 
is also undertaken by the National Archives of India on behalf of 
private individuals/institutions on pre-payment of prescribed search 
k c .  Applications seeking information for permission to consult rccords 
are required to be addressed to the Director, National Archives of 
India, Janpath, New Delhi-11000 1. 

Sysiern of  Record Keeping 

Wbile consulting Public Records in the National Archives of India. 
users would come across certain technical terms, such as Consulta- 
rtjons, Body Sheets, Proceedings etc. These terms had infact been used 
for reccrds created by the Central Government in the course of its 
administrative activities. And, to facilitate their proper understanding, 
it is felt nccessary to provide a short survey of the various docun1ent:l- 
tion practices followed from time to time while creating records. 

Initially business of the East India Company was disposed of in a 
Council of the senior Factors, which was presided over by the Chief 
Factor or the Governor. This Council usually, met once a week. 
Matters discussed there, and orders passed on them wzre subsequently 
recorded in a book. This book was originally called Diary and Con- 
,rultation Book. Subsequently, it was designated as Consultation Book 
only. Besides, two more volumes were maintained : one contained 
copies of letters received, and the other had copies of letters issued by 

*For details see 'National Archives of India Historical Research Rules' in 
Appendix. 



the Factory. Letters to and from the Court of Directors in England, 
containing summaries of transaction in India, and criiicisn~ of the 
Directors on the doings of the factories, instructions for futurc guidance 
etc. were however, bound in separate volumes. 

With the increase in business, system of record keeping underwent 
slight change. Registers of letters received or issued werc: abolished. 
Secretary of the Council received and placed before it all documents 
for col~sideration. He also prepared minutes of the proceedings. These 
minutes were called Body Sheets. These included list of papers and 
orders, with resolutions, etc. recorded on them. Itetns in the Body 
Slreets were entered in the order in which the papers had been consi- 
dered lu the Council and numbered serially in that sequelice. Subse- 
quently, a full account of the Proceedings of the meeting, viz. all 
documents considered and orders passed on them werc copied out in 
full in a :lolume, originally termed as Consultatiort Book, but later as 
Proceeaing L'olunze. The original documents, from which copies were 
made, were called Original Consultations, and were kept in separate 
bundles. Certain communications, which were of routine nature, were 
not placed before the Council, and were disposed of over the signature 
of the Secretary. Copies of such papers were kept in a scparatc volume 
known as Order Book. 

With thc growing power of the East India Company, and expand- 
ing nut~ll.e o!' its functions, matters other than trade and commerce 
also received its attention. Consequently, business of the C o m p a ~ y  
was divided under various sub-heads like Secret, Public, Revenue, 
Political, Military, etc. But general documentation practice remained 
the same, though creation of every new department i.nvolvcd starting 
of a new series of records. Separate indexes were also prepared for 
each series to render contents of records easily accessible. 

From 1860, a new sys(;,em of recording proceedings every month 
was started and each proceeding was to be closed by the end of the 
month in which it had been started. This gave rise to creation of' 
Monthly Proceedings, in place of the earlier Weekly Consultations. 
Further, each of the Proceedings were categorised as 'A', 'B', 'C', or 
'Deposit' depending on their importance : 'A' Proceedings dealt with 
policy questions. They were invariably printed and their copies were 
sent to Secretary of State for India for information, while 'B' Proceed- 
ings dealt with important cases other than policy questions. These 
were not printed, though a table of content$ of these papers was 
printed and kept in the volume of monthly proceedings. 'C' Proceed- 
ings dealt with routine papers of very little importaace. 'Deposit' 
Proceedings, however, mainly comprised ordinary petitions or only 
the covering or forwarding letters received from other Presidencies. 
Another set of 'Secret' Proceedings was introduced at a later stage by 
Lord Rlayo. Like 'A' Proceedings these too were printed. But copies 
of these were not sent to the Secretary of State for India for informa- 
tion, though these were reported separately, as enclosures to the Des- 
patches to the Secretary of State. 



Each of the above mentioned categories formed a distinct group 
and was assigned a separzit.e set of serial number. 

In course of time, this system underwent certain moditications. 
lMonthly closing of proceedings was discontinued, and the tiles were kept 
open till completion of the transaction for which these had been created. 
Later, following the reconlmendations of the Secretariat Procedure 
Coim~ittec ( 1920), topical or subject-filling system was introduced. 
'I'his systcnl ~equired that files in every branch/section of a Department 
should be opened in accordance with a list of predetermined subject 
heading, but bearing consecutive serial number. The new system was 
introducd a#;, first in the Commerce Department on experimental basis, 
and was adopted by the Home Department in June 1921. By 1923 it 
came into force in almost all Departments and Government establish- 
ments. 111 the early stages a file bore both the file nurnbe: and the 
proceeding number in some Departments. But as the revised system 
got fir;nlv established, the practice of giving Proceeding number on the 
file was dropped. This system continued with very little variation even 
in the post-independence period. 





MINISTRY O F  COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY 

During the first half of the seventeenth century, the East India 
Conlpany had established a series of trading centres, called 'Factories', 
ill different parts of India.' Business in each of these Factories which 
initidly rrlatccl to trade and cognate subjects only, was conducted 
under the supervision of a Chief Member or 'Factor' who was styled 
as Presidc:lt (later on as C;overnor). He was assisted by a Council 
of Senior Members of the Factory. The same system was adoptcd 
in Bengal and it continued to function at the Council at Fort William 
when it became the centre of activities for the East India Company. 
Howev~r, with the acquisition of political power and territorial rights 
by the Company, its style of functioning underwent a change and two 
Departments, viz., 'Public' and 'Secret' were created with e k t  from 
1 January 1764. While the Public Department was entrusted, among 
other functions, with matters concerning Shipping, Revcr~ue, Accounts, 
the Secret Department controlled the relations of East India Company 
with the Indian States and all works connected with the formation and 
execution of military plans. Both these Departments were under one 
Secretary. However, during the years that followed work in both the 
Departments increased greatly and it was decided on 23 kptember 
1783 to separate completely the Secret and Public Departments by 
i~ppoir;ting a separate Secretary for each. At the same time, functions 
allotted to each department were stated clearly. As a result, matters 
relating to commerce and shipping came under the Public Department. 
In May 1786, as per orders from the Court of Directors, a Board of 
'Trade was set up, whose proceedings were transmitted to the Court 
under the head Comnlercial Department. However, under orders 
from the Court of Directors, despatches to the Court were sent under 
five separate heads, viz., Public, Political, Military, Revenue and 
Commercial. On 5 June 1818, the name of the Public Department 
was changed to "General Department" and it's Secretary designated 
as "Secretary to the Government in General, Foreign and Com~nercial 
I~epart~nents". An important change took placc in 1819 with the 
formation cf the Board of Customs, Salt and Opium. rhis new Boartl 
took over the work relating to "Salt" and "Opiun~" from the existing 
Board of Trade. 

By the Charter Act of 1833 monopoly of Indian tradt: enjoyed by 
llie East India Company was abolished, and consequently, its Com- 

1. The period 1600- 1748 has been generally described as 1 he "Factory 
Period" in the history of the East India Company. Some of the important 
Factories established in the early period were at Surat, Ahmedabad, 
Broach, klasulipattam, Fort St. George, Hariharpul-, Balasore, Hooghli. 
Patna, Kasimbazar, Bombay and Dacca. Factory recorcls are preserved 
in the Tamil Nadu State Archives, Madras, and Maharashtra State Archives, 
Bombay, as well as in the India Office Library and Records, London. 
Microfilm copies of "Factory Records" pertaining to those at Calcutta, 
Balasore, Broach and Burdwan have, however, been acquired by the 
National Archives of India from India Office Library and Records, London. 

( 1 )  



mercial Department ceased to exist. Separation of the Secretariat of 
the Goverainent of India from that of the Government of Bengal, led 
to thc change of nomenclature of the "General Department" to "Home 
Department" on 1 May 1843. As earlier, matters concernillg com- 
merce and industry continued to be dealt within this Depaitment. 

A. Commerce and ltzdustry Departnle~~t, 1905- 1920 

The British Crown assumed responsibility of administering the 
East lndia Company's possessions in India in 1858. This resulted in 
a new approach of the Government towards its commercial interests. 
It was realized that the future development of Indian Commerce 
depended on the improvement in the quantity and quality of existing 
agricultural goods. Vast opportunities were thrown open for the 
promotion of commercial interests of India vis-a-vis other countries 
co~~sequent to the opening of the Suez Canal in 1869. With a view 
to implementing this objective, a new department designated as the 
Department of Revenue, Agriculture and Commerce was created in 
June 1871. It took up a certain portion of work concc.rniug corn- 
merce and industry fro111 almost all the existing departments of the 
Government of India. In July 1879, when the work of certain exist- 
ing Departments of the Government of India was re-distributed, 
'Commerce' became the responsibility of the newly constituted Finance 
and Commerce Department. 

By a Resolution of the Government of India, a new Department 
oE Commerce and Industry was created in March 1905. This Depart- 
ment was charged with the function of advising the Government of 
lndia on questions relating to the commercial treaties and commercial 
aspects of the contracts which the various departments entered into 
from time to time. J. P. Hewett was appointed as the Member-in- 
Charge of the Department and W. L. Harvey became its first Secretary. 

The following subjects withdrawn from different departments were 
allotted to it : 

1. Explosives, Petroleum and Factories from the Home 
Department; 

2. Weights and Measures, Economic Products, Fisheries, 
Geology and Minerals, Practical Arts and Museums, Com- 
mercial Exhibition, Internal Land Trade, Inventions and 
Designs, and Emigration from the Revenue and Agricultural 
Department; 

3. Trade and Commerce, Merchandise Marks, Merchant Ship- 
ping, Ports, Port-dues and Pilotage, Lighting of Coasts, 
Cotton Duties, Stationery and Printing, Supp1.y of Stores, 
Statistics, Post Offices and Customs from the Finance and 
Commerce Department; and 

4. Certain aspects of railway admillistration i'rom Public Works 
Department. 



The Resolution coustituling the Comolercc and Indusky Depart- 
ment also rovided for the appointment of a Director General d 
Commercia f Intelligence in place of the Director General of S t a h  
tics. The new Officer was to act as an intermediary between (he 
new Member of the Department of Commerce and Indutry, and the 
mercantile community. F. Noel Paton was appointed as the first 
Director General of Commercial Intelligence on 27 February 1905. 

On setting up of the Railway Board as an indepgndent Depart- 
ment in 1908, the work relating to railway administration, which was 
being handled by the Commerce and Industry Department, was 
bansferred to it. 

In 1910 work rclating to Excise and Salt was lrausferred from the 
Finance Department to the Commerce and Industry Department. 

The work connected with Museunls was transferred from the 
Commerce and Industry Department on 9 December 1910, to the 
newly coilstituted Education Departnlent. 

In  April 1914, the work relating to collectioll and publication of 
statistics was taken away from the Director General of Commercial 
Intelligence and placed under independent charge of a llirector of 
SGtistics. G. Finlay Shirras was appointed as the first Director of 
Statistics. . .- 

On 1 March 1917, a new organisation known as the Indian 
Munitions Board was created and the function relating to supply of 
Stores, which had been so far dealt within the Commerce and indus- 
try Department, was transferred to its charge. 

In 1919, the subject of Civil Aviation, which had acquircd grcat 
[mportance in the wake of World War I, was i'ornially put under the 
charge of the ~epartment of Commerce and Industry. On 1 January 
1920, the work relating to the Peace ~ r e a t y  with Germany, Enemy 
Debts and League of Nations was- transferred to ths 1xgislativc 
Departnient. 

On 1 March 1920, the I~lclian Munitions Board was reconstituted 
as the Board of Industries and Munitions. It was a temporary orga- 
nization designed to close the war commitments of the Indian Muni- 
tions Board. The Board of Industries and Munitions took over the 
functions relating to industries from the Commerce and Industry 
Department, which was then designated as the Commerce Department. 

C'c>n.;~(il~cnt o n  the transfer of business connected with the 'ludus- 
trics' to thc Board of  T11t lus l1 . i~~  ant1 RiIunitio~ls which was crcnled on 

2 -5 10 AI chive :/ 57 



1 March 1920, the Department of Columerce and Industriqs was 
designated as the Department of Commerce. I t  continued to transact 
all business previously dealt within the Commerce and Industry 
Department, with the exception of such items which had been trans- 
firred to the Board of Industries and Munitions. 

On 5 July 1920, the business connected with the subject "Enli- 
gration" was div'!ded between the Cgmmerce Depart~nent and - the 
Fcl-eign and Political Department. The matters relating to e ~ n i g r a  
tion to Egypt, Palestine, Mesopotamia and foreign countries other 
than Surinam were allotted to the Foreign andPolitical Departinent 
and those excepting thesc countries, wcrc to bc dealt within the 
Co~nmcrce Department. 

On 3 August 192 1, that part of the work relating to "Emigration" 
which was being conducted in the Co~nmerce Deparlment was trans- 
fzrrcd to the Reve~luc and Agric~iltural Departmcnt. From the same 
date tlie business connected with the Posts, Tclzgraphs, Telephones, 
Wireless Telegraphy, Cables ancl Civil Aviation was made over by 
the Commerce Dcpartment to the Public Works Department. Besides, 
the part connected with thc administrative control of the 'Local Clear- 
ing Ofice' and the subject 'Pcace Treaties' were transferred to the 
Legislative Dcpartment. On Novenlbcr I ,  the Finance Department 
took over the business connected with Banking and on 17th of the 
same month, the subject head 'Inter-Provincial Migration' was taken 
over by the Department of Industries from the Ccmmerce ~epar tment ,  
while the busincss relating to thc administration of the Indian Tea 
Cess Act IX of 1903 was made over to the Commerce Department 
by the Departmcnt of Industries. The latter Departmcnt also handed 
ovcr to the former the subject 'Exhibition' from 16 April, 1923. 

Consecluent on tlie re-allocation of work among the Departments 
of the Government of India in May 1923, the Comnlerce Department 
was made rcsponsiblc for all business connected with the administra- 
tion of :-a 

( i)  Shipping including (a) Lascar Seaman (b) Merchant 
Shipping (c) Ports, Docks, Port Dues, Pilotage ( d l  
Lighting of Coasts (e)  Inland Navigation ( f )  Fisheries. 

(ii) Trade and Commerce including (a) Company Law (ex- 
cluding Banking Law) (b) Commercial Intelligence and 
Statistics (c) Tariffs and Tariff Evaluations and Excise 
Duties other than adminisJration (d) Foreign and Inter- 
nal Tradc (e) Conlmercial Education ( f )  Merchandise 
Marks (g)  Weights and Measures. 

(iii) Import and Export Regulation (including - Export Cesses) . 
( iv )  ~xhibitions. 

(vi) Actuarial Works. 



From 9 June 1924, all business c o ~ e c t e d  with the arlm;nietratioa 
of ecclesiastical matters and ecclesiastical establishments throughout 
British India was transferred to the Commerce Department from the 
Education, Health and Lands Department. 

On 25 April 1935, however, the administration of the subject 
"ecclesiastical matters", including European cemeteries, was transfer- 
red to the Department of Industries and Labour from the Commerce 
Department. 

On 8 November 1937, the Industries and Labour Deparhent 
wils abolished and its functions were distributed into thrm Depart- 
ments : (1) Labour (2) Communications and ( 3 )  Commerce, The 
fu:lctions relating to "Industries" were transferred lo the Commerce 
Department but the subject "Ports and Inland Navigation" was trans- 
ferred from the Commerce to the newly constituted Com~uunications 
Department. After the re-distribution of business of the ll~dustries 
and Labour Department, the Commerce Depar!ment was left to deal 
with following tunctions :- 

(i) Commerce (including Tariffs, Treaties, Foreign and 
lnternal Trade, Intelligence, Companies, Comn~ercial 
Education, Weights and Measures). 

(ii) Industries (including Stores and Industrial Research, 
Exhibitions and Fisheries). 

(iii) Industrial Property (Patents, Designs, Merchandise and 
Trade Marks). 

(iv) Insurance and Actuarial Work. 

(v,) Shipping (iucludhlg Lascar Seamen, Bengal Pilot Service 
and Lighthouses). 

In August 1944, Mercantile Marine I11 Branch was created in 
the Counerce Department to cope with expanding mercantile marine 
activities. 

After termination of the Second World War thz task of giving a 
boost to the trade and commerce of the country as n part of the post- 
war reconstruction became a necessity. Consequently, it's planning 
becan~c a responsibility of the Commerce Departmcnr. In the wakc 
of India gaining independence and the -various Departments of the 
Governn~e~it of India getting designated as Ministries, the Commerce 
Department became Ministry of Commerce.:! It became effective 
from %,O August 1947, 

T h  above arrangement continued till Febr11al.y 1951 when the 
Ministry of Commerce and Industry was fornled by merging certain 
wings of the Ministry of Commerce and that of the Ministry of 

2. For the functions :~lloltcll to llic h1inisll.y of C1)mmesce in 1918 please 
see Appendix XI1 i n  the C;rritle to the I?ecor~tls irr tlre Nnliorrnl Arclri\,c.~ 
oj Irrtlirr, Part VIII, (Ncw llclhi,  1985).  



Industries iind SuFplie~.~ The subject "Supplies" was taken over by 
the Ministry of Works, Mines and Power. In September 1956, the 
Ministry of Commerce and Industry was split up into separate Minis- 
tries to be designated as :- 

(i) Ministry of Commerce and Consunler Industries ahd 
(ii) Ministry of Heavy Industries. 

The former took over all the functions dealt with previously in 
the Commerce Division and the Consumer Industries Division of the 
Ministry of Commerce and Industry. 

On 17 April 1957, as a result of tlie re-org:~nisiitiol~ in some of 
the Ministries of the Government of India, both these hdinistries were 
merged together to bc designated once again as the Ministry of Com- 
merce and Industry, and consisted of the following Departments :- 

( i )  Department of Cominercr: and Light Industries, 

( i i )  Department of Clic~~iici~l - and Pharmaceutic;~l Industries 
a ~ i d  

(iii) Departnlent of Heavy 1uclustric.s. 

TIN: new Ministry of Comnlcrce and Industry w i ~  charged with 
thc responsibility of works coniit.cted with the foll,~wing : 

N;~tional T~istrun~ents. Kliadi r~rld Villaze Trldustries 
Runrtl, lk~nclicr;~fts Board, Silk Boarcl, Hindustan Cables, D.D.T. 
Factory, Penicillin Factory, Salt, Heavy Electrical Equipment Project, 
Hindustan Milchine Tools, Fcrlilizers, etc. 

Thz Indian Munitions Board was created with effect from 1 Murcll 
1917. Its fullctions were ". . . to control and develop I~ldian re- 
sources with special refel-c.nce to thc needs created by the war, to 
regulate conlracts, to liniit ;IIICI co-ordi~iatt' demands for articles not 
manufactured and produccd in India, an~ l  to apply the manufacturing 
rcsou;ces of I~iclia to will. purposes, with tlie spec;:11 object of reducing 
dsmanils on shipping". The Board was e1itr11~tc.d with the following 
Iicad; of husi~lcss :- 

(i)  Co~itrol of supply of niatcrial (othcr than food or forage) 
for all Go\rernnic.nt purposes, civil or military. 

(ii) Supply of war niaterials to or on behalf of His Majesty's 
Government, other than those furnished by Directorates 
unde~. tlie .Army Dcrartnlent. 

. - 
3. In 1913, as a result of the esigellcies of the Second W o ~ l d  War, the Gov- 

rrnment of Inllia con\tituted the Dep;~r~ment of Industries and Civil Sup- 
plies. Thiv Ilrparlment functionecl till 1946 \\hen a new Departlllcnt of 
Intlu\l~ies n ~ i t l  Supl>litts fo~.niecl. After Inclepentlence the tle\ign:ltion 
oC llle l3el1:11 I nlent of Ti11 l11 \ l  I i iv :rnd SlllI()li?F \I .LF 01:111~ecI lo llle hlinis- 

1 1  y ol' Intl11\11 ic\ S ~ i p l ~ l i ~ - < ,  .. - 



L (iii) l3tablishment and muiutc.aancc of new Government tic- 
tories for war supplies. 

(Iv) Disposal of applications for priority cert ilicatzs. 

( v )  Control of the transactions by public in respect d such 
articles of actual or potential military valuc as might b 
mutually agreed upon by the Indian Munitions Board 
and the Dcpartnient of Comnicrce and Industry. 

The subject hcads 'Hidcs and Wool* and 'Stores' which had so far 
been dealt within the Con~merce and Industry Department were trans- 
ferred to the Board with effect from 1 April and 17 September 1917 
respectively. 

In 1919 the work of the Priority Branch of the Railway Board 
regarding control and mainten;lnce of supply of railway materials from 
the 111dian risources, was also trilnsfcrrcd to t l~c  Indian Munitions 
Board. 

F. Board of Inclirstries artd Mlrnitiorrs, 1920-1921 

The Inc!iin Munitions Board was re-constiru!ed as the Board of 
Industries and Muliitiolis with effect froni 1 March 1920. The new7 
Board, bowever, was a temporary orginisation dcsigncd to close the 
war comnlitmcnts of the 11idi;in Munitions Bo:lttl and to ~lndcrlilke the 
ini,i:ll work of industrial organisat ion includi!ic f r ; ~ r ~ ~ i n ; i  of proposals 
for creation of a new Departmelit of Tnilustric*;. Whilc the control 
of Ordnance Factories was transferred to the Arniy Department, the 
new Board took over the business con~iectcd with the "Elcctricity" 
from the Public Works Department. The f'ol!u\vi~~~ subjects were 
trnusfcrred to it from the Depart~neiit of Cornmere,: and Industry : 

(i) Geology and Milierals including thc Geological Survey of 
India and ad~iiinistration of Indian Mines Act. 

(ii) The Indian Explosives Act and the Indian Petroleum Act. 
(iii) Salt. e 

(iv) Stationery and Printing. 
(v) Inventions and Designs. 

(vi) The Indian Factories Act. 
(vii) Administration of various Acts rel:ttinc .- to Stcam Boilcrs. 
(viii) Industries. 

As a result of the fonnation of the Board of Industries and Muni- 
tions which had taken over the work relating to Tndustrie~. the 
Department of Commerce and Industry was designated ns the Depart- 
ment of Commerce from 1 March 1920. 

On 7 M a y  1920, the subject "Copyright" was transferred froni th: 
Education Department to the Bonrd of Industries and Munitions. 



G. Department of I~zdustries, 192 1-1923 

On 15 February 1921, the Board of T~ldustl-ics 1111cl Munitions 
was abolished and in its place a new Dcpartment of Industries was 
created. The work connected with the closillg of war commil~ncnts 
of the late Indian Munitioils Board, which the Board of Industries 
and Munitions had been dealing with, and the disposal of surplus 
stores was entrusted to a scpnrato tenlporary orga~lisation untler 
an oficer designated as Chief Cont r-ollcr (SUI-p111s S~CII'CS ) , who ~ S S U I I I -  
cd charge on 1 January 1922. 

The Depart~l~ent of Tndustries was made responsible for the 
following heads of Business : ( i )  Geology and Minerals inqluding 
Geological Survey of India nntl thc administration of Indian Mines 
Act, (ii) Salt, (iii) Indian Explosives Act and the Tndian Petrolcum 
Act, (iv) Stationery and Printing, (v )  Illventions and Designs and 
Copyright. (vi) Factory and Labour Legislation, (vii) Legislation re- 
lating to Steam Boilers, (viii) Tnd~~strics and Central Institutioi~s for 
Industrial Training, (ix) Storcs, ( x )  Legislation on the subject of 
Electricity. 

On 17 November 192 1, the bi~sincss relating to "Inter-Provincial 
Migration" was also transferred from the Conlnlerce Departnlent to 
the 'Industries Department. The subject "Indian Tea Cess Act X 
of 1903" was, however, made over by the Industries Department to 
the Commerce Department. 

H .  Dikrtrnent of Indllstries nrld Lnbozlr and its Sllccessor Bodies, 
1923-1947 

With a view to effect econoiny in expenditure, the Public Works 
Department was abolished and its functions were amalgamated with 
those of the Industries Department which was then renamed as the 
Department of Industries and Labour with effect from 16 April 1923. 

The work relating to "Exhibitions" so far dealt within Commerce 
Department and the subiect "Meteorology" previously administered 
in the Revenue and Agricultural Department was transferred to the 
Dcpartment of Industries and Labour, while the work relating tol 'Salt' 
fornierly dealt within the Industries Department was transferred to 
the Finance Department. The ofice of1 the Indian Stores Department 
was made permanent on G May 1924 under Department of Industries 
and Labour, and new rules wcre framed to regulate the purchase of 
stores by all departments/offices of the Central Goverument ard of 
the Local Governments and Administrations other than those of the 
Governor's Provinces. 

On 1 April 1930, a Central Public Works Department was consti- 
tuted in which the Public Works Department, Delhi, was ~nerged. The 
new Department was made responsible for the Central Public Works 
in Delhi, the United Provinces andathe Punjab (includins Shimla). 



It was placed under the administrative control of the Department of 
Industries and Labour. 

la  May 1932, the broadcasting scrvice Wiis take11 over by 
the Government of India and was placed under the administrative 
control of the Department of Industries and Labour. In March 
1 935, the broadcasting organization was reconstituted under "Con- 
troller of Broadcasting". In June 1936, the designation was changed 
to "All India Radio". 

The Department of lndustries and Labour was abolished on 8 
November 1937 and its functions were distributed among the Com- 
merce and the two newly created Departments viz., i i )  Dcpartmcrlt 
of L.abour and (ii) Department of Communicati~ns.~ l 'he Second 
World War, which conlmcnced i11 1939, led t o  a trcmendous increase 
i r ~  work. In ordcr to cope with thc work, on 20 Ju ly  1942. the Com- 
munications Department was split up into two separate Departments 
viz., Department of Posts and Air, i111d thc Department of War 
Transport. On 28 August 1946, the Department of Posts and Air 
was reorganised and redesignated as the Department of Cornmunica- 
tions. Thc War Transport Department was renamed as the Transport 
Department. Similarly, on 8 April 1946, thc Dcpartnlent of Labour 
was split up into two Departments viz. thc Dcpartmcnt of Works. 
%lines and Powcr, and the Dcpartn~ent of Labour. I n  addition 
to the problems relating to labour, the IICW Deparlnlent of Labour 
was elltrusted with tlie responsibility of the rehabilitation of the civil 
and military demoblised personnel. It administered and controlled 
Employment -- Exchanges, Technical Trainiilg Centres, Labour Tribu- 
nals, etc. The Department of Works, Mines and Power was, on the 
other hand, entrusted with Public Works, Mines. Geological Survey, 
Stationery and Printing, Boilers and Exploslvcs. 

On the attainment of Independence tlie administrqtive structure of 
the Government of India underwent a major change and with effect 
from 29 August 1947, the various Departments of the Central Govern- 
ment Secretariat were designated as 'Ministries'. Thus the Depart- 
ment of Labour became the "Ministry of Labour", the Department of 
Commuiiications became the "Ministry of Communications", and thc 
Department of Works, Mines and Power was designated as "Ministry 
of Works, Mines and Power". 

4. For the distribution of work between the Departments of Commerce, 
Communications and Labour. please see Append* X in the Gctide to f l ~ e  
Records in the National Archives o f  India, Part VIII, (New Delhi, 1985) 
p. 322. 



CROWTkI OF THE MINISTRY OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY 

Council at Fort William 
(1748)' 1 
Pub\ic/Honie Department 
(1764) 1 

I 
Revenue, Agricu\ture and 
Conimerce Department (1  87 1) 

1 
Finance and Comnierce 
Department (1879) 

I 
Commerce and Industry 
Department (190.5) 

Indian Munitions 
Board (1  9 17) 

Board of Industries 
and Munitions 
(1 920) ! 

Commcrcc Department 1 
( 1920) I I 

Department of Indus- 

I tries (1921) 
I 

Department of 
lndustriea and 
Civil Supplies 
( 1 943) 

I 
Department of 
Industries and 
Supplies (1946) 

I 
Ministry df lndustries 
and Supplies (1947) 

I 

Deparrment df 
lndustries and 
Labour (1923) 

I 

Labour Conimunicatioti 
Departnlent Department 
(1937) (1937) 

Ministry of Commerce 
( 1 947) I 

I 
Ministry of Commerce 
and Industry (1951) 

- - 
Ministry of Ministry of 
Commerce and Heavy 
Consumer Industries 
lndustries (1956) (1956) 

Ministry of Commerce 
and Tndustry (1957) 

- - -- - . . - --.-- 

'National Arckives of India has in its custody records in regular series 
from 1 748. 



RECORDS AVAILABLE IN THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES 011 LNDlA 

A. C~mmerce and I~ldustry Dopartment . 1905-1920 

B. Commerce Department . . 1920.1947 

C. Miniatry of Cornmefcc . . 1947-1951 

D. Ministry of Commerce and Industry . . 1931-1956 

l?. 1 ndian Munition8 Board . . 1917-1920 

P. Board of Industrlcs and Munitions . . 1920-1921 

G. industries Department . . 1921-1923 

H. Industries and Labour Department . . 1923-1937 

I. Otller Groups . 
Separate Annual Indlcee of all tile above groups, except Indian Munitlorn 

Board and Board of Industries and Munitions, are available. Indices of the Mini- 
stry of Commerce and Industry are available upto 1953 only. Annual indim of 
Departments of Honlc; Finance; Revenue, Agriculture and Commerce; and Finance 
and Co~nl~~erce may, however, be consulted for the records prior to 1905. 
- - -  _ _  _ _ - - - 
SI. Description lncluslve Bulk 
No. yeare 7-7 

Bundla Volumes -- - - ---- 
I 2 3 4 

(i) (ii) -- -- -- . - -. - - - - -  

A. COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY DEPARTMENT 
1905-1920 

Nnrlle of flie Branch 

I .  Acetone . . • 

? Carbide . . . . . 
3. Cash . 
4. Civil Aviation . . . 
5. Coal . \ . . 
6. Coal and Iron . . 
7. Commerce . 
8. Conl~nerce (War) . 
9. Commerce and Trade . 

10. Commercial Exhibitio~ls . 
1 I. Commercial Intelligence . 
12. Companies 
13. Companies Law . 
14. Cotton Duties . 
15. Customs . 
16. G~~stoms Duties (including Cotton Excise) 



- ----. 

17. Customs Establishments . 
18. Customs and Statistics 
19. Economic Products . 
20. Electricity . 
21. Emigration 
22. Excise . 
23. Excise General . 
24. Explosives . 
25. Factories , 

26. Fisheries . 
27. Foreign Trade (including Dyes) . 
28. General . 
29. Geology and Minerals 
30. Geology and Mines Establishment 
31. Imports and Export Regulations . 
32. Industries 
33. Inland Navigation . 
34. Insurance . 
35. Internal Land Trade . 
36. Internal Trade (including Commercial 

Exhibitions) . 
37. Inventions and Designs 
38. Intoxicating Drugs . 
39. Jute, Hides and Wool . 
40. Lascar Seamen . 
41. Library . 
42. Lighting of Coasts . 
43. Liquor Excise . 
44. Merchandise Marks . 
45. Merchant Shipping . 
46. Minerals . 
47. Mineral Resources . 
48. Mines Regulations . 
49. Patents and Designs , 

50. Petroleum . 
51. Port6 and Lighting . 
52. Ports, Port Dues and Pilotage . 
53. Post Office . 
54. Post apd Telegraph . 
'55. Post and Telcgrapb Establishment . 



4 
( i )  (ii) --- 

56. Post Office Establishment . 
57. Practical Arts and Museums 
58. Purchase SchtmM . 
59. Railways . 
60. Railway Questions . 
61. Salt . 
62. Salt and Saltpetre . . 
63. Salt Establishment . 
64. Shipping Control , 

65. Stationery and Printing . 
66. Statistics . 
67. Steam Boilers . 
68. Stores . 
69. stores and plant 
70. Suspected Firms 
71. Telegraphs . 
72. Telegraph Establishment . 
73. Trade After The War : 

i. Cotton . . 
3. Dyes . 
iii. Cienexal . 
iv. Hides, Skins and Leather 
v. Imperial preference . 
vi. Japanae Activities . 

vii. Jute 
viii. Oleaginous products . 
ix. Rubber . . 
x. Wool . 

,74. Trading by Foreigners . 
75. Weights and Measures 
76. Wheat 

B. COMMERCE DEPARTMENT 
1920-1946 

Name of the Branch 

1. Actuarial . 
2. Administration (Commerce Establishment) 
3. Assam Labour and Emigration Act . 
4. Cash . . . . . 



---- ---- 
5. Civil Aviation . 
6. Coal . . 
7. Commerce 
8. Commerce (War) . 
9. Commercial Education . 

10. Commercial Intelligence . 
11. Company Law . 
12. Customs Duties (including Cotton Excise) 
13. Customs Establishment . 
14. Ecclesiastical . 
1 5. Emigration 
16. Enerny Trading (A) . 
17. Elieniy Trading (B) . 
18. Establishment . 
19. Excise General . 
20. Exhibition . 
21. Export Trade Control 
22. Fisheries . 
23. Foreign Trade . 
24. General . 
25. Import and Export Regulations . 
26. Import Trade Control 
27. Inland Navigation . 
28. Insurance . 
29. Internal Trade . 
30. Intoxicating Drugs . 
31. Lascar Seamen . 
32. Library . 
33. Liquor Excise . 
34. Merchandise Marks . 
35. Mercantile Marine-I 
36. Mercantile Marine-I1 . 
37. Mercantile Marine-111 
38. Merchant Shipping . 
39. Office Establishment and Cash . 
40. Ports and Lighthouses . 
41. Ports and Lighting . 
42. Post Office . 
43. Post & Telegraph Establishment . 
44. Purchase Schemes . 

(ii) - 
2 



1 2 

-- -- -. 

45. Shipping . 
46. Shipping Control . 
47.Stamps . 
48. Statistics . 
49. Stores . 
50. Suspected Firms . . 
51.TarifTs . . 
52. Tar iff Valualions 
53. Telegraphs . 
54. Trade After The War : 

i. Cotton . 
ii. Dyes . 

iii. General . 
iv. Hides, Skins and Leather . 
v. Imperial Preference . a 

vi. Japanese Activities . . 
vii. Jute 
viii. Oleaginous Products 
ix. Wool 

55. Trading by Foreiguers . . 
56. Treat)' and Ecclesiastical . 
57. Treaty . 
58. Weights and Measures 
59. Wireless Telegraphy (Shipping) . 

4 
(0 (ii) 

C. MINISTRY OF COMMERCE 
1947-195 1 

Name ofthe B~.ancli 
1. Administration . 1947-1950 1 - 
2. Enemy Trading (A) . . 1947-1950 1 - 
3. Export Trade Control . 1947-1950 1 - 
4. Mercantile Marine I11 1947-1948 3 - - 
5 .  Territorial (America) . . 1950 1 - 
6.Treaties . . . . 1947-1 950 2 - 

D. MINISTRY OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY 
1951- 1956 

Nume of the Brarich 
1. Administration . . . 3951-1956 1 - 
2.Establishment(A) . 195 1 1 - 
3. Export Trade Control . 1951 1 - 
4. TariB(A) . 1931 I - 
5 .  Terri tori~rl (America) . . . 195 I I - 
6 .  Terrilo~.i;~l ( I 3 1 1  Ope) . . 1951 1 - 



, 
1 2 3 4 

(i) (ii) 

E. INDIAN MUNITIONS BOARD 
1917-1920 

Name of the Branch 
1. Chemicals and Minerals 
2. Establishments . 
3. Exports and Imports . 
4. General . 
5. Hides and Wool . 
6. Home Indents . 
7. Industrial Intelligence . 
8. Post-war 
9. Priority . 

10. Steam Boilers . 
11. Stores 
12. Textiles 
13. Wool 

F. BOARD OF LNDUSTRlES AND MUNITIONS 
1920-192 1 

Name of the Branch 

1. Chemicals and Minerals . 
2. Electricity . 
3. Establishment . 
4. Explosives 
5. Factories . 
6. General . 
7. Geology and Minerals . 
8. Geology and Minerals Establishment j . 
9. Industrial Exhibition . . 

10. Industrial Intelligence . 
11. Industries 
12. Labour . 
13. Leather . 
14. Mineral Resources . . 
15. Mines Regulations . 
16. Patents and Designs . 
17. Petroleum . 
18. Stationery and Printing . 
19. Stores . 
20. Tea Cess . 
21. 1 ndustrial Educatio~~ . 
22. Technical Education . 



4 
(i) (ii) 

G. JNDUSTRLES DEPARTMENT 
1921-1923 

Narne of the' Branch 
1. Chemicals . . . 
2. Electricity . . . 6 

3. Establishment . 
4. Explosives . 
5. Factories . 
6. General . 
7. Geology and Minerals . 
8. Geology and Minerals Establishment . 
9. Industrial Exhibition . . 

10. Industrial Intelligence . . 
11. Industries . 
12. Inter-Provincial Migration . 
13. Labour . 
14.Leather . 
15. Mineral Resources . 
16. Mines Regulations . 
17. Mining and Geological Education . 
18. Patents aud Designs . 
19. Petroleum . 
20. Stationery and Printing . . 
21. Steam Boilers . . . 
22. Stores . . 
23.TeaCess . . 
24. Technical Education . . 
H. INDUSTRIES AND LABOUR DEPARTMENT 

1923- 1937 

Narne of the Branclr 

1. Accounts Civil Works . . 
2. Accounts General . . . 
3. Accounts Irrigation . 
4. Chemicals . . 
5. Civil Aviation . . . . 
6. Civil Works-Building . . 
7. Civil Works-Communications . 
8. Civil Wdrks-Irrigatiou . . 



j9. Civil Works-Miscellaneous 
10. Copyright . 
11. Decoration 
12. Electricity . . . 
13. Establishment . . . • 

14. ExplOsive~ . . . 
15. Factories . 
16. General . 
17. Geology and Minerals . 
18. Geology and Minerals Establishment 
19. Industrial Intelligence . 
20. Industry . 
21. Inter-Provincial Migration . 
22. Labour . 
23,Leather . 
24. Meteorology . 
25. Mineral Resources . 
26. Mining and Geological Education . 
27. Patents and Designs . 
28. Petroleum . 
29. Post Office . 
30. Post and Telegraph . 
3 1 .  Posts and Telegraphs Establishment . 
j2. Posts and Telegraphs General . 
33. Public Works Establishment 

34. Public Works General . 
35. Stationery and Printing . 
36. Steam Boilers . 
37. Stores 

3 8. Technical Education . 
39. Telegraph 

I. OTHER GROUPS 

1. Director General of Post offices . 
2. Director General of Posts and Telegraphs 

3. Ofice of the Consulting Engineer - -- 



SOME SIGNIFICANT DOCUMENTS AVAILABLE IN THE 
S E R B  

1. Quantity of salt manufactured and the revenue derived 
from it since the commencement of the monopoly, 1780- 
93. 

Finance, Separate Revenue, 8 May 1795, No. 4. 
2.  Revised arrangements for conducting the business of the 

Opium Deparlment . 
Finance, Separatt: Kevenrl:, 28 March 181 5, No. 16 and 
30 May 1815, Nos. 19-20. 

7.  C'o~lstitution of the Board o f  Customs. Salt and Opium and 
the transfer thereto of the powers hitherto exercised by the 
Board of Trade and Revenue in matters relating to salt, 
opium and customs. 
Finance, Separate Revenue, 30 April 1819, Nos. 1, 12 
and 14. 

4. Steam navigation encouraged by the exemption of sGm- 
vessels from payment of export duty on Indian coal used 
by them on a voyage. 

Finance, Separate Revenue, 5 April 1830, Nos. 5-6. 

5. Reduction of duty on cotton yarns manufactured in India. 
Finance, Separate Revenue. 2 5  May 1830, Nos. 1-3. 

6. Rules encouraging exportation of country spirits by sea as 
merchandise. 

Finance, Separate Revenue, 1 January 1830. Nos. 5-8. 
7. Export duty on rice raised to lower the price of the article 

for home consumers. 
Finance, Separate Revenue. 23 October 1857, Nos. 9- 
12. 

8. Extension of the ln~perial Telegraph system in the Marwar 
and Bikaner States. 

Commerce and Industry, Telegraphs 'A', September 1905, 
Nos. 8-11. 

9. Proposed introduction of a uniform system of weights and 
measures in Madras Presidency. 
Commerce and Industry, Weights and h4easures 'A', 

January 1906. Nos. 1-3. 
10. Development of tht: coal fields at Ballarpur in the Chanda 

district of the Central Provinces. 
Comnlerce and Industry, Geology and Minerals 'A', 
August 1906. Nos. 8-1 1. 

3 -510 AI chive /87 



1 1 .  Mode of recording irnpor ts of spirits in the trade returns of 
the Customs Houses at Calcutta and Chittagong. 

Comtnercc. and Industry, Statistics 'A', March 1907, Nos. 
1-2. 

12. Schenlt: t ' u~  t11c establish~ilc~lt of Zoologici~l Survey of India. 
Com~llerce and Industry, Practical Arts and Museums 'A', 
Octobel- 1906. Nos. 1-2. 

13. Kefusi~l 01 t l~c Governor ol' brcllch Seltlen~cnls in lndi,i to 
~ ~ c c e p t  the co~icession exempting from customs dues par- 
cels intended only for French officials at Chandernagore 
and not for merchants and private individuals. 

Commerce and Induslry, Customs ',A', March 1907, Nos. 
15-16. 

14. Liability to import duty on ornaments made in England 
from precious stones sent from India. 

Commerce and Industry, Customs 'A', July 1907, Nos. 
49-50. 

15. Conference of Curators of Museums in India. 
Commerce and Industry, Practical Arts and Museum 'A'. 
December 1907, Nos. 1-1 7. 

16. Provision uf Post 0thct.s at Railway Slutiuns. 

C'onlmerct. and lndilstry. Railways 'A', March 1907, No. 1. 

17. Measures taken by the i~ssociations of millers in the United 
Kingdom for co-operation with Government of India in 
improving the purity of Indian whea,t and a buggestion by 
Nottinghan~shi~e and Derbyshire Flour Millers Association 
for increasing the yield of Indian wheat. 

Commerce and Industry. Commerce and Trade 'A', Feb- 
ruary 1908. Nos. 1-2. 

18. Steps taken for the inlproven~e~lt of the lighting and chart- 
ing of Sind coast. 

Comnlerce and lnclustry. Lighting of Coast 'A', November 
1908. Nos. 1-5. 

19. Supply of' chronle iron ore in India. 

Commerce and Industry, Geology and Minerals, 'A' Octo- 
ber 1908, Nos. 5-8. 

20. Suggestions made by the Chief Inspector of Explosives to 
prevent accidents of dangerous' petroleum. 

Comnlerce and Industry, Petroleum 'A' May 1909. Nos. 
1-7. 



21. Establishment of a wireless telegraph station at Calcutta. 
Commerce and Industry, Telegraphs 'A', January 1909, 
NOS. 1-13. 

22. Final report on the Indian Section of the Franco-English 
Exhibition, 1908. 

Commerce and Industry, Commercial Exhibition 'A', Feb- 
ruary 191 0, Nos. 1-5. 

23. Participation of India in the International Conference on 
Customs Statistics to be held at Brussels in Septcmbcr 1910. 

Commerce and Industry, Statistic. 'A', September 1910, 
Nos. 1-5. 

24. Adoption of uniform method for the levy of landing and 
shipping fees on firewood at ports in the Madras Presidency. 

Commerce and Industry, Ports, Port Dues and Pilotage 
'A', May 1911, Nos. 6-7. 

25. Participation of India in the Sixth International Congress of 
Chambers and Commercial and Industrial Associations to 
be held at Paris in June 1914. 

Commerce and Industry. Commerce and Trade 'A'. May 
1914, NOS. 1-6. 

26. Trading with the Enemy (War Book). 
Commerce and Industry, Commerce and Trade 'A', Octe  
ber 1914, Nos. 50-62. 

27. Hostile Foreigners trading in India. 
Commerce and Industry, Commerce and Trade 'A', De- 
cember 19 14, Nos. 50-69. 

28. Proclamations declaring articles to be treated as of War. 
Commerce and Industry, Commerce and Trade 'A', Octo- 
ber 1914. Nos. 1-18. 

29. Correspondence between India OHice and the London 
Houses of the Agent firms in India in connection with the 
scheme for the export of wheat fro111 India on Government 
account. 

Commerce and Industry. Commerce and Trade 'A'. July 
1915, Nos. 180-189. 

30. Resolution regarding Imperial Preferences adopted by Lord 
Balfow's Committee on Commercial and Industrial Policy 
after the war. 

Commerce and Industry. Trading by Foreigners 'A'. April 
1915. No. 115. 



3 1. Proposals for tht: establishment of a pernianent Conlmer- 
cia1 Museum at Calcutta. 

Commerce and Industry, Commercial Exhibition 'A', 
February 19 16, Nos. 1-1 1 .  

32. Treatment of husrilc: firlns in the P u ~ ~ j a h .  
Commerce and lntlustry, Trading by Foreigners 'A', June 
1917, NOS. 1-2. 

33. lnterin~ report 011 the jute presented by the Textile Com- 
mittee. 

Conl~nzrcc: iuld Industry, 'I'ri~di~lg by Forr=iy~ers 'A',  may 
1917, No. 131. 

34. Treatnlent of c~~erily or alic~r shipping irftc~ the War. 
Commerce and Industry, Trading by Foreigners 'A', 
March 1918, No. 13. 

35. Fornlatio~i of the klincrs Equip~neiil l'r~ority C'ommitt~e and 
the Kolar Gold Field Priority Committee for scruitinising 
and recon~niending priority applic6~tions in resycct of plant 
itlld equipnlent required for crdliel.ie> and gold nlillcs res- 
pectively in 111dii1. 

Indiun Munitions Hoard. Priorit! '.A'. kla!. 19 18, NOS. 
25-9 I .  

36. Purchase iuld stu~.es of oil sceds in lllclia fur shipment to 
British and Allied nlan~ifacturers after the War. 

Cumlilerce arid lnd~lstry, ' I . ~ : I ~ I I I ~  11) !:OI-<~S!~L\~\ 'A', 
June 191 8. Nos. 3-0. 

Indiiul Munir io115 I3oul.d. 1 IIJ tr\~rial latc'lligt'r~~c ''4'. April 
1919, Nos. 1-71. Filc No. 1. 346,'1919 (Part I )  I-I. 

38. Report of' tllc C ' O I ~ I J I ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ C  i~piointcd t o  coiisidt'r the future 
develop~~lerlt of the ro\k11 of .larn\llc.dpi!r ailtl the cur.~.ound- 
in$ countq*. 

Indian hlunitions Boald, Inclus~rial Intelligence Part B, 
July  1919. No. 1 ,  File No. I. 527/1919. 

30. Scheni~ t'or 11ic I I ~ ; I I ~ U ~ : I C ~ L I I - L '  of htanctard clo~1-1. 

40. Views of the Ciovenlnlr=nt of India on the Kesolutiotl of 
thc 11npe1.ial War Conference. 19 1 8. 

C'o~nnlerce and Industry. '1'1-;1dc al'ler W~I I .  'A', July I9 19, 
Nos. 1-6. 



41. Question of clusillg the Indian coastal trade to f o r c i s  
vessels and restricting the employment of Indian Laccars 
on such vessels. 

Commerce and ladust ry . Shipping Cmtrul 'A'. Seplem- 
bcr 191 9. Nos. 29-30. 

42. Notes on nlinerd production and mining f t ~ r  inclusion in 
the Moral Progress Repo~I. 

Commerce and Industry, Mineral 'Deposit' 1920, No. 
15. 

43. Proposed estahlishnrent of a nlc~nopoly Air Transport 
Cornpan). 

Conmir~.ce, Civil Aviation 'A'. Ma! 1920. Nos. 70-86. 

44. Observatlo~l of thc: Govern~llcnt of India 011 the draft orb-  
llance to provide for the well-being and conirol of irnmi- 
grant lubourers in Ceylon. 

Commerce, Emigrution 'A'.  November 1920. Nos. 132- 
148. 

45. Educatioll of Factory children in India. 

Board of Industries and Munitions, File No. 1-858 (i), 
Nove,mher 1920. 

46. Report on Labour strikes rcccived fro111 111s Depi~rtments 
of the Govcniment of India. 

Industries, Labour, File No. L-8 1 1 (i) , January 192 1, 
Serial Nos. 1-3. 

47. Proceedings of the Washington Intcr~laiionill Labour Con- 
-. ference, the draft conventions and reco;niilendations adopt- 

ed by it and the report of the Government delegates to 
it. 

+ Industries, Labour, File No. L-807 (i) , May 192 1, 
Serial Nos. 1-36. 

48. Iilclusion of Jndia ainong thc eight states of chief industrial 
importance. 

F; Industries, Labour, Part-B, February 1923, Nos. 1-4, 
File No. L-808 (10). 

49. Resolution in the Legislative Asscillbly rcgilrdiny the b1trc-r- 
duction of legislation prohibiting thc c~nploylnent of women 
in factories and miilcs six weeks before and six weeks after 
child birth and providing for an adequate maternity 3110- 
wance during the period thus caused. 

Industry and Labour, Labour, File No. L-920, 1923, 
Collection No. 3-A, Scrial Nos. 29-34. 



50. Formal inauguration of New Delhi. 
Industry and Labour, Public Works Branch, Civil Works- 
Buildings, File No. 8-50 ( 176). May 193 1. 

51. Economic Report of Iraq. 
Commerce. 'C'. File No. 43-c(25 ) / 1933. 

52. Original Agreements of E. C. Gentry, Architect in comtx- 
tion with the construction of new capital in New Delhi. 

Industry and Labour, Establishment (Works), File No. 
33 (83)/1934. 

53. A note on the history of the Central Public Works Depart- 
ment. 

industries and Labour, Public Works Establishment, Collec- 
tion No. 61, File No. E/16 of 1936, Serial No. 531. 

54. Economic Position and Prospects of the Colonial Empire. 
Commerce, 'C', November 1938, File No. 5-C(9)/38. 

55. Rehabilitation of trade with Gernla~~~r.  
Commerce, TL Europe 'B' January 1951, Nos. 1-86, 
File No. 1 17-CB (6) 46 TL/Eur. 

56. Policy regarding allocation for export of certain piecegoods 
and yam during the year 1947. 

Commerce E.F.C. (A) 'B', January 1951, Nos. 1-11 1, 
File No. 67-CW (27) /46. 

57. Report from the Indian Governmelit Trade Commissioner, 
~lexandna,  on the Prospects of post-war trade between 
India and the Middle East countries. 

Commerce and Industry, March 1951, File No. 30-C(2)/ 
46, TL (ASU), Serial Nos. 1-4, 'B'. 



MlNISTRY OF EDUCATION 

For many years after the East India Company had a q d  
status of a territorial power, it did not have a specialised agency to 
look after etlucational matters, though it also had very li[tlr: to do wih  
c'dllcdtidn. But interest in education grew with the cstablishn~ent of 
thc ('alsulta M d r u s u  by Warren Hastings in 178 1 and business con- 
nected with it received attention of the Public Department in Bengal. 
In Bombay and Madras Presidencies, it was the Revenue D e p t m e n t  
that looked after the subject. This practice was adopted in Bengal 
too in 1785 when the subject of education was passed on from the 
Public to Revenue Department and it remained there till 181 5. 
Subsequently, this work was transferred to the Revenue Branch of the 
Temtorial Department. 

On 18 J u1j 1 823. the subject of education came under tfte control 
of the Persian Branch of thc Political Department, as the Government 
was then wedded to the idea of promoting oriental form cf educa- 
tion, with its emphasis on Persian and Sanskrit learning. But when 
the post of Persian Secretary in the Political Department was abolished 
in August 1830, this subject was transferred to the General Department. 
On 1 May 1843, General Department was redesignated as Home 
I)epartlnei~t and education remained with the Public Branch of Home 
Department till 1856. The Political Department, however, continucd 
to look after educational matters in the Indian States and areas undcr 
its direct charge.' 

The year 1854 saw a significant development in the history of 
education in India, when Sir Charles Wood, President of the Board 
of Control. urged, among other things, establishment of a Department 
of Public Instructions in each Pro\lince. Accordingly, in 1855 
Department of Public Instruction was set up In each province to 
advise the Provincial Government on all educational matters. How- 
ever, establishment of Universities of Calcutta, Bombay and Madras 
in January 1857 meant an enormous increase of work for the Public 
Brai:ch of Home Department. Consequently, a separate Education 
Branch was created in the Home Department in 1857 to deal \jlith 
educational matters. 

With the creation of the Education Branch, efforts were made to 
centralise all matters concerning education and on 4 October 186 1 
educational matters relating to Punjab, Oudh, Central Provinces, 

1.  Records relating the Bengal Presidency of this period are available 
in the West Bengal State Archives at Calcutta. For details, see 
Guide to the Records in State Archir.eu of West Bengc~l, Part I .  
1758-1858 (Calcutta, 1977). 

2. Political Department became a branch of the Foreign Department 
in May 1843. 
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Madras and Coorg, British Burma, Central India, Rajputaoa, Hydzra- 
bad and Rewa were transferred to it from the Foreign Department. 
However, the pressing need for economy in expenditure on civil 
administrative departments led the Government of lndia to re-distri- 
bute the work of various Departments on 1 July 1879. Consequently, 
Education along with Industry, Scicnce, and Art was brought under 
the Education Branch of the newly created Home, Revenue and 
Agriculture Department. Though Reven~le and Agriculture wlngs 
were separated from the Home Department in 1881, yet matters ro- 
lating to Education, Examinations, Industrial Arts, Museums and Exhi- 
bitions continued to rcmain with the Education Branch of the Honle 
Department.3 

Thcre was considerable educational activity following submissiorl 
of Hunter Commission Report and to consider the plans for improve- 
ment of eduation in the country, a conference on education was 
convened by the Government in September 1901.4 As a result of 
these deliberations, the post of Director General of Education was 
created. The Director General of Education henceforth became the 
principal adviser to the Governor General in Council and Provincial 
Governments on all educational matters. Another outcome of the 
Conference was the appoiiltment of University Commission in 1902 
to enquire into the working of the Indian Universities. 1.ord Curzon 
sought to bring under Government control the Universities ,and affi- 
liated colleges as well as private schools, and this was achieved 
through the Universities Act of 1904. All these obviously necessi- 
tated further administrative changes and a separate Educatioti Deyart- 
ment was created on 9 Deccnlber 1910 under the control of a new 
Education Member of the Governor General's Council. The new 
Department took over from the Home Department all works relating 
to Education. Local-Self Government, Sanitation. Ecclesiastical 
Affairs, ~ u s e u m s ,  Archaeology, Census, '~azetteers, ' Record Office, 
Imperial Library, etc. 

On 13 February 1911, certain other heads of work like Ortho- 
graphy of Indian names, Congress of Orientalists, Ethnography, Zoo- 
logical Gardens, Oriental Languages, Linguistic Survey, and Com- 
meinoration of Notable Buildings, which were till then dealt within 
the Home Department were transferred to the newly created Educa- 
tion Department. 

As a result of the changes that were introduced with the creation 
of a separate Education Department, the post of Director General of 
Education was rendered redundant and was accordingly abolished. 
But evidence tendered before the Decentralisation Commission as also 
realisation by the Government of India that the Director-General had 
been instrumental 'in presenting an appreciation of provincial distinc- 
tions and difficulties before the Government of India led to the revival 

3. Towards the end of 1881, work relating to exhibitions was re- 
allocated to the Revenue and Agriculture Department 

4. The Hunter Commission, headed by Sir William Hunter had been 
appointed by Lord Ripon's Government in  February 1882. 



ot the post ot Director-General of Education in February 1915 which 
was now designated as Educatlo~lal Commissiontr to the Govern- 
ment o f  lndia. Simultaneously, a Bureau of Education was set up 
under the charge of a Curator, and its duties included collection and 
collation of information on educational matters in l~ldia and abroad, 
and publication of reports and pamphlets on educational matters. 

With the implementation of the Government of lndia Act 01 
1919, all educational responsibilities, except for those cmnected with 
such Universities as might be declared to be of all India character 
by the Governor General in Council, collegs for the Indian Chic&, 
and educational institutions for the benefit of the Armed Forces and 
other public servants, were vested with the Provincial G ~ v c ~ m e n t .  
Further the Centre reserved to itself the right to legislate on questions 
regarding establishment, constitution and functioning of the new 
Universities and questions affecting jurisdiction of any Universities 
outside any Province. Though under the Act, the Centre was con- 
stitutionauy not to exercise ally control over cducational mrittcrs, nor 
was it to co-ordinate the cducational activities of the Provinces, yet 
in order to maintain a liaison between the Government of lndia and 
the PI-ovincial Governments, a Central Advisory Board v;us constituted 
in 1920. Other major functions of the Board were 1-3 advise the 
Government ot India and the Provincial Governn1:n:s on matters 
connected with Universities in India as also on gc.nzl*;tl educational 
problems. In 1923, the Board was abolished as an econonlv measure. 

Undei. the Act of 1919, subjects like Public Health, Siinitation 
and Medical Administration were brought under the purview of the 
Provincial Governments, though Centre's responsibility relating to 
these subjects was exercised through the Home Departri~ent. In 
March 1921 this charge was transferred from the Homc - Dzpartmcnt 
to the E(1ucation depart men^, as a result of which the Education 
Department was re-named as the Department of Education and 
Health. In April 1923 in the interest of economy in expenditure. 
the Education and Health Department was amalgamated with the 
Revenue and Agriculture Department and was designated as the 
Department of Education, Health and Lands. The Bureau of Edu- 
cation was also abolished a month later. 

Withdrawal of Central Government from active participation in 
educational administration, however, received adverse comments from 
the Hartog Committee which recommended that the Government of 
India sl~ould be constitutionally put in a position so as to make good 
the financial deficiencies in the field of provincial education, wherever 
necessaly. The Government of India met these views only half way, 
and re-constituted the Central Advisory Board of Education on 8 
August 1935. The chief function of the Board was to advise the 
Central Government on such educational matters that might be 
referred tlo it either by the Centre or by the Provinces. Further, the 
Bureau of Education, which had been earlier abolishrd as a measure 
of economy on the recommendations of the Inchcape Committee of 



1921, was revived in June 1937 to facilitate the Board function effec- 
tively. In June 1945, the University Grants Committee was consti- 
tuted to deal with various universities is an advisory and consultative 
capacity, and to coordinate their activities. 

By this time, the Department of Education, Health and Lands 
had become quite unwieldy, and in the interest of eficiency, the 
Department was split on 1 September 1945 into three separate 
Departments, viz. ( i )  Department of Education, (ii) Department of 
Health, and (iii) Department of Agriculture." 

'%ith ;I vicw to develop technical educatio~l in thc country, an All 
India Co~~nci l  for Technical Education was set up in November 1945 
by tke Government. It was to be an advisory body, and its main 
function was to make a survey of the country as a whole for higher 
technical education, ancl to make recommendations for the establish- 
ment of specific types of technical institutions in various parts of 
India. On 2 August 1946, matters connected with Association of 
Moral and Social Hygiene in India, including Children's Court, and 
Victoria ]Memorial Hall, Calcutta, were transferred from the I-Iome to 
the Educiition Department. 

On Irtdia gaining independence various Departments of the Gov- 
ernment livere designated as Ministries. Accordingly, Depar~ment of 
Educatioil became Ministry of Education in August 1947 and re- 
mained under the charge of a Cabinet Minister. In 1948 the Millis- 
try of Eklucation was administratively divided into four Divisions, viz. 
( i )  Administration and Cultural Division, (ii) Development Division, 
(iii) Scholarship Division, and (iv) Technical Education D iv i s i~n .~  

In April 1957 functions pertaining to Scientific Research bere 
added to the Ministry of Education and it was now designated as 
Ministry of Education and Scientific Re~ea rch .~  Education, Cultlira1 
Activities and Physical Education, and Scientific Research and Techni- 
cal Education, constituted its three Departments. However, in the 
reorganisation plan of 1958, Department of Education was redesig- 

5. Department of Education dealt with all matlers relating to general 
education in India (excluding professional education), administration 
of Benares Hind11 University and Aligarh Muslim University, Impe- 
rial Library, Indian Museum, Imperial War Museum and Victo.riria 
Memorial. Registration of unofficial books, libraries, museums and 
records was entrusted to this Department. It also dealt with the 
work relating to Archaeology, Anthropology, Copjrright, Literary 
Societies, etc. 

6. For the functions allotted to the Ministry of Education in 1948, 
please see Appendix XI in the Gnide to rlle Hecor.ds in rlze Nariorral 
Archives of India, Part IV, (New Delhi, 1985). 

7, Department of Scientific Research was created in June 1948 with a 
view to give boost to scientific research in the country. It became 
a Ministry in January 1951 when matters concerning Natural Re- 
sources were added. The new Ministry was designated as hlii~istry 
of Natural Resources and Scientific Research. 



nrrted as Ministry of Education, while Department of Cultural Acti- 
vities and Physical Education, and Scientific Research and Technical 
Education were named as Ministry of Scienuiic Research ind Cul- 
tural Affairs. 



GROWTH OF THE MINISTRY OF EDCTCATlON 

, .Public Department 
( 1  764) 

I 
Revenue ~epartment 
(1785)  

I 
Territorial Department 
(181 5) 

i 
Political Department 
(1823) 

I 
Genera 1 Departmen1 
(1830) 

~spnrtrnedt of Education 
(. 191 0) 

lkpartrnent of Educa r ion 
and Health (1921) 

I (  Department of Education. 
Health and Lands 
(1923) i 

Department of ~epartment  of ~edartment  of 
Education Health Agriculture 
(1945) (1 94 5) (1945) 

I 
Ministry of Education 
( 1 947) 

I 
Ministry of Educat ion 
and Scientific Research 
(1957) 

I 
I 

Ministry of 
Education 
(1958) 

Ministry of 
Scientific 
Research and 
Cultural Affairs 
j1958j 



RECORDS AVAILABLE IN THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES OF INDIA 

A Education Department . 1910-1921 

B. Education and Health Department . 1921-1923 

C. Education, Health and Lards Department 3 923-1945 

D. Department of Educa~ion . . 1945.1 947 

E. Ministryof Education/Ministrqof Education 
& Scientific Research . 

F. Other Groups 

Separalc Annual Indices of all the abo\e groups arc available upto 
1945 only. Annual Indices of Departments of Public. Po!it ici. 1 (Persien) 
Foreign, Home, and Home He\cnue iirld Ag.icul~~,rc. m i d !  he consultrd ftlr 
records prior to 1910. - .. 
S1. Description Inclusi\c Bulk 
No. years --- 

B 1 ndlas Volumes 
- - - - - - - . - - --- - - 

I 2 3 4 
(i) ( ii) 

- -- - - - - - - _ _ - -- 

A.  EDUCATION DEPARTMENT 
1910-1971 

I .  Archaeology and L p i g a p h !  
2. Books Distribulicm . 
3. Books General . 
4. Books and Publ ici,lion . 
5. Ecclesiasliciil . 
6. Educatic~n . 
7. Examinations . 
8. General . 
9. Local Boartl 

10. Municipalit e s  
I 1. Museums . 
12. Sanitarj 
13. Zoo!ogicaI Sur\e) . 

R .  EDUCATION AND HEALTH DEPAHlhIENT 
1921-1923 

Natne oj' the B~.u,rclr : 

1 .  Archacologj and Epigraph! . 1921-1923 
9. Books Distribution . 1921-1923 
3. Books Genera I . 1921 -1923 
1. Ecclesiastic:~l 1921-1923 
5. Educatio~l . 1921-1923 
6. Examinat ion . 1921-1933 
7. General . 1021-1923 



-- --- ------- - -- 
1 2 3 4 

( i )  r i ~ )  
- -  _ ______ . _ _ _  -___-.- ---- -- -- - 

8. Local Board 1921-1923 1 3 
1911-1923 I I 9. Medical 1 - 

10. Municipalities 1921-1923 10 7 

I I .  Museums . 19210t923 I 2 

12. Sanitary 1921-1922 I I 4 

1 3. ZoOlogical Survc! . 1921-1923 2 - T 

C. EDUCATION, HEALTH AND LANDS DEPARTMENT 
1923-3945 

Name o f t  lze Brnrtr h 

1.  Agriculture . 
2. Books Distribution . 
3. Ecclesiastical . 
4. Education . 
5. Food Production . 
6. Forests . 
7. Forests and Lands . 
8. General . 
9.Health . 

10. Lands 

11. Lz nd a:ld Overseas 
12. Local Self Government 
13. Overseas 

D. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
1945-1947 

Nome o/ rhe Brunch : 

1 .  Administration-2 

2. Education (E-I) 
3. Education (E-11) 
4. Education (E-Ill) 
5. Education (E-IV) 
6. General 
7. Overseas (OD-1) 
8. Pliinning (P) 
9. Resettlement . 

10. Scholarship (S-I) 

1 1 .  Technical (T- I )  

12. Technicr~l (T-3) 



- - - - - - -- - - - -- - -- -- -- 
1 - 7 3 4 

- - - -  -- (1, ( i i )  

E .  MINISTRY OF EDUCATION/ 
MINISTRY OF EDUCATION AND SCIENTIFIC' 
RESEARCH/MINISTRY OF EDUCATION 
1947--1960 

Name of the Brunclr : 

I .  Ad ninistration (A-1) . 
2.  Administration (A- 2) . 

3. Administration (A-3 & A-4) 
4. Administration (A-5) , 

5. Administration (A-10) . 
6. Books (B-1) 

7. Books (B-11) . 
8. Books (B-111 & B-IV) 

9. Books (B-V & B-VI) . 
10. Culture (C-I) . 
11. Culture (C-11) . 
12. Culture (C-LIJ) . 
13. Culture(C-1V) . 
14. Copy Right Office (CO) . 
1 5. Coordination Unit . 
1 6. Commonwealth (C U-CCM) 

17. Development (D-1) 
18. Dcvelopment (D-2) . 
19. Development (D-3 & D-5U) 
20. Develop~nent (D-4) . 
21. Development (D-5) . 
22. Development (D-6) . 
23. Development (D-7 & D-8) 

24. Education (E-I) . 
25. Education (E-11) . 
26. Education (E-Ill) , 

27. E. C. 1,II & 111 
28. Establishment . 
29. General (G) . 
30. General (G-1) 

3 1. General (G-2) 

32. General (G-3) 
33. General Uhit . 
34, ~ i r i d i  (H-1) . 



- 
35. Hindi (H-2) . 
36. Hindi (H-3) . 
37. Hindi (H-4) . 
38. Overseas (011-1 & OD-11) 
39. Organisation and Methods 

(O&M) 
40. Planning(P) . 
41. Physical Education (PE-I) 
42. physical Education (PE-11) 

43. Physical Educil tion (PE-Ill) 

44. Resettlement 
45. Survey (S) . 
46. Scholarship (S) . 
47- Scholarship (S-I) . 
48. Scholarship (S-3) . 
49. Scholarship (S-4) . 
50. Scholarship (S-5) . 
5 1. Secondary Education (SE-1) 
32. Secondary Education (SE-IJ 

SE-111) . 
53. Secondary Education (SR-I) 
54. Secondary Education (SR-11) 

55 .  Secondary Education (SR-111) 
56. Survey (Sur-111) . 
57. S. W. 1 . 
58. S. W. 11 

59. Technical (T) 

60. Technical (T-I) 

61. Technical (T-2) . 
62. Technical (T-3) . 
63. Technical (T-4) . 
64. Technical (T-5) 

65. Technical (T-6) . 
66. Refugees 

67. University (U) 



- - 

F. OTHER GROUPS 

1. Bureau of Education . 1916-1922 1 - 
2; Central  advisor^ B a r d  of 1921-1922 13 - 

Education 1935-1944 

3.  om^ ofthe Educational Com- 
miasioncr 1913.1922 8 - 

- .  
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SOME SIGNIFICANT DOCUMENTS AVAILABLE IN TIIE 
SERIES 

1. Governor General's minute regarding setting up of Calcutta 
Madrassa. 
Home, Public, 18 April 1781, No. 6. 

2. Letter from the members of Asiatic Society of Bengal reques- 
ting the Court of Directors to obtain H.M.'s Letters Patent 

I constituting t,he Society a Corporation. 
Home, Public, 3 October 1796, No. 27. 

3. Macaulay's minute recommending the use of English as the 
medium of instruction. 
Home, Public, 7 March 1835, No. 15. 

4. Lord Auckland's minute on Education. 
Home, Public, 16 December 1840, Nos. 25-28. 

5. Lord Dalhousie's holograph minute on Female Education. 
Home, Public, 11 April 1850, No. 74. 

6. Wood's Despatch on educational matters. 
Home, Public, Despatch from the Court of Directors, July 
1854, No. 49. 

7. Lord Canning gives assent to the Bill for i~lcorporation of 
I Universities. 
i Home, Public, 12 December 1856, Nos. 53-55. 

8. A letter from the Secretary, British Indian Association, 
North Western Provinces, to the Secretary, Home Depait- 
ment, Government of India regarding more extensive emp- 
loyment of the vernacular languages of India as the medium 

I of instruction. 
Home, Elucation 'A', December 1867, No. 12. 

9. Resolution of the Government of India dated 23 October 
I 1884 containing main features of the Education Commission's 

report and views of the Government. 
Home, Education 'A', November 1884, No. 37. 

10. Petition by Francis Maginn regarding establishment of a 
1 system of education for the deaf and dumb inhabitants of 

India. 
Home, Education 'A', September 1887, Nos. 31-36. 

11. Appointment of a Direcct,or-General of Education for India. 
Home, Education 'A', October 1901, No. 19. 

12. Scheme for establishment of the Indian Institute of Science, 
Home, Education 'A', February 1902, Nos. 5-9. 



13. Resolution of Lord Curzon dated 24 October 1903 seeking 
Government cow01 over the universities and affilistd 
colleges. The proceedings also contain a review of educa- 
tion in India from 1781 to 1903. 
Home, Education 'A', November 1903, Nos. 42-47. 

14. Creation of a separate Education Department on 9 December 
1910. 
Home, Establishment 'A', February 1911, Nos. 246-257. 

15. Keorganisation of the Department of Education on a perma- 
nent basis. 
Home, Establishment 'A', May 1915, Nos. 22-23. 

16. Revival of the Central Advisory Board of Education. 
Education, Health and Lands, F. No. 83-1/1933 E. 

17. Resolutions of the Central Advisory Board of Education con- 
taining Wardha Education Scheme etc. forwarded to all 
Provincial Government3 and Local Administrations. 
Education, Health and Lands, F. 10-1/1939-C.A.B. 

18. Search for British Chairman of the proposed University 
Commission. 
Education, F.55-5/1947-E-1 (K.W.) 

19. Note regarding Programme for development and propagatioll 
of Hindi. 
Education, No. F. 2-35/1954-H 4. 

20. Ways and means to make the programme of social educa- 
tion vital in the Community Development Programme. 
Education, F. 4-40/ 1955-B. 2 (D.O.) 



MINISTRY OF FINANCE 

Ever since the beginning of the eighteenth century, all matters 
concerning affairs of the East India Company were recorded in the 
proceedings of the Board of Council at the Presidency of Fort William 
at Calcutta. which was set up on 26 May 1700, and thus began 
recording of the proceedings of its meetings from 1704. These 
proceedings bear the heading 'Fort William' as no departlnen t had 
come into existence at that time. On 8 December 1763, for the 
first time, two Departments, viz., 'Public' and 'Secret' were organised 
giving rise to two distinct series of records, namely 'Public Consulta- 
tions', and 'Secret Consultations'. 

Whereas the Secret Consultations dealt with matters connected 
with diplomatic relations with princely States and outside agencies, 
'Public Consultations' dealt with subjects like Appointments, 170rtifica- 
tions, Revenue, Accounts, Shipping, etc. In 1765, after getting the 
'Diwani' rights from the Mughal Emperor, functions relating to 
management of Company's lands in Calcutta and 24 Parganas, collec- 
tion of revenues of Burdwan, Midnapur, and Chittagong, disbursement 
of money and Company's investment were also recorded in the Public 
Consultations. 

In addition, in September 1770 two Provincial Councils were 
formed for the purpose of revenue business-one at Murshidabad for 
Bengal, and the other at Patna for Bihar. But keeping in view 
increase in the volume of work of the Public Department, a 
'Comptrolling Committee of Revenue' was set up in March 1771. This 
Committee was set aside in favour of a 'Council of Revenue' on 13 
October 1772 and a year later the Council of Revenue became the 
'Revenue Department'. From 1 June 1786 all functions regarding 
revenue administration began to be conducted through the medium of 
Board of Revenue.1 A distinct 'Separate Revenue Branch' also began 
to operate under the Board from 1788 to deal exclusively with 
Government income accruing from Customs, Salt, Stamps, Excise etc. 
Ieaving 'Land Revenue' with the Revenue De~ar tment .~  However, in 
1793 central revenue derived from these subjects, was transferred 
from the Board of Revenue to the Board of Trade under the Public 
Department. 

A very significant change took place in January 1810. when 
financial matters dealt with by the Public Department were separated - 

1. Board of Revenue was one of the four important Boards created in Sep- 
tember 1785. The other three Boards were Board of Council, Military 
Board, and Board of Trade. 

2. Tbe entire series of Separate Revenue (1790-1859) is kept alongwith the 
records of Finance Department. 



from other functions and started forming an independent series of 
Financial Consultations. In November 1 8 1 5, Revenue Department, 
and the two Branches i.e., Financial and Separate Revenue of the 
Public Department were grouped into one Department called tbc 
Territorial Department and put under the charge of one Secretary. 
However, business relating to Separate Revenue was transferred from 
Territorial to General Department in March 1828.3 Subsequently, 
Stamps, Excise and Assessed Taxes were added to the Separate Re- 
venue Series in 1828, 1829, and 1843 respectively. In April 1830, 
the position of Departments as it existed in 1810 was repeated with 
the dissolution of Territorial Department, and financial matters once 
again came under the purview of General Department. In March 
1832, separate consultations titled Mint was started within the Financial 
series of records.' 

The year 1843, however, provided a distinct land-mark iri tht 
organizational history of the Government of India, when an cnthly  
scparate Secretariat for the Government of India was set up. On 
4 January 1843, a distinct Financial Department for the Government 
of India came into existence. A further re-organization of the 
Financial Department took place in 1846, when Finance and Accounts 
of the Government of Bengal were completely separated from that 
of the Government of India. The Office of the Accountant General 
of Bengal was abolished, and Secretary, Financial Department, became 
ex-officio Accountant General of India, with power to supervise and 
exanline the Indian accounts, and exercise complete control ovcr loan 
operation. In December 1857, Accounts Departments in the three 
Presidencies were amalgamated and a General Department of .4ccounts 
was constituted on 1 May 1858, with Accountant General to the 
Government of India as its head. And, in November 1850, a new 
Board of Audit for India was constituted to monitor and control 
government expenditure. Henceforth, the Accountant-General was 
also designated as Auditor General of India. 

The Government of India Act, 1858, changed the very structure 
of the Government of India. Under this Act, 'Board of Control' 
and 'Court of Directors', were abolished and in their place office of 
the 'Secretary of State for India' was created. Its work was facilitated 
by a council of members known as 'Council of India'. 

With the introduction of budget system in India, presentation 
of annual budget became the responsibility of the Financial Depart- 
ment. The first budget of British India was presented in 1860-1861. 
After the introduction of Income Tax under Income Tax Act XXXII 
of 1860, the business relating to Income-tax, alongwith Licence-tax, 
Custom Duties and Stamp Revenue, was transferred from Home to 
Financial Department on 21 March 1861. But on 11 March 1862, 

3. On 5 June. 1818 the nomenclature of Public Department had changed to 
General Department. 

4. Mint Proceedings were also created by the Government of B e n d  during 
the period 1834-1985. 



&tom duties and stamp revenue wen. once again placed under Hc,nle 
D e w e n t .  In the same year, however. Fituncial Department tool 
over the sole right of issuing paper currcoc) notes. There wits yet 
mother change on 30 Octobcr 1862 when functions relating to 
Customs, Salt. Opium, Stamps and Excise were t d r n  fronl Monlc 
Depnrunent and given to Financial Department. 111 1864. 'Separate 
Revenue Branch' was transferred fronl the Home Dcpllrtlnel~t to 
Financial Department, where it dealt with AsscsscJ 'i-a\ch. Exciw. 
Opium ond Stamps. In 1867 Post Olticc too came within the purview of 
tbe Financial Departmtnt ;itld forn~eci a Sectiorl of the Separate Re\ enilc 
Branch. In 1876. when major distribution of work anlong viiriows 
Departments of the Govcr~~nlwt of lndia took place. Financial 
Departnlrnt was asked to administrr Pay, Allowrrnc~s and Fi~lancc 
Officers Brunch in aridition to the already existing subjects like 
Accounts, h a v e  ilnd Leave Allownnccs. hlint and Currency. Pcnsion 
and Gratuities m d  Separutt: Revenue. Howcver, on 1 July 1879 
Separate Revenue Branch became Revenue Blxnch. 

Following ~vcommcnciatiolls of the C~~lllllittee appointed u~ider 
the Presidentship of Bazctt Colvin for cnsuring ecorlonly in cxpcndi- 
ture, the work of the Go\cnunenr of lnrlia was re-distributed in July, 
11179. Consequentlv, it was settled that work of thc exisling three 
Departments, i.e., ( i j  Home (ii) Reve~luc. Agriculturc and Commerce 
and (iii) Financial, would be shared by two Depiu-tnlents, uamcly 
( i)  Finance and Commerce, and (ii) Home, Revenue ilud Agriculture. 
But increasing pressure of work lcd to separation of Conmlercc from 
Finance and Comnlerce Department fro111 1 March 1905 and it  
resulted in the creation of a 11t.w Department of Commerce and 
Industry. In the chanpcd set up. subjects like Post Otficc. C'ustoms, 
Commerce md Trade (Statistics) \wre t rimsferred to the Conlmcrce 
a d  Industry Depurtnlent ." 

From 13 April 1906 'Military Financc Branch' in the Fina~lcc 
Department was authorized to look dtcr  nlilitary tinullcia1 uiutters. 
Thrs branch was abolished on 1 Octobcr 19 13, and rui oflice of the 
Financial Adviser. Military Finance. was created under the corltrol of 
the Finance Dcpurtment. 

As sl result of the r~com~l~endntion of the Retrenchment Comll~ittee 
certain re-grouping of Secretariat Departnlenrs took place in  1923. 
oucc again for the puposc of econoruy in e~penditilrs.~ Under the 
new nrrailgement Finance Dcpartnlent was ;illocated : Gcncr;~l Finance. 
Customs, Taxes on Income, Salt, Opium. Excise. Stamps, C'urrc.nCy 
and Banking, Salaries and Allowuces, Civil Accounts Dcpartmell~ 
including ?"reusuries. Arnly Finance and thc' htilitary ~lccounts. 
Further, to relieve the Secretariat proper from the burden of detllilcd 
i&qbistratiye control, ii Central Board of Revenue was constituted - 

5. Salt and Excise were trunsfe~.red lo Cornn~e~~ce and Intlustry iu C)ctokr. 19 10. 

6. The Retrenchment Committee had k e n  appointed bv thc C;o\crnmtnt of 
India on 13th June, 1922. to consider what retrenchment wuu possible nith 

regard to tho expenditure of the Central Government. 



on 1 April 1924 to administer all the main beads of revenue, v k ,  
Customs, Sdt, Income-tu, Supr-tax, Stamps, Opium and Excise. 

Altbough under the Govenlrncnt of India Act of 1935, the Central 
Government gave away ctrtai11 p)wcrs to the Provinc~s, thc work 
load of thC Financu Dsprtnlznt did not decrease. l t  had now h e n  
suddlcd with the respc~nsibhty af prouidiog fisaaebl rrssistancr. to tha 
Provinces to meet their financial deficits. Consequently, Oftie of the 
Financial :\d\isCr to the Govenlor-General was creatxi to pn~vide 
guidance on finlmciul mattzn. A few yelirs later, on 2 August 1946, 
a minor organizational chungc further tw~k place ,when mtitte1.s relating 
to "Money Lending and Money Lenders" were transferred from House 
Depurtnlent to the Finance Department. 

On 29 August 1947, Finonce Departmcnt ww designated as Minis- 
try of Finance. Main functions of the Ministry at this stage comprised 
of co~rtrol over entire expnditure of the Govcrnnlent of India, includ- 
ing Delencc and Ruilways, raising of necessary revenues, and iequla- 
tion d taxation and borrowing policies. To discharge these functions, 
the hlinistry of Finunce was di\iilcd into th rq  Wings : ti ) t:xp.nditurc. 
(ii) Econortlic Affai~x, und (iii) Revenue. The Expenditu~t Wing 
had control over the expenditure incurred by the Ministries alld other 
Dcyartrnents of the Government of India, ilnd consisted of five Divi- 
sions, namely-Defence, Rnilwa y , Communications, Tmdc and 1 trdustry 
and Gcnenll. Sinlililrly preparation of Annual Budget, Adl~linistia- 
tion of Public Debt, National Savings, Public Accounts, Currency 
and Coinage, Bunking, Exchange Control, Control ovet Capital Issues, 
Post-War Planning and Provincial Finances we= the main subjects 
dealt with by the Econonlic Aiiuirs Wing which comprised of Budget 
llivision, Finance Division and Planning Division. The Kcvenuc 
Wing dealt with policy and administration regarding assessment and 
collection of Central Revcnucs. illld administration of (a )  Inconlc .Tan 
Department, (b)  Central Excise Dspilrtnlcnt, ( c )  Customs Depart- 
ment, and (d) Opium Ikpatfment. 

In 1949, the three Wings of the Ministry of Finance were re- 
orgdnlsed to constitute two Departments, viz., ( i )  Department of 
Revenue and Expenditulr., and ( ~ i )  Department of Economic AHdrs. 
In 1955, the Department of Company Law Administrition was cleated 
and put under the Finance Ministry. Again, in 1956, the Revenue 
Divisit1:l iind the Expenditure Division within the Dep;irtment of 
Revenue and Expend~ture were separated, and constituted into 
separate fullfledgd Departnlent of Revenue. and Department of 
Expenditure. Thus in 1960, Ministry of Finance had four Depart- 
ments, namely (i) Department of Revenue. (ii) Department of 
Expeaditure, (iii) Department of Economic Maim, and (iv) Depart- 
ment of Company Law Administration. 
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GROWTH OF THE MINISTRY OF PINANCE 

Council at Fort ~illlam(1748)' 

Public ~epartment (1 764) 

I 
Finanoial Deputment (1 810)'' 

Finance and Commerce De~artment (1 879) 

Finance Department (1 905) 

# 

+National Archives of Indin has in Its csutody records in regu- 
lar series from 1748. 

+*Thoughdesignated as Financial Department, it functioned only a 
Branch of the Public Department (1 810-1 81 S), Territorial Department 
(1815-1830) and General Department (1 830-1 843). It became an 
independent Department from 1843. 



RECORDS AVAII,IBI,E IN THE NITIONAL ARCHIVeSOF INDIA 

A. Financial Dapartment 1810-1 879 

B. Finance and Commerce Department 1 t79-1905 

C. Finance Department 1905-1 946 

D. Ministry of Finance 1947-1 953 

E. Other Groups 

Soparate Anoual I~ulicea of all the above groups arc available. Annu@l 
Indices of Public Department may, however, be consulted for record8 
prior to 1810. 

.Sl. Descr ipt ion Inclusive Bulk 
No. years Y---- 

Bundles Volumes -- - ---- --- 
1 - 7 3 4 
--- - -- - -- - - - - - (i (i i )  

1. Financial 

1. Body Shact . , 1810.1857 
iI. Consultation . . 1810-1859 
i i i .  Despatclles to Court of Directors . 1810-1 859 
iv. Despatches from Court of Directors . 181 2-1 859 

v. Order Book . . 1810-1855 

2. Separate Revonue 

.. I. Body Sheet . . . 1817-1856 

l i .  Consultation . . 1790-1857 
i i l .  Despatches to Court of Directors . 1795-1 857 
iv. Despatches from Court of Directors . 1795-1 857 

3. Soparatt Revenue, Ceded and Conquered 
Rovlnces 

I .  Bodysheet . . 1803 1 - 
il. Consultation . , 1804-1805 5 5 

1. BodySllect , a . . 1832-1856 4 8 

ii. Consultation . , 1832-1859 42 28 
iii. Order Book . . 1832-1856 - 9 



5. Miscellaneous Records 
. . 

i .  Board'of Commissioners, 
Bihar and Banaras (Customs) . . 1816-1821 10 

ii. - . B a r d  of Commissioners Ceded ant, 
Conquered Provinces (Customs) . 1807-1 821 - 60 

i i i. Bdard of Revenue, Central Piaovinces 
(Customs) . 1822-1826 - - 7 

iv. Boa1.b of Revenue, Fort William (Salt) 1788-1 792 - 15 

v. Board of Revenue, Western Provinces 
(Customs) . . 1822-1825 - 12 

vi. Board of Customs, Salt and Opiiirn . 1819-1821 - 6 

vii. Collector of Customs, Bombay . . 1849-1 859 2 - 
viii. Assistant Collector of Central Excise. 

Baroda . , 1839-1 859 5 - 
ix. CommitteeofAccounts . , .  1781 - - . -  

1 
. . 

x. Financial Secretary's orders . 1845-1857 - 1 

xi. Letters from Finance Secretary to 
Government of Bombay . . 1852-1856 - 1 

xii .  Letters from Finance Secretary to 
Government of Madras . . 1810-1813, 

. . . . 
1846-1 852 

. . . . 
. xiii. Letters from Finance Secretary t o  : . . 

. . 
(i i) Foreign Governmen( s and Individuals . 1 847-1 852 

xiv. Mint Committee 
1 - -(i) Proceedings . 1792-1858 
. . (ii) Letters from Secretary Mint . 1802-1 81 8 , l  

Cornmlttte to Governor-General . 1856-1 858 J 

(ii i) Letters' to Mint Committee from 
Revenue Department . 1795-1803 

(iv) Letters from Mint ~ d m l n i t t e e  to 
Revenue Department . 1795-1 802 

(v) L2tters Rsceived by Mint Committee 1802-1 859 

(vi) General Orders of Calcutta Mint 
Master . 

1858-1 859 

(vii) Benaras Mint Letters . . ' 1820-1 825 

xv. R:sl~liition~ a ~ l d  orders by Fillancia1 
Department . . 1830-1848 1 



6. Governme~~t  of Bzngal Records 

(a) Financial 

(i) Body Sheet . 1836-1851 - i 4 

.. .. ( i i )  C.)a;ultatio~l .- . . 1831-1851 31 26 

(iii) L3espalchesto Co?rrl of Directors 1835-1 854 - 1'4 
(iv) D:spatches from Cs~urt of Directors 1 834-1 854 - 2 1 
(v) Order Book . 1835-1854 - 16 

(b) Mint 

(i) Body Sheat . 1834-1850 ..- 5 

( i  i) Consultation . . 1835-1854 13 19 

(i ii) Order Book . . 1835-1851 - 8 

11. Post-1839 Records 

(a)  Name oft he Branch 

I .  Accounts..  

2. Accounts and Finance . 
3. Establishment . 
4. Expenditure . 
.5. Gradation List of OBiccrs 

Department . 
6. Income Tax . 
7, Leave - . 
8.LicenccTax . 
9. Mint 

10. Mint and Currency . 
11. Misce l l a J le0~~  . 
12. Pay and Allowances . 
1.3.PensionsandGratuities . 
1-4. Separate Revenue . 

(b) Despatcl~es 

. 1860-1876 
. 1876-11179 

. . . 1860-1864 
. 1863-1879 

of Financial 
. 1871-1873 
. 1861-1863 
. 1860-1 879 
. 1862 
. 1860-1864 
. 1864-1879 
. 1660-1 864 
. 1876-1879 
. 1860-1879 
. 1860-1 879 

I .  To  Secretary of State for India . . 1860-1879 
2. From Secretary of Stale for Iudia . . .1860-1879 
(c) Miscellaneorrs records 

1. Minutes a ~ l d  Notes . . .. . 1862-1 879 



- -- _--- 

B. FINANCE AND CDMMERCE DEPARTMENT 
1879-1905 

(a) Natne of the Branch 

1 , A ~ ~ o ~ n t s a n d F i p a n c e  . 
2. Comercc  and Trade 
3. Expenditure . 
4.Leave , 

5. Leave Allowances, Pensions and Gratuities 
6. Leave and Leave Allowances . 
7. Mint and Currency . 
8,  Pay and Allowances . 

9. Pensions and Gratuities , 

10. Revenue . 
1 1 .  Salarias, Establishments and Other 

Expendit~ire . 
1 2. Separate Revenue . 

. . 

13. Separate Revenue, Statistics and Commerce . 
14. Statistbs . 
13. Stat is t i~s  and Commerce . 

(b) Despatches 

1 .  TO Secretary of State for lndia 
2. From Secretary of State for lndia 

(I) Financial 
(ii) Financial Funds , 

( i i i )  Financial Judicial . 
(iv) Financial Military . 
(v) Financial Political . 

(vi)FinancialPublic , 

(vli) Financial Revenue , 

(viii) Financial Stores 
3. From Government of Bombay to Semtary of 

State for lndia . 
4. To Government of Bombay from Secretary of 

State for India . 
4. From Secretary of State for India to Govern- 

ment of Bombzy ; Financial Stores , 
6. To Government of Madras from Secretary of 

State for India : Financial Stores 



4 
(i) (ii) -- 

(c) Miscellaneous records 

1 .  Minutes and Notes . . 1879--1905 

C, FINANCE DEPARTMENT 
1905-1 947 

(a) Name of the Branch 

1 .  Ac~ounts . . 1925-1929 
2. Accounts and Finance . . 1905-1925 
3. Budget . . 1930-1946 
4. Cash . 1925-1941 
5. Civil Service Regulations . . 1924-1927 

6. Communi~ation . 1937-1942 
7. Expeilditure 1 . . 1925-1942 

8. Expenditure I 1  . . 1925-1942 
9. Finance . . 1924-1944 

1 0. Finance I . . 1945-1946 
1 I. Finance 11 . 1945-1 946 

12. Financial Establishment . . 1924-1927 

13. General . . 1925-1939 
14. Intoxicating Drugs . . 1923-1924 
15. Leave and Leave Allowances . . 1905-1924 

1 6. Milita1.y Finance . . 1906-1913 
17. Pay & Allowances . . 1905-1910 
18. P J ~ ,  Allowances and Finance Officers . 1916-1924 
19. Pensions and Gratuities . . 1905-1914 
20. Planning . . 1944-1946 

21. Planning 1 , 1945-1946 
22. Planning I1 . . .. . 1946 
23. Planning111 . . 1946 

24. Reforms . . 1928-1937 
25. Regulation I . . 1928-1942 
26. Regulation I1 . . 1926-1944 
27. Salaries, Estab!ishment and other ~ tmnd i tu l*  1905-1925 

28. Salt Establishments . . 1923-1924 
29. Sd~edule . . 1930-1932 
30. Separate Revenue . . 1905-1924 

31. War . 1941-1943 

(b) ~ f i ~ ~ ~ l l a n r o u s  records 

1. Ml~iutes and Notes . . 1905-1909 



- --- ----- 

D. MINISTRY OF FINANCE 
(1947-1953) 

(a) Name 01' rhc Branch 

].Budget . 
2. Establishment 1V 
3. External Finance 
4. Finance I . 
5. Finance 11 

6. Planning . 
7. Planning I 

8. Planning I1 . 

E. OTHER CWnuPs 
1.  Accountant General of Public Works Depart- 

ment . 

N a l ~ e  of the Branclr 
(i) Establishments . , 1893-1910 2 - 
(ii) General . . 1882-1910 5 

(i i i )  Irrigatio~z . . 1896-1909 1 - 
(iv) Ra.ilways . . 1893-1900 1 - 

?i ~ o a r d  of Inland Revenue . . 1923-1924 4 - 

3. Can::lled Securities of o ld  Loans, Bonds and 
Agency Department Records . , 1785-1 881 3,300 Packets 

. . .. . (Including Volumes) 
. . . . 
4. Central Board of-Revenue 

' I 

Nnn~e of the Brunch 

i .  Administration (General) . . 
i i. Administration (Income Tax) 
... 
111. Administration (Opium) . 
iv. Administration (Salt) . . 
v. Central Excise . 

.: vi. Central Excise (Tobacco) . .. 

vil. Custom Duties . 
viii. Custom Duties I ' . 

ix. CuStom Duties I1 . 
x. Custom Establishment . 

xi. Customs (War) , 

xi  i .  Excise and Opium . 
--- - - -- .. . 



- - - - - - - - -. - . 

xiii. General . . . 1924-1937 

xiv. General 1 . 1937-1943 

xv. Ifloome Tax . . 1924-1946 

xvi. Intoxicating Drug, . . 1924-1925 

xvii. Salt Establibhment . . 1924 

xix. Salt I1 . . 1928-1930 

xx. Stamps . . 1924-1 Y46 

5. Central Excise Collectorate 

i .  Baroda . . 1860-1942 

i i .  Madras . . 1920-1 949 

6. Collector of Customs 

i. Bombay . . 1860-1934 

ii. Calcutta . . 1860-1933 

iii. ~ a d r a s  . . 1910-1954 

7. Comn~issioner of Customs, Salt Opium and 
Abkar i ,  Bombay. Col-respondence . 

8. Commodities Price Board . 

9. Comptroller and Auditor General of India 

10. Financial Adviser, Military Finance . 
i. Proceedings . 

ii. Despatches to Secretary of State for India 

i i l .  Despatches from Secretary of State for 
India 

11. Governmsnt of Bengal, Financial Depastmenl 
Separate Revenue (Salt, Customs) . 

12. Governmerit of Bzngal, Revenue Department 
(Opium) . 

13. Governmellt of Bjmbzy, Revenue Depart- 
ment (Salt) . 

14. -Government of Madras, Revenue Derartment, 
Miscellaneous (Salt) . 

15. Government of United Provinces, Separate 
Revenue (Opium) Dep81-tment . 

- - --- - 



16. Inlands Customs Department . . 
Name of the Branch 

i .  ~ u d ~ e t  , . 1876.1882 3 - 
i i .  Establishment , . 1878-1882 10 - 

i i i .  General , 1870-1882 1 1  - 

17. Inland Revenue Board . . 1923 3 - 

18. Mint Committee Proceedings . 1861-1862 1 

19. Mint Masters General Orders . 1870-1872 - 1 

20. Northern India Salt Revenue 

Nunre oj'the Branch 

i. Accounts . . 1927-1946 20 - 
ii. Budget . . 1882-1924 4 - 

iii. ~skblishrnont . ' . . 1882-1947 30 - 
iv. General . . 1882-1946 60 - 

21. Travancore-Cochin Banking Inquiry Commis- 
sion . 1956 4 - 



SOME SIGNIFICANT DOCUMENTS AVAILABLE IN THE 
SERIES 

1. Permission accorded to the Company by Siraj-ud-daulah, 
Nawab of Bengal, to erect a mint in Calcutta. 

Public, 28 April 1757, Page No. 102 (Volume). 

2. Constitution of a Mint Committee for superintending the 
Mints and enquiring into general state of Coinage in Bengsl, 
Bihar and Orissa. 

Mint Committee, 14 May 1792, No. 1. 
3. Supply of coins to the Government of the Isle of France 

(Mauritius). 
Financial, 16 August 181 1, Nos. 8-9. 

4. Loan of a crore of rupees taken by East India Company 
from Nawab Vazir of Oudh (Awadh). 

Financial, 11 November 1814, Nos. 1-2. 
5. Rcgulations for altering the standard of Calcutta Sicca, 

Kupee and Gold Mohar. 
Financial, 24 December 1 8 1 8, Nos. 9-14. 

6. Illcrease in Capital Stock of Bank of Bellgal from Rupees 
fifty lakhs to seventy laklls. 

Financial, 7 March 1825, No. 14. 
- 7. Printing of Notes of the Tanjore Debt. 

Financial, 10 June 1835, Nos. 6-7. 
8. Company's rupee declared equivalent to Surat, Farrukhabad, 

Madras and Bombay rupees. 
Financial, 7 October 1835, No. 10. 

9. Scparation of finance and accounts of Goverllnlcilt of India 
from that of Government of Bengal. 

Financial, 27 March 1846, Nos. 8-10. 
10. Establishment of a General Department of Accounts for 

whole of India and appointment of Accountant-General of 
Government of India. 

Financial, 4 December 1857, No. 3. 
1 1. Constitution of Board of Audit. 

Financial, Accounts 'A', 16 November 1860, No. 5 1. 
12. Suggestion of the British Indian Association, Calcutta, relat- 

ing to introduction of Gold currency into India. 
Financial, Mint and Currency 'A', September 1864, 
NOS. 315-316. 

13. Creation of the post of "Comptroller General of Accounts", 
as head of the Audit and Accounts Department. 

Fhncial Expncliture 'A', October 1865, Nos. 45-51. 
5 -510 Archive j87 



14. Financial decentralisation and subsequent enlargement of 
financial powers and responsibilities of Local Governments 
and Administrations. 

Financial, Accounts and Finance 'A', January 187 1 ,  
NOS. 20-57. 

15. Introduction of Currency Notes of Rs. 10,000/- and indent 
upon Secretary of State for India for 27,000 such Notes. 

Financial, hlint and Currency 'A', January 1873, No. 9. 

16. Proposal for a Bill to make coins of Princely States a legal 
tender in British India. 

Financial, Mint and Currency 'A', July 1874, Nos. 
6-13. 

17. Prohibition imposed on movement of salt from Rajputana, 
and Central India Agencies into British Territory. 

Financial, Separate Revenue 'A', July 1879, Nos. 345- 
348. 

18. Free export of rice and paddy into French Settlements in 
Madras Presidency. 

Finance and Commerce, Separate Revenue 'A', August 
1880, NOS. 1469-1474. 

19. Representation from Manchester Chamber of C o m ~ ~ ~ c r c e  to 
Secretary of State for India soliciting abolition of duties on 
cotton goods, and yarns imported into India. 

Finance and Con~merce, Separate Revenue, St at lstics 
and Commerce 'A', April 1882, Nos. 637-639. 

20. Establishment of Post Office Savings Banks in !he threc 
Presidencies of Bengal, Bombay and Madras. 

s Finance and Commerce, Separate Revenue, Statistics 
and Commerce 'A', September 1883, Nos. 1 096-1 13 8. 

21. Exemption from export duty on rice exported from British 
India to Pondicherry, and Karikal as a measure of flood 

I relief. 
Finance and Commerce. Statistics and Commerce 'A', 
March 1885, Nos. 43-46. 

22. Indian and Russian trade in Central Asia. 
Finance and Commerce. Statistics and Commerce 'A', 
May 1885, Nos. 142-154. 

23. Export duty on Indian rice, and its effects on rice-milling 
trade of London and Liverpool. 

Finance and Commerce. Statistics and Commercc 'A', 
April 1888, Nos. 182-193. 



24. Import duties in Britain on Indian made silver plate. 
Finance and Commerce, Statistics and Commerce 'A', 
July 1889, Nos. 368-370. 

25. Rejection of an application from Bengal Iron and Steel 
Company Ltd. claiming exemption from custom duty on 
all plants and materials imported by them for the erection 
of their steel works at Barakar (in Bengal). 

Finance and Commerce, Statistics and Commerce 'A', 
September 1903, Nos. 558-559. 

26. Abolition of Military Finance Branch, 4 cration of an 
office of Financial Adviser, Military Finance. 

Finance, Salaries and EstaMshments A' Novtmber 
1913, Nos. 161-166. 

27. Appointment of Indians to posts reserved for members of 
the Indian Civil Service, also for offices of Accounta~lt 
General. 

Finance, Pay, Allowances and Finance Officers 'A', 
August 1916, Nos. 83-85. 

28. Proposal to make provision in the draft rules under Section 
30 (i) (A)  of the Government of India Act, 1919, permit- 
ting Local Governments to raise loans in London. 

Finance, Accounts and Finance 'C', May 1920, No. 
841. 

29. Relief from double Income Tax of incomes, taxed both in 
British India and in an Indian State. 

Finance, Separate Revenue 'A', April 1924, Nos. 1- 
14. 

30. Particulars of holding in Gold Standard Reserves from 
December 1924 to March 1935. 

Finance, File No. (111) /F, 1935. 

3 1. Dehing 'taxes on income' in the Government of India Act, 
1935. 

Finance, File No. 9 (17) /F, 1936. 

32. Auditor General of India made Head of Accounts of the 
Centre and the Provinces. 

Finance, Reforms, File No. 3 (2) / 1936. 

33. Financial powers of Provincial Governments in regard to 
grant of special pay to officers of All India Services under 
Government of India Act, 1935. 

Finance, File No. 16 (2) /Ex-I, 1937. 

34. Question of a fixed rate of exchange for conversion of 
Sterling into Rupees dropped. 

Finance, File No. 1 (2)/F, 1939. 



35. Percentage of silver and alloy in manufacturing coins. 
Finance, File No. 2(48)/F, 1940. 

36. Views and Comments of various Chambers of Cominercc 
and Provincial Governments on Establishment of Inter- 
national Monetary Fund. 

Finance, File No. 2(52)/F, 1944. 

37. Danger of inflation in British India. 
Finance, File No. 17 ( 127) /F, 1944. 

38. Report of the Ports (Technical) Committee regarding need 
for a deep sea port on the West Coast of India. 

Finance, File No. 12(3)/P, 1947. 

39. Indian Finance Bill of 1948 sanctioned by Govcrnor: 
General of India. 

Finance, File No. 2(82)/B, 194R. 



MINISTRY OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE 

lndia is essentially an agricultural country and the mainstay of her 
people is land. Yet, the East lndia Company, during its administra- 
tion in India, had concentrated more on maximization of revenue 
collectio~~ (including land revenue) and did very little to  improve 
agriculture of the country. Guided purely by commercial interests in 
tllc initial stages, the East Tndia Company promoted cultivation of a 
kw cash crops only and performed some routine agricultural, functionb. 

Administrative matters relating to these functions were dealt in the 
Public, Revenue and Home Departments respectively. prior to the 
creation of an independent Department of Revenue, Agriculture and 
Commerce in June 1871. 

This Department took over the work connected with Land Revenue 
and Settlements, Surveys, Census, Meteorology, Statistics of agricul- 
ture and trade, all matters affecting improvement and development of 
the Agricultural, Mineral and Commercial resources of the country 
from the Home Department, Government Studs and all matters con- 
nected with improvement of breed of horses and cattle from Military 
Department, Opium, Salt, Customs. Stamps and Excise from Financial 
Department. and Forests and Fisheries from Public Works 
Department .l 

In July 1879 whcn the Government of India decided to bring 
reduction in expenditure, its organisational structure was modified. 
Departments of Revenue, Agriculture and Commerce, and Home were 
amalgamated to form Home, Revenue and Agricultural Department, 
while Commerce was combined with Finance, and was designated as 
Department of Finance and Commerce. Due to this change Statistics 
Branch was made a part of the newly created Department of Finance 
and Commerce, but work connected with Census. Gazetteer, and 
Weights and Measures, continued to remain with Home, Revenue and 
Agricultura,l Department. 

No sooner did the work of reorganization of various departments 
of the Government of India was over, the Famine Commission of 1879 
in its report pleaded for the creation of a separate Department of 
Agriculture, which would promote planned development of agriculture, 
initiate programmes for increasing agricultural output. and take pre- 
ventive measures for recurrence of famine in the country. Conse- 
quently, an independent Department of Revenue and Agriculture was 
established on 6 July 1881 t o  deal with matters concerning Land 
Revenue, (including Settlements and Taccavi advances) Surveys 

1. For Records of Survey of lndia. see chapter "Ministry of Scientific 
Research and Cultural Affairs", Guide to the Sources of Asian Hisrory, 
Vol. 3.2. 
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(including Geological Surveys but excluding Archaeological and Marine 
Surveys), Agriculture and Horticulture (including Fibres and Silk), 
Fisheries, Cattle-breeding and Cattle-disease, Minerals, Meteorology 
and Famine. Statistics Branch was also transferred to this Depart- 
ment from the Finance and Commerce Department, though si~bjects 
relating to Census, Gazetteer, and Weights and Measures still renuin- 
ed with the Home Department. 

'The activities of the Revenue and Agricultural Department ex- 
.punded gradually. During a period of twenty, three years-from 1882 
to 1905-many subjects like Industrial Arts, Economic Museum 
and Agricultural Exhibitions, Archaeology, Patents, and Weights and 
Measures, were transferred from Home Department to Revenue and 
Agricultural Department. 

On 1 March 1905, consequent to the creation of Commerce a d  
Industry Department, Revenue and Agricultural Department was 
relieved of all the subjects which were not directly connected with 
land revenue administration, agriculture and famine relief. The 
subjects thus transferred to thq newly created Department of Corn- 
merce and Industry were : Commercial Exhibition, Econonlic Pro- 
ducts, Emigration, Fisheries, Geology and Minerals, Inventions and 
Designs, Practical Arts and Museums, and Weights and Measures. At 
this juncture, the subject of Archaeology was also re-transferred to 
the Home Department. 

During the First World War, Delhi War Conference, which was 
lield on 29 April 1918, passed a resolution regarding development of 
India's resources in food stuffs. Consequently, on 10 May 19 18, the 
Governor-General in Council decided to establish a Central Transport 
and Food Stuffs Board at Delhi. The main functions of this Board 
were to suggest measures for more efficient exploitation of India's 
resources through animal and mechanical transport, and to develop 
production of food stuffs. This Board, however, functioned for a 
short period and was wound up in 1919. Meanwhile, government had 
appointed a Food Stuffs Commissioner to mobilise its post-war efforts 
in controlling movement of wheat, rice and other food stuffs in the 
country. He was also required to submit to the Government of India 
periodical reports about the position of food stufEs and their export. 

On 3 August 1921, Emigration, a subject that was being dealt 
within the Commerce and Industry Department since 1905, was trans- 
ferred to Department of Revenue and Agriculture. 

Under tbe Government of India Act 1919, most of the subjects 
dealing with l a d  revenue and agriculture were &sferred to the 
Provincial Governments. But matters relating to Centr:il Research 
Institutions and those connected with diseases of plants and animals 
continued to remain under the administrative control of the Central 
Government. As a result of this change, the Department of Revenue 
and Agriculture started collecting and collating information relatin f to rural economy, agriculture, and statistics. Henceforth the Cmtra 



Government started taking keen interest in agricultural problems 
l'ronl a scientific and technical angle. However, following recom- 
~nendations of the Retrenchment Committee, Department of Revenue 
and Agriculture was merged with the Department of Education and 
Health, and a new Department entitled Education, Health and Lands 
was constituted on 16 April 1923. All business connected with 
aclmi~listratiun of Land Revenue, Land Surveys, Civil Veterinarv. A@- 
culture, Famine, Forest, Arboriculture, Botanical Survey of India, 
Foodstuffs, Cinchona Cultivation and Supply of Quinine etc. formed 
part of the agricultural functions of the newly constituted Depart- 
ment. 

With the growing awareness on the part of the government to 
promote agriculture, the Royal Commission on Agriculture 
( Linlithgow Commission) was appointed, and on its reconlmenda- 
lions, the Imperial Council of Agricultural Research was est:rblished 
on 23 May 1929. Its aim was to promote, guide and coordinate 
agricultural (including veterinary) research in India, and to provide 
research expertise to the prdvinces. The Council was made an 
Attached Office under the Education, Health and Lands Department 
on 15 January 1939. 

As a result of the Second World War, India faced acute food 
shortage, which called for immediate remedy. So, to meet this 
emergent' situation caused by the War, Government of India con- 
stituted 'Department of Food' in December 1942. This Department 
took over all questions regarding control of price and movement of 
food-stuffs, (including sugar and salt but not tea or coffee). 
Administration of Export Trade Control in respect of food-stuffs 
was also transferred to this Department. Besides, the work of pro- 
curement and purchase of all food requirements of the army became 
a concern of the Food Department with effect from 1 January 
1943. 

By 1945, Department of Education, Health and Lands had 
become too unwieldy to administer suitably three important and busy 
areas of administration. Consequently, on 1 September 1945 the 
Department was trifurcated, and a separate Department of Agri- 
culture was constituted. Department of Agriculture was henceforth 
given the responsibility of dealing with subjects like : Agriculture 
(including Horticulture), Animal Husbandry (including Veterinary), 
Fisheries, Forests (including Arboriculture), Central Agencies and 
Institutions for training and research in Agriculture (including 
Animal Husbandry), Dairying, Fisheries, Forestry etc., Indian A@- 
cultural Service, Indian Veterinary Senice, Indian Forest S e ~ c e ,  
Indian Forest Educational Service, Grow More Food and Fodder, 
Land Utilization, Minor and Emergency Irrigation, Agricultural 
Machinery, Fertilizers and Manures, Control of Pests and Diseasw 
of Plants and Animals, Commodity Committees (except those relat- 
ing to Tea. Coffee and Rubber). Imperial Council of Agricultural 
Research, Cases for financing Imperial Council of A 'cultural 
Research, aqd Commodity Committees, Central Agricultur if' Market- 



jng Department, Agricilltural Econo~nics and Stilt ist ics, Aericulti~ral 
Indebtedness and Credit, Cooperative, Fan~inc, Land, I~.everl~~c rr~itl 
Land Tenure, Land Acquisition and Land Alienation, Survey of 
India, Botanical Survey of India, Zoological Survey of India, Pounds 
and Cattle Trespass, Protection to Wild Animals and Birds, Preven- 
tion of Cruelty to Animals, Procedure in Rent and Revenue Courts, 
Marine Fishing and Fisheries. 

On 29 August 1947, Departments of Food and Agriculture were 
rc-desigrlated as Ministry of Food, and Ministry of Agriculti~rc rcs- 
pcctively. The two ministries continued to have their separate 
existence till February 1951 when, with a view to securing greater 
administrative effeciency and economy, these were amalgamated 
into one single Ministry of Food and Agriculture. With the passage 
of time, function of Ministry of Food and Agriculture expanded 
considerably. Consequently, it was split up into two separate Minis- 
tries, namely Ministry of Food, and Ministry of Agriculture with 
etfect Cron~ October 1956. From 17 April 1957, however, thc Minis- 
tries of Food and Agriculture were once again combined into one 
Ministry of Food and Agriculture. In 1960, this Ministry was 
conlposed of two Departments viz. Department of Food, and Depart- 
ment of Agriculture. Department of Food was then made responsi- 
ble ior Procurement of Foodgrains for Civil and Milililry Kequire- 
ments, Distribution of Imported Foodgrains to States, Co-orcrlination. 
Planning and Guidance in respcct of Food Policy from an All India 
point of view, and Regulation of Import and Export of Foodgrains. 
Department of Agriculture, however, looked after Agricultural Pro- 
duction, Agricultural Research, Education and Extension, Animal 
Husbandry, Fisheries and Forestry, Fruit and Vegetable Products 
Industry, Agricultural Econonlics and Statistics, Agricultural Deve- 
lopment, Liaison with the Food and Agriculture Organisation of the 
United Nations, and other International Organisations, Procurenlent 
and Distribution of Fertilisera, Agricoltural Marketing Co-operation, 
Land Reclamation, Tubewell and Minor Irrigation, and Soil Con- 
servation. 



GtROWTH-OF'THe MIWIBTRY OF FOOD AND AGRICULTUILe 

Public Dspar tmant (1761) 

Revenue* (1 834) 

- I .. . , 
------- 

I 
Home Dcparlmanl ;I 843) 

I' . 
I 

Revenue, Agriculture and Conunerce 
~1 . 

Department (1 871) I 

. ,  I 
Home, Revenue and Agricultural Department . 
(1879) 

I 
t &venue and Agricultural Departmeal 

(1881) 
I 

. I 
Education, Health and Lands Department (1923) 

. - \  . . . I .  . 
Food Department (1942) Department of Agricul~ure (1945) 

. . 
I 

Ministry of Food and Agriculture (1951) 
I 

' I I 
. Ministry of Food (1956) Ministry of Agriculture (1956) 

: I . . . . . . _  
.. - . . 

I .' 
t .' ~ i n i 4 r y  of Food and Agriculture . . . (1.957) . . . 

.. . . . 

' *Revenue records of' the Governor-Ocneral in Council prior to the enactment 
*:.. of Charter Act of '1833 arc with th: Gavdrnmtnt of Bcngal. In 1834, 

how:!fer, a distinct Rwenue Branch in th: Government of India Secretariat 
came into existence. These Revenue consultations are kept in the National 
Archives of India along with Horn: Dtpartmsat records. 

. . .  .. . - 



R E C W U S  AVALLAW IN THe NATiONAL. .4RCHIVeB OF. INDIA 

A. RMnuc, Argicullure and C o m  D c m t  1871-1879 

B. Home, Revenue and ~ icu l lurPI  Department 1879-1861 

C. Rcvanut and Agricultural Dcpartmcnt 1981,3923 
D. Edusation, Health and Lands Department 1923-1945 

E. Department of Agriculture 1945-1947 
F. Ministry of Agriculture 
G. Ministry of Food and Agriculture 

H. Other Groups 

Separate Annual Indices of all the above Groups except Othr 
Groups are available. Annual ~ndices of Dt-parfmmls of Public 
Revenue, Home, Public Works and Military may, however, be con- 
sulted for records-prior to 1871. -- 
SI. m i p t i o n  Inclusive Bulk 
NO. yean ---- 

Bundles Voltma 

A. REVEVUE, AGfUC1JtTURE AND 
COhdMERCE DEPARTMENT 
1m--1879 

(a) Name of the Brattch 
1. Agriculture ond Ifortic&ure . 
2. Commerce md Trade 
3. Cumm . 
4. Emilpation . . . 
5. Famine . 
6. Fibm 4 Silk . 
7. Fisheries . 
8.Forests . 
9. Gewral . 

10. Industrial Arb, M u n e w  a d  Exhibitions 
I I .  Industry. Science and Arts . 
12. Meteorology . 
13. Minerals and Geological Survey . 
14. Municipalities . 
15.- Revenue . 
16. Salt . . 1871-1879 
17.solita1y . . 1871-1873 



1. To Swctary of St- for India . . 1671-1879 2 27 
2. From Secretary of Stab for hbi. . . 1871-1879 2 16 

1.-PapcrorelotingtoCllamu. . . 1875-3877 - 
2. Proceediw relating to Famine in Ben@ md 

Bihar . . 1873-1875 - 

(Revenue a d  Agriculturu Wing only) 

I .  &ricultu& and Horticulturi' 
21 ~migmtion . 
3. Famine . . . 

. . .  a Fgrcsts . . 
j,Gtneral . 
6, Mdtor~low 

. . 
7. Minerals . . . . . . .  8. Revenue ' . 

. . . .  . . . . .  9: SLlmey9 :. 
(b) Despa?ches 

I .  To Secretary of Stab for India . . 1873-1881 . i 

2; From Secretary of State for India . 1679-1881 . 1 

C. REVENUE AND -CULT- WMtTWm 
1801-1923 

(a) Nante of rbr B r a d  . . 
1. Agriculture . . 1881-1923 240 
2. Agriculture amj Hortkultu~ . . 1081-1882 3 

3. ArcbaeoIo~J . 1887-1895 
Anchamlogy a n d ~ ~ i * a ~ h i .  28 

4. Cattle Breeding and Cattle Disaases . . 1881-18W 6 
5. Civil Veterinary Administration . - . . 1895-1923 97 

6. Cornmarcia1 Exhibition . . 1895-1905 7 

7. Economic Products, - . . - . . 1895-1F5 19 

8. Emigration . 1881-1905, 75 
1921-1923 9 



1 _ _ - - - -  

- -.--- -- --. 
1 2 ' 3 4 

( i )  ( i t )  

9. Exhibition . 1881-1881 2 2 

10: Famine . . 1881-1923 152 238 

11. Fibres arid Silk . .- 1881-1894 . 14 43 

12. Fbhbru~  . . 1681-1905 2 71) 

13.FoodStufh . . 1919-1922 3 3 - - 

14. Forests . , 1881-1923 315 255 

15. General . . 1881-1923 175 151 

16. Geology and Minerals . , 1895-1905 16 2 7 

17. Horse Breeding . and - -  Agriculture . Stock . . . -  . 1890-1895 2 1 20 

18.InventiomandDesigns . . 1895-1905 10 2 8 

19. Land Rewnue . , 1895-1923 358 245 

20. Land Surveys . . 1895-1923 90 59 

21. Meteorobey . - . 1881-1923 . . 60 104 

22. Minerals . . 1881-1895 8 3 5 

23. Museumsand Exlribitbns . . 1882-1894 17 44 

24. Patents . . 1888-1895 6 26 

25. Practical Arts and Museums . . 1895-1905 . 9  20 

26. Revenue . . . . 1881-1896 137 143 

27. Statistics? . 1881-1898 4 24 
. . 

2&. Surveys .' . .. ... . 1881-1895 37 84 

I'. TO Secretary of state for India . , 1881-19;?.1 2 3 1 

2. From Searetary of State for.lndia. . . , . . 1881491 1 2 16 

1, Magnctical, hletcarologioal and Siaanaoaa- 
phic obstivatioos mide at the Governmest 
Observataries at Bombay and Aligarh . 1911-1965 - 1 

2. ' ~ ~ p e r s  relating to  Legislation for protect ion 
. . QP Fresh Water Fisheries . . . . 1893 1 - 

. . 
3-..Rep~rt ou the Administration of Meteorolo-. , 

::glcalDepartmcnt . . ,  , 1900-1901 - 1 

4. Revlew OF Forest Adrninistratiotl . . 1908-1909 -- 

~.'Statistics of monthly Rainfall in ~nd ia  , . 1911-1921 - 1 
- 

*This branch was amalgamated with Gerenal branch in 1898. 



D. EUDCATION, Hl!IALPll AND LANDS DEPARTMENT 
1923-1- 

For details see page 32 

.Vame oj the Branch 

1 .  Advisors . . 1946 1 - 
3 Agriculture . -. . 1945 3 - 
3.  Co-operative . . 1946 1 - 
4. Crops . . 1946 2 - 
5 .  F~oncrmics and Statistics . . 1945-1946 1 - 

7. Fertiliser and Manure . . 1946 1 - 
8. Fishcrles . . 1945-1946 . . 3 - 

16. Forests . . 1945-15% 3 - 

It. Irrigatioll . . _ .  . 1946 1 - 
I 3. Live-Stock . 1946 1 - 

. 1945-1946 4 - 14. Planning . .. 
. 1946 1 - 15. Plant Protect i o ~  and Storage . 

. . 
16. Policy . . 1946 9 - 
1 7. Progress . . 1946 . 1 

18. Revenue . .. 1WS-19445 1 - 
. . . . 

19. Seeds and Vegdablc-s . 1946 1 - 
. . . . 

Fa MINISTRY OF AC,RICULTURE 
194'7-1951 

Name of ihe Branch 
1 .  Accounts . 1947 1 - 
2. Commditics . . 1947 1 - 

5. Crops ' . . 1947-1948 1 - 

6. Econmics and Statistics . 1947-1950 1 .  - 
7. Establ tshmcnr . . 1947-1949 1 - 
1. Fertilizer and Manwo . , 1947-1948 1 - 
9. Fisheries . . 1947 1 -- 

10. Forests . . 1 U7-1949 1 - 

11.  Grow More Fwd . . . 1947.1950 6 .  - 



2 3 4 
1 

0 )  ti i )  

. . . 1947-1990 1 - 
12. lrrlgatlon . .. . . . 1947-1948 1 - 13. Institutes 

. 1949 1 - 
14. Larid Reclamation . . 1947.1948 5 - 
15. Live-Stock , . . 

, 1947-1930 1 - 
16. Plant Piotection and Stwage . 

. 1947-1 949 1 I L 

17. Policy . 
. 1947 1 - 

18. Revenue . 
. 1950 I - 

19. Seeds and Irrigation . 
. 1947-1948 1 - 

20. S:eds aqd Vegetables . 
. 1950 I - 

31. Supply ~ n d  Co-ordination . 
. 1949-1950 2 - 

22. Surveys . . . .  

G .  MEN[STRY OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE 
1951-1956 

Name of the Branch 

1. Econo.nics and St rtistics . 1951-1953 
2. Gcneral (P;oduction) , . . 1952-1957 
3. Grow More Food . 1951-1955 
4. Irrigation . . 1951-1955 
5. Szed~  and Irrigation . . 1951 -1955 
6. Supply and Co-ordination . . 1951 -1953 

6 . .  

7. Surveys . ,.. . . i95l-19~2 
H. OTHER GBOUPS 

1. Central Transport and Food Stuff Board . 191 8 

2. Emigrant Rcglsters* , . . 1863-191 1 
3. Famine Compni.sslon Note Books . .: .;. -., 1877-1.901 
4. Government Of l3engal Emigration proceed- 

ings . . 1888.1903 
5. ~np:rial/tndian council o f ' ~ ~ r i c u l t a r s 1  

Research . 
Name of the Brunch 

Accounts . . 1944-1945 6 .  - 
Agriculture . . 1930-1 952 167 - 
Agriculture I1 , . 1938-1941 5 - 
Coffee . . 1937-1938 1 
Crop Cost ings . . 1937 1 - 

- -- 
+ ~ h o s e  registers include names of the ships, their destination and list of em- 

barked persons and relate m m l y  to ships that sailed from Madras to N.ital. 



De ve lopnnnt . 1941-1MS 
GancrPI . . 1929-1945 
IrnWrial Bureau . . 1933-1934 
L P C C ~ S S  . . 1932-1941 
1.i brar y . 1933-1943 
W S ~  . 1930-1M 
Ma4ceting . . 1934 
Oilseeds . . 1933-1934 
Planning . 1945 
Pl~blication . . 1930-1945 
Research . . 1929.1930 
Slatlstical . . 1933-1945 
Sugar . . 1939-1941 
Sugar Institutes . . 1930-1938 
Veterinary/Animal Husbandry . 1930-1945 

6.I11dianSurveyComrnittcc Papers . . lW5 

7. O f k ~  of the Food S!uffs Commissioner/ 
Daguty Fo33 Stuffs C3;lrnisrioner . . 1919-1921 

8. OX;c of thc Inspector General of Forests* . 1 864-1 922 

4 
(i) f i l l  

9 - 
76 - 
1 - 

22 - 
7 - 

I2 - 
1 - 
3 - 
1 A 

9 - 
3 

14 - 
9 - 
3 - 

131 - 

"From 1864-1 871 . this effice was under the adrninistrrtivr cw~trol of tht Publie 
Works Department. 



SOME .SIGNIFICANT DOCUMENTS AVAILABLE IN THE 
SERIES 

1. Minute of 'Governor General in Council for Improving the 
systcm of .-Agricullurc of India. 

Public, 0 Jitnc 1805, No. 2. , . 

2 .  biscovcry of 'llc;\ Plant in Upper Assam. 
Revenue, 28 J ; I ~ L I : I ~ . ~  1835, No. 6. 

3. Mcusurcs adoptccl in Madras and Bengal for improvement 
in cultivation and clcaning of cotton. , , 

RCV~IILIC,  22 JUIIC 1840, Nos. 18-27. 

4. €:ommutation of' rent on Government land in Prince of 
Wales' Islancl and Province Wellesly. 

Honic, Rcvcnuc 'A', November 1861, Nos. 3-5. 
5. Opinions of Local Governrnc~lts on proposed alteration in 

,Rules for rlisposal of Waste Lands. 
Homu, Rcvenue 'A', March 1867, Nos. 19-33. 

6. Levy of duty on Sugar and other Saccharine produce pass- 
ing down the Cfzetlab and other rivers, and by rail to 
Multan. 

. . , . Revenue, Agriculture and Commerce, Customs, Sea and 
- lnland 'A', November 1871, Nos. 1-3. 

7. Sea-fishcries of Burma. Proposed establishment of fish 
trliclc bctwcen the islands of Indian Archipelago, Moul- 

lilcin :111d Mergui. 
Rcvcnue, Agriculture and Commerce, Fisheries 'A', 
July 1873, Nos. 1-4. 

8. Memorandum on Forest Legislation for British India. 
Revenue, Agriculture and Commerce, Forest 'A', 
December 1875, Nos. 16-18. 

9. Constitution of the Famine Commission, 1878. 
Revenue, Agriculture and Commerce, Famine 'B', 
May 1878, No. 2. 

10. Schemc for Botanical Survey of India. 
Revenue and Agricultural, Agriculture 'A', January 
1890, No. 1. 

11. Rcport on Tea Culture in Assam for the year 1889. 
Revenue and Agricultural, Agriculture 'B', June 1890, 
No. 63. 

12 .  Indigo seed sent for use of Japanese Government. 
Revenue : and Agricultural, General 'B', J.llnc 1890, 
NOS. 5-7. 



13. Protectioii of insectivorous birds in interest of A$culturl. 
Revenue and Agricultural, Agriculture 'A', July 1890, 
Nos. 16-19. 

14. Proposal for development of pony and mule-breeding 
operations in India. 

Revenue and Agricultural, Horse Breeding and Agri- 
cultural Stock 'A', August 1890, Nos. 1-2. 

15, Grant of advances to the sufferers in the Chittagong cyclone 
and storm wave of October 1897. 

Revenue and Agriculture, Famine 'A', January 1898, 
NOS. 5-8. 

16. Letters from Roruesh Chander Dutt to Lord Curzon on 
Land Revenue Settlements in British India. 

Revenue and Agriculture, Land Revenue 'A', Novem- 
ber 1900, Nos. 19-28. 

17. Calendar of Land Revenue Settlements in India corrected 
upto 30 June 1902. 

Revenue and Agriculture, Land Revenue 'A', June 
1903, NOS. 21-38. 

18. Bill to regulate Irrigation, Navigation and Drainage 5 
Burma. 

Revenue and Agriculture, Land Revenus 'A', Septem- 
ber 1903, Nos. 15-16. 

19. Policy of Government with regard to opening of grain 
shops in times of famine. 

Revenue and Agriculture, Famine 'B', January 191 5, 
No. 2. 

20. Notes by the Delegates for India and the British Empire, 
to the International Institute of Agriculture, Rome, on 
the Institute's utility to the world and to India. 

Revenue and Agriculture, Agriculture 'A', November 
1915, NOS. 26-27. 

21. Allotment of funds for development of Technical and 
Agricultural Education. 

Revenue and Agriculture, Agriculture 'A', May 19 18, 
Nos. 7-8. 

22. Constitution of Provincial Boards of Agriculture. 
Revenue and Agriculture, Agriculture 'A', June 1919, 
Nos. 32-36. 

23. Note on cultivation and manufacture of cinch on^ in 
India. 

Education, Health and Lands, Agriculture 'A', Decem- 
ber 1927, No. 37. 
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24. Constitution of the Imperial Council of Agricdtural 
Research. 

Education, Health ;rod Lands. Agriculture 'A', July 
1929, NOS. 75-83. 

25. Establishment of a branch of Agricultural Meteorology 
under the Indim Meteorological Department. 

Educalion, Health and Lands, Agriculture 'A', March 
1931. NOS. 1-3. 

26. Footl Production D1.it.e in Bombay under Grow More 
Foocl Campaign. 

Education, Health and Lands, Food Production, File 
NO. 20-1 6/ 1943-P. 

r 27. Chemical fertilizers-l.equirements of India during 1944-45. 
Education, Health and Lands, Food Production, File 
NO. 42-3 1 1943-P. 

' 28. Schemes for i~lcreusing fish production in Sundarban Abad 
areas in Bengal. 

Education, Health and Lands, Food Production, File 
NO. 8-6/'1944-P. 

29. Plan for developmz~it of Poultry Farming In Delhi. 
Education, Health and Lands, Food Prorluction 11, File 

NO. 9-4,/ 1 944-P-11. 

, 30. Establishnlent of a Fe1-tilizer Factory at Sindri in Bihar. 
Education, Health and Lands, Food Production 11, 
File No. 42-35 '1945-P-11. 

31. Training of candidates in the methods of Fisheries at 
Nautical School, Grimsby, England. 

Ag~.ici~lturr, Fisheries. File No. 19-1 ;' 1947-F-I. 

32. Formatioil of a Standing Expert Committee on seeds. 
Food and Agriculture, Seeds and Irrigation, File No. 
3-1 / 1954-Seeds. 

I 

33. Policy regarding fixation of sugar and sugar-cane prices 
for 1955-1956. 

Food and Agriculture, Sugar, File No. SV-lOl(l)/ 
1954. 



MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS 

Ministry d Home Allairs had ila beginning in (he Public mm- 
rnent. which came into existence in January 1764. Prior to it. all 
matters relating to Shipping Revenue. Fortifications, Aaounts, 
Appointments, elc. were dealt wi th  hy the Roard of Council at Fort 
William in Calcuita. The records series wits designated as 'Fort 
William'. However. as 111e aclivilizs of the East India Company 
became complex and diver\ified different departments or branches 
were created either to afiord relief to the Public Department or to 
put the work on a s! \tc.matic b;1\i4 

Rapid growth in the volunle ot work in the Public Dzpament, 
particularly after the grant of Diwani of Ben , Bihar and Orissa 
to the East India Company in August 1765, f" ed to the establishment 
of a special "Comptrolling Committee of Revenue" in March 1771, 
which was superseded by a Council of Revenue on 13 October 1772. 
This Council of Revenue was entrusted with both Revenue and 
Judicial rnqters, and 3 separate Revenue and Judicial series com- 
menced from 1772.' The Council was designated as "Revenue 
Department", after the passing of Regulating Act of 1773. 

In the wake of re-organisation of the Government Secretariat 
effected on 25 November 1815, the Revenue and Judicial Depart- 
ment was separated. Financial, Revenue, and Separate Revenue were 
grouped into one D2partment called as Territorial Department. In 
March 1828, business relating to Separate Revenue was, however, 
transferred from the Territorial to the General Department? As 
a measure of economy, Revenue and Judicial Departments were once 
again re-united on 30 April 1830. while Territorial Department was 
dissolved' but it continued to operate till the end of 1830. Revenue 
and Judicial records of the Government of India actually commence 
from the time of their constitution in 1834, following separation of 
the Goveqment of Bengal from the Government of In~ l i a .~  In 1843, 
when general re-organisation of the Secretariat was effected, General 
Department was designated as Home Department and Revenue and 
Judicial Branches were incorporated in it. 

Military affairs of the East India Company had been entrusted to 
the Secret Department. But under orders of the Court of Directors. 
a "Controlling Military Committee" was formed in March 1771 and 

1 .  Revenue and Judicial records prior to November, 1834 are preserved in 
the State Archives, Government of West Bengal, Calcutta. 

2. Nomel1c1atur.c of the Public Department was re-designated as Gencriil 
Department on 5 June, 1818. 

3.  Governor General's Original consultatio~ls are available from 1831 
onwards. 
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suhscqucn~ly a Military Board was created in 1776 to control and 
regulate the affairs concerning mili,tary activities. The Board, how- 
ever, remained as a part of the Public Department and it continued 
as such till 1786, when i t  was nlerged in the ~icwly creatcd Secret 
and Military Departnlent. 

Mcdical affairs of the C'onlpany were iliitiully supervised by the 
Hospital Boartl ( 1786), ;uid then by :i Medical Board ( 1796). But 
funclions of 111c M ~ d i c i ~ l  Board came to an end once a Director 
General uf Medical Dep~~rlment was appointett on 25 January 1858. 
When Medical ~ e ~ a r t m k n t  was re-organised in April 1896, the Officer 
l)ecamc ~ h c  Director Generill of Indian Medical Scrvicc. the Directo- 
rate rt;~llaincd 1111Cie1- the adnlinistr;~tivc control of Home Depi~rtment 
~ n t i l  19 18, \ V ~ U I I  i t  \\'it\ placed urider thc Educalion Department. 

A l ~ i ~ o u g l ~  a separatt' b1;crinc Board was cucutcd c)li 6 April 1795, 
t1iin~i1ctions of the Governor General in Council on rnarinc sub- 
jects were recordecl in Public consultations. A separate series of 
Marine Consultations conl~nenccd from 2 May 1838. But under the 
re-organisation that took place in 1843, subjects connected with 
marine were transferred to Home Depart~nent, and they remained 
with it until these subjects were transferred to the Military Depart- 
ment in 1867. 

C'onlnlercial Department was created in 180 1 . But i t  functioned 
as a branch of the Public Department. However, when the Com- 
pany's trade was terminated under the provisions of the Charter 
Act o!' 1833. Commercial Dc~artment was abolished. and matters 
concerning comn~el-cr. were clcuit with in the Home Department until 
1871. 

Until 18 15, when an Ecclesiastical D~epartrile~lt as a branch of the 
Public Department was established, all correspondence relating to 
this subject was dealt with either in the Public Department or in 
the Military Department. Matters relating to ecclesiastical affairs 
continued to be the responsibility of the Public/Home Department 
till ~hesc were tr:~risfcrred to fht' Eclucation Department on 9 Decem- 
ber 1910. 

Subjects relating to law had been dealt with in the Public Depart- 
~ r ~ e n t  under a separate heading, 'Law Consultations'. But in 1835 
a separate Legislative Department was created to consider drafts of 
Acts prepared in various Departments before their enactment. And, 
this new Department became a branch of the Home Department on 1 
May 1843. It remained a subject of this Department until February 
1869 when an independent Legislative Department was created. 

The General Department was re-designated as the Home Depart- 
ment with effect from I May 1843, and subjects like Revenue, Sepa- 
rate Revenue, Police, Judicial, Legislative, Marine, Ecclesiastical, 
Pozt Office, Medical, Piiblic Works, Education, and General Affairs 



were placed under this Department. Matters concernins Pcnl Oftice, 
and Electric Telegraph which were dealt with in the Public Branch, 
became independent branches 111 the Home Depenment in 1855 and 
lX50 respectively when work connected with these subjects had 
become heavy. This arrangement continued till 1867. whcn business 
connected with Post Office was transferred to Financial Department 
(Separate ilevenuc ) . and Electric Telegraph to Forcign Department. 

Thc Horlic IXpal-tnient starlcd adlili~iisitlrin~ Police aa<l Jails 
afiairs from 1862 following the cvc:nt\ of 1857 with a view to en- 
suring internal peace and containing any similar events within the 
territories in the British India. 1 hew subject\ were formerly with 
the Foreign Deparl~iicnt. Tlie Home i3cpar~n~cnt was a\bigned in 
1864 the i~dditional business of editing tht. ( i u ~ e t t e  c),f lrrtliu. I t  
also took r>ver thc administration of Police. Judicial. Llctlical and  
Ecclesiastical Departments of the assigned districts of Hydcrabad, 
Mysore and that of Coorg in 1866, though thc adm~nistr-ation 
of Mysore was reverted to the Foreign Department on 10 k c e m -  
ber 1867. 

Earlier, matters relating to Educi~tion were dcalt in Public Branch 
of Home Ilepartment. However, Education hccalne a sepalate 
branch of the Home Department in 1857. :ind ir Ii~nctioned 
in that capacity until a separate Education Department was created 
in 191 0. Irl Febniary 1896, Linguistic Survey ,31' India ]lad ~ C C I ~  

created in the Home Department to undertake a systematic sursle\ 
of Indian Languages. This work too was subsequently taken over 
by the Education Department in February 19 1 1 .  

Plan submitted by Sir William Hunter to Govc~.nmetit of India for 
the compilation of Gazetteers of India was approved in 1871 and 
the first edition of the Imperial Gazetteer was published in 1881. 
This subject remained in the Home Department t i l l  December 1910 
when it was transferred to Education Department.' 

In order to provide some relief to Home Department, business 
relating to  Income Tax, Liccnce Tax, Customs Duties, and Stamps 
was transferred to the Financial Department on 21 March 1861. 
This arrangement, however, did not prove satisfactory and only a 
year later Customs Duties and Stamps were re-transferred to the 
Home Department. However, in October 1863, subjects Like CUS- 
b&d: S a l t , ' ~ i h m ,  Staihps and '3hkaiie'  were transferred from Home 
td the Financial Department. 

&) ;) k '  -wlfi the-creation 'of a neln ~ e ~ a & e n t  of Revenue. Agriculture 
and Commerce an 6 June 1871, work relatitlg to Agriculture, Forests. 
Meteorology, Commeree ?-id Trade, Fisheries. Statistics, Gazettcers. 
Cedsiis, surfieys (Revenue, Topbgfaphical and Trignometrical 1 .  
Municipalities, Sanitary. Emigration, etc. was transferred from Honlz 

-- / 

'2, period bl s7k&ovvg~F -thp subrct gas .order the Kd\ccnae. 
Agriculture and Commerce Department. 



Department to the newly created Department. But busintu con- 
nected with Sanitary and Municipalities was re-transferred to Homc 
Department on 1 October 1873 and 2 November 1876 respectively. 

In 1876, thcrc was 3 nnajor rz-dist~ibutiom of \! orl\ anlong the 
v~rious Lk.yarlnient~ oC the Go~cmnlcnl of Illdid. Honic Depart- 
ment was henceforth entrusted with all business connected with Law. 
Justice, Police, Education, Ecclesiastical, Medical Service (civil), etc. 
Further, in July 1879 the three existing civil administrative Depart- 
ments, namely (i) Home, ( i i  ) Revenue, Agricult urc & C'onlmerce, 
and (iii) Finance, were reduced to two Departments by anii\lgamating 
Revenue and Agriculture with Honie. and Conlmerce with 
Finance .6 

TN 0 years later in 1 88 1 klonle, Revenue, and A g r i c u ! ~ ~ ~ ~  i l l  Depart- 
ment was biiurcated into two separate Departments, viz. (i) Home, 
and (ii) Revenue and Agricultural Department following recommen- 
dation of the Famine Commission which was constituted by the 
Government in May 1878. The items of work transferred to the 
Revznue and Agricultural Department were : Land Revenue (includ- 
ing S;ttle~ile~lts and 7'accavi loans), Survcys (excluding Archaeologi- 
cal and Marine surveys), Agriculture and Horticulture (including 
Eibres and Silks), Fisheries, Cattle-breeding, Cattle-diseases, Mineral 
Meteorology, and Famine. Rest of the business continued to be 
dealt ivithin the Ho11:e Department. 

An Uppcr Bu! nla B ~ ~ l i h  was creaicd in tha Hc;ific Departmen! 
in 1886 when that territory was annexed to British India. I t  was, 
however, abolished in 1888 and the functions were distributed among 
other departments of Government. In 1888 a Jails Branch was set 
up to control the gdsons. Its functions were subsequently expanded 
to iilclude the a ministration of lunatic ;1syluills; lilatters of mental 
health, moral and social hygiene and children's court; administration 
of Andaman and Nicobar Islands; and, cases relating to missions 
and missionaries and repatriation of Indians from Indo-China and 
the United States of America. Eventually, however. this Branch 
was stripped of all the charges except administration of prisons. 

During the years that followed, work relating to many subjects 
were transferred from Home Department to Revenue and Agricultural 
Department. Those included Industrial Arts, Economic Museums, and 
Agricultural exhibitions (January 188 1 ) , Forests (October 1886). 
Archaeology and Conservation of Ancient Monuments (April 
lt;87). Patents (June 1888), and Weights and Measures (June 
J 890). Work relating to Indian Merchandise M u k s  Act IV of 1889 
was trnnsierred from Home to Finance and Commerce Department in 
August i 890, while Statistics was tra~lsferred froin Honic. tc Finance, 
and Conlmerce Department in August 1896. In November 1901, a 

- - - - 

5 .  For a complete list of items of work allotted to the two Departments please 
see Appendix V of the Guide to  the Records in the National Archives of 

l n d r ~ ,  Part 1 I .  (New Delhi. 1977). p. 237-38. 



stparate Directorate General of Education was created to a d v h  the 
Governor General in Council and the Provincial Governments on 
educational mattewu 

I31~ring the firbt decade of the twentieth ceotuly, 1 ,  nlajor 
changes were effected at the Central Secretari:rc o f  the Government 
of India. A new Commerce and Industry Department was created 
cln 1 March 1905, while a separatc Educatro~l Ikpartnlent was consti- 
tutcd on 9 December 1910. Thi\ resulted ill the transfer of subjects 
like Frictories, Explosives. and Pelroleunl trom Honle to the Com- 
merce and Industry Department. and Education, Local Self-govern- 
rrlcnt, banitation. kcclcsiastical Aifairs, h.lust.unis, Exdiilinations, 
Archlteology, Census, Gazetteers. Record Office. Imperial Library, 
Buoks and Publications etc., from Home to the Education Depart- 
ment.7 Work connected with 'Census' wa\.  I~owever. re-transferred 
to Home Department in 1923 on the recommendation of the In- 
chcapc Committee. 

With a view to deal with t l ~ c '  gicliving political unrest in the coun- 
try, a separate Political Branch was created in the Home Department 
in July 1907. Subjects like maintenance of law and order, internal 
security. preventive measures to suppress polit~cal. ccmlulunal, and 
anti-Government activities. advising the Provincial C;ovcrnn~ents about 
steps to be taken for checking such activities. aclniinist,*iing of la1.v 
relating to the press. books and newspapers, cineruatographv, control 
of foreigners in India. and repatriation to India of lndians abroad, 
came wrthl~i 1Iie purview of this ne\v Rra~lch. I-lonever. with the 
commcncen~erlt o f  Secolld World W a r  function\ nt' the Political 
Branch grew enormously. Consequently. on 1 0  Junc 1940, it was 
bifurcated into (i)  Political (Internal), and (ii) Political (External). 
On 24 October 1941. the latter was l'urthcr rub-divided into Political 
i External ) and Political (External W:ir ) . -1- hc5c were rcb-uesignated 
as Political (External I )  and Political (External 11) respectively in 
June 1947. 

Prior to 1919. subiect relatine to co~istitutional rt'forn~s was dmlt 
within the Home ~ e ~ a r t m e n t .  But whcn ~ I I  i~ r l~p ; i~~ lc i l t  Reforms 
Office was created on 13 December 1919, the subject was transferred 
to ~ t .  However, on the abolition of Reforms Officc in 'Zpril 1921. 
works which had been under its control were oncc again taken ovsr 
by the Home Department. Consequent to the appoiniolsnt of a 
Statutory Commission under the chairmanship of Sir John Simon in 
1927, a 'Special Branch' was created in the Honlc Department in 
July 1927 to attend to the work cotl~lected with the Comnlission. This 
Branch was wound up towards the middle of 1929 and its work was 
taken over bj the Public Branch. On 15 May 1930 Rclornls Omcs 
was once again set up to deal with questions relating to the reforms 

6. The Post of firector General of Fducation I! as ;,hc?liqhed with tht. form:ltion 
of a new Education Department. 

7. The suhjec~s Archaeology and Epigraph) were lransferred fronr the 
Revenue and Agriculture Department to Home Department on 1 hlay, 
1905. 



arising out of the report of the Simon Commission. This ofice 
functioned upto March 1940." 

Under Government of India Act of 19 19, although thc responsi- 
bility of certain subjects was delegated to the Provincus, a suhstan~ial 
amount of control of Home Department over Provincial Administration 
in respect of law and order, etc. continued. But after passing of 
Government of India Act in 1935, Provinces were made responsible 
for administration of Justice, Public Order, Police, Prisons, etc., and 
thus the scope of control of Home Department in respect o f  these 
subiects was very much reduced. On 9 September 1941, the Judi- 
cial Section of the Home Department was abolished and major 
portion of its work was transferred to the Legislative Depaqtment. 

Constitutional Reforms introduced by the Government of India 
Act of 1935 increased the work load in Governor General's Secreta- 
riat. Consequently, to cater to the needs of this increased work, 
a separate section known as Governor General's Section was created 
on 11 July 1938 in the Home Department. This Section was super- 
seded by an independent Office of Secretary to Governor General 
(Public) on 21 November 1938. This Office dealt with the follow- 
ing subjects : Appoii1,tmcnts of Chief Justice of India and Judges of 
the Federal Court, Chicf Justices and Judges of High Courts, (includ- 
ing the Chief Courts of Oudh and Sind), Chairman, Members and 
the Secretary of the Federal Public Service Commission, Auditor 
General, Chief Commissioners, Chairman of the Tribunal to be 
set up to arbitrate the disputes between the Provinces in respect of 
road-rail-coordination, Governor's privileges, allowances, and grant of 
leave, Individual cases of Officers of the Secretary of State's Service 
serving in Provinces in respect of discipline, pay, passage, pension, 
seniority, lien etc., Arbitration in disputes over certain matters bet- 
ween the Centre and the Provinces, and Petitions for mercy from 
the prisooers contlemned to death in British India. On 15 August 
1947, this office was abolished and its functions were transferred to 
the Home Department. 

Conclusion of World War I1 in 1945 led to some adjustment in 
the allocation of business in August 1946. While five subjects, vk.; 
Conventions with other countries in judicial matters, Extradition of 
criminals and accused persons from British India to Indian States, 
Criminal law and Criminal Procedure, Suits and Prosecution of 
C;ovcl'nrnent servants in! 'certain Sltates', andf &~~stit~ition and ' ~ g d -  
sation, jurisdiction and power of Courts (except the Federal Court), 
were transferred from the Legislative  department to #Home Depart- 
ment. However, fifteen subjects wede thken out of the Home Depaft- 
mefit and assigned to different Departments. ,:i.e. Procedure in ,Rent 
an& Reveribe Courts\ ~Puondsmd rlresdnatvtion r . E  cattle! itrapass: Prw 
t?ctign, of wild ani,mals and birds, and Prevention of cruel t~  to, ani- 
mals to the Department of Agriculture; Ma~(qb i~nqqcted  ,\i;ith &so- 
---- 

8.  Records nf the Reforms Office are kept:separdely ~as 'a distirlct series i n  
. f*.l/thel 'Nat~ir~trnlf~ ~hrchMes rofbl lndia. BOT ddhils,~ I qb ~chAptbr "Ministupi of 

Law", G~ride ro rhe Sources o f  Asinrr History,  V o l .  3 .2 .  - I I V I  



ciation of Moral and Social Hygiene in lndia (including Children's 
Court and Victoria Memorial Hall, Calcutta) to the Depa~tment of 
Education; Money lending to Finance Department; Registration of 
Births and Deaths, Lunacy and Mental deficiency, and Ranchi Eur* 
pean Mental Hospital to the Department of Health; and Law 
relating to Charitable and Religious Endowments, Civil Law and 
and Civil Procedure, Marriage and Divorce, Bankruptcy and Insol- 
vency, and Registration of Deeds and Documents to the Legislalive 
Department. 

With etrect from 29 August 1947, Home Ikpartmetlt came to 
be k n w n  as Ministry of  Homc Affairs. Soon after indcpendellcc thl. 
Ministry oi' Home Atfairs was dealing with the following main heads 
of work : (i) Central Intelligence Bureau, General questions (other than 
those which habe a financial bearing) relating to All India and Central 
Services, Selection Board and Establishment Officer to the Gwern- 
meqt of India, All matters relating to Indian Administrative and 
Police Service\, Questions (other than those which havc; a financial 
bearing) relating to conditions of service of ministerial and inferior 
staff of the Government of India 'Secretariat and attached and subordi- 
nate oflices, and recruitment of ministerial staff of the Government of 
India Secretariat and attached offices, Agpointment of non-Indians 
to civil posts under the Government of India, Communal representa- 
tion in the services under the Government of India, General questions 
relating to verification of character and antecedents of candidates for 
Government Service, Staff of the Ministry of Home Affairs, Census, 
Arms, firearms and ammunition, Extention of powers and jurisdiction 
of members of a police force to an area outside the Province, the 
Delhi Special Police Establishment, State Lotteries, Immigration 
from Foreign and Commonwealth countries, except the countries to 
which the Reciprocity Act applies, Entry of persons, other than return- 
ing cmlgrants, from Con~n~onwealth countries except r!lcj,t. to which 
the Reciprocity Act applies, Grant of visas and endorsements for entry 
into India, and the control of foreigners in India, Deportation of 
Nationals of Foreign States from India, Naturalization, European 
vagrants inside India, Prevention of the bringing into Dominion of 
India of undesirable literature under Section 19 of the Sea Customs 
Act, War service concessions regarding civil services, Key Leave 
Scheme, Recruitment to vacancies in civil services reserved for 'War 
Service' candidates, Allocation of Priorities for sea passages ex-India 
ta the United Kingdom, Civil Defence including Air raid precautions, 
United Natiods - Organisation-LkIurnarl Rights, Rights of Women, 
M o c i d e  Reportse&tc. of variou9 exhunitt6eh appointed to cohsider 
fiopclsals on docia4 econanticjl pontihd, judicial and other &atten. 
InMrnaeonal Comntbns ,  ~~%krtr&tied''df' triminah, and aceused "pep 
g M  &~-IM& 'of Ifildia'4d ~~rtBimlrSt~te's,~ CdnsHutibh 2nd 6 dA 0 $(bat$njl f jwlMct imT &id p ~ & t g ~ ' b t (  ' J dl: 'cdWCs ' J ' ~ X W D  *It id 
oodto m 1 m b t  w m t t d  u l t ~ a r & ~ t ,  ~ d : a e r & ~ ~ ~ W i d ~ ~ ~ e e  b m m - i s J  
g,afi,i + w a y h t :  .@f .~mb~&efi&; ill r&bittkti~'~h~~'di~u~&~t~oddt't' ~tYrth<t?~ 
&attepg ! I z i & ~ n # r t h C  &vbpme)lt~ l o f t  ~ Ih&i~%%$ I 'tlhe ~t~l4nks; -I%RIU 
tion Council and its dedsipns, Transfer Bureau. Resettlement of 
&trLti@& . I ) .  twdiqtq;. . , j c , , : .  ,ILL\ &#dycrs,l~k$$t#h&\ , , 1 'he;. I , ~nth,@~~fdi~l!la&& c l L l  A L L  r t .  



of Government of Burnla, Issue of declarations of eligibility for ad- 
mission to service of candidates from Pakistan and India11 States; 
(ii) Legislation in respect of : Removal of prisoners and accused persons 
from one Province to anqther, Newspapers, books and printing presses, 
including the administration of the Press and Registration Act, 1 867, 
the Press (Emergency Powers) Act, 1931, Sections 99 A to 99 G, 
Criminal P~cccdure C'odc, Prisons, Criminal Tribes, Persons subjected 
to preventive dete~tion under Central authority, Criminal Law, Cri- 
minal Procedure, Constitution and organization, jurisdiction and 
powers of all Courts except the Federal Court with respect of nlatters 
in this list, Provincial Bills, Regulations and Ordinances, Extension 
of Central Acts and Ordinances to the Excluded Areas; (iii) Matters 
relating to Chief Commissioners' Provinces of Coorg, Dclhi, Ajmer- 
h1erwat.a and Panth Piploda, Andaman and Nicobar Islands cxccpt 
Forest an  J Education, Appoint~nent of Governor-Cieneral's Council uf 
,Ministers, klinisters of State and Deputy Ministers, Chief Justices al~ci 
Judges of High Courts, the Chicf Justice of India nrld Judgcs of the 
Federal Courl, Amendmcnt or interpretation of the Governnlcnt of India 
(High Court Judges, Federal Courl and Governors' Allowallceh 
and Privileges) orders and sanctions thereunder, Grant of leave to tllc 
Governor-General and Governors, Appointment of Chief Commissio- 
ners and of the administrative and iudicial oflicers in the Chief Com- 
missioner's Provinces, Petitions for mercy from condemned prisoners, 
Gazetted Status, Royal Human Society Awards, Holidays for the Cent- 
ral Secreitariat, Rules of Business and Secretariat Instructions, Flags 
and National Anthem, Entertainment Fund, Recommendations for 
the Kings' Police and Fire Service Medal and Indian Police Medal, 
Coat of arms, Pr6vilege Ticket Order concession for civil employees 
and Secretariat Security Scheme. 

After the integration of llidian Princc;ly states with the Union of 
India, the Ministry of States, which was dealing with matters relating 
to Indian States was merged with the Ministry of Home Affairs with 
effect from 10 January 1955.O At this stage Ministry of Home Affairs 
took ovcr functions connectetl with administrative, linancial and 
economic problems of Hyderabad, Jamnlu & Kashmir, Madhya Bharat, 
Mysore, Patiala and East Punjab States Union, Rajasthan, Saurashtra, 
Travancore-Cochin; matters relating to Bhopal, Himachal Pradesh, 
Vindh ya Pradesh, Ku tch, Manipur and Tripura ; and matters arising 
out of the instruments of merger and covenants entered into between 
the Governrneqt of India and rulers of former Princely States, which 
included, among other things, privy purscs and the settlement of pri- 
vate properties of the rulers. Another major re-allocation of business 
took place on 13 March 1957 when Ministry of Home Affairs received 
as many as 103 subjects, which could be broadly classified into four 
major groups namely, (i) Public Ekl-vices, (ii) Public security, (iii) 
Judicial matters, and (iv) Miscellanenous. Matters concerning All 
India and Ckntral Service came within the first group; administration 
of law and order in the centrally administered areas was dealt within 
the second group; appoiqtment of Judges of the .Supreme Court and 

9. For details of records of the Ministry of States, see chapter "Ministry of 
External Affairs", Guide to tile Sorirces of Asian History, Vol. 3.2.  



High Courts, their pension, and petition frcm ccmdmlnd 
\\*ere thc broad subjects under group three; and subjacts d w p  four 
concerned administration of Ajmer, M i ,  Coorg, and the Andunan 
and Nicobar Islands, allowmces of President. Oovernon. and Minir- 
ters, Census etc.l0 

- - -. - -- . - - -. --- - - 
10. For functions allotted to Ministry of Home M8.h scc Appcndh XV d 

the Giride to the Records i~ the National Archives of India. Part II, (New 
Delhi, 1977) pp. 265-271. 



. . * ( S ~ C ) ~ R ; O F  %HE MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS . . . . 
L .  . .  t . . 

Public Dc partmenr ( I  764) 
I 

I 
GenarHI Department ( I  81 8) 

Home, Revenue and Agrickllturc Dt~nrtrncnt ( 1  875) 

Home Department (1 8111) 

Minlstry of Home Affairs (1 947) 



RWaRDS AVAtL,4BLE IN THE NATIONAL ARCHIVE# OF INDIA . 

A. Council ,a t  Fort W l l l l ~ m  1 748-1 763 
8. PubllclGener~l/Home Department* 1 764-1 946 
C .  Ministry of Home hffalrs 1 947-1 957 

D. Other Groups 

Separate A~qual/c*>~~solidatad Indices of all the above Groups except' Other 
Groups are available. . , .  . . . . .  . 
- - ..... L--*-.- -....................................... .... -_----- 

SI. I1:scr iPt ion Inc\usive Bulk 
No. years r-----, 

~ u n d l e s  Volumcs 
- ------- . - --- -- - -- - --- --- 

I - 7 3 4 

L .  (1) 
(i i) 

.? -- - -  - _ _ A  -__ - _. - -- - ------ 
A; COUNCIL AT FORT WILLIAM 

1748-1763 

Consultfitio~~s , 1748.1 763 . , - 7 . t t  
Despafches : 

. , 

To Cpurt of Dic~Jors. .  . j748-1763 . - 10 

From Court of Directors .. 1 753-1 763 - .  5 

B: P U B ~ C ~ E N E R ~ ~ / W O M E  . . DEPARTMENT 
1764-1 946 I 

C. he-1860 Records 

... Name of r he BIAIIC~ . . .  
. .  1. Ecclesiastics l ., 

~ o d y  Sllcets . . . . .  I - .  . 1842-1857 . . 10 . . - .  
Consultations . . 18i5-18$9 65 . 4 5 
Consulta~ ions, Udvcinor G e ~ ~ e r a l s  . . 1648i1851 7 

lH58 J 3 

. Despnfc-lies : . - 
To Co11 1.1 ol' I3i1.ectors/Sccre1ary of State for 
~ n d i a  . . 1820-1859 7 7 I - - 

. . .  
From Co~l1.1 of Directors/Secretary of S I ~ ; C  ' 
for Indiil 

. . 1824-1 839 7 - 5 
To Secretary, 111dia House . . 1857-I858 1 

2 .  \:ducat ion 

~ o d y  Sheer\ . . 1851 I 1 
Consu ltai ion\ . . . . . -.. . ., ' l$54*1RSP 3 1 

' C ~ ) l ~ ~ u I t ; l t  ions, Gdvertior Gallel als . . 1858 1 

: ' : To Cburt of ~irct3ol:&cretal.y of Stale 
. . for India ; r .; ,' . 1856-1859 , 1 8 

From Secretary of State for lndia . . I859 1 
- -. 

- - - __  . -_ - -- - --- -- - --I 

*Frocn July 1879 to June 1881, the Department was dcsignatcd ;Is Home, . . . . . .  
, ~e venue' and Agric\~l~ural  Department. . I . " . .  



3. Electric Telo#ra~h 

BodySheets . . 1857 I 
Corrsultatf~ns . . 1857.1059 P - 7 

From Court of Dire~tors~Sccretary of State 
for India . 1836-1159 . - 5 

4. Judicial 

Body Sheets . . 1834-1856 -- - 7 7  - 
Ccmsultatlons . . 1834-1859 1 1 1  8 8 

Consultations. Governor General's . . 1831-1859 20 -- 

TO Court of Directors/Sccretary of State for 
India . . 1834-1859 2 40 
Pram Court of Directorr/Stcrctary of State 
for l ~ d l a  . 1835-1859 

5.  (a) L'w 
Consultations . . 1777-1835 67 26 

Despatches : 

TO Court of Directors . . 1796-1831 - 3 
From Cmrt  of Directors . . 1795.1832 - . ? 

(b) Legislative 

Body Sheets . . 1835-1854 10 19 

Consu It at ions . . 1835-1854 147 I 1 1  
C~qsultat ions, Governor General's . . 1838-1844 5 - 
Cwultations. Governor GeWral'~ up  
Country . 1838-1855 3 7 .- 

To Court of Directors . . 1835-1854 1 30 

From Court of Direct~rs/Secrctary of State 
for India . 1835-1859 1 33 

6. Medical W r d  

Consultations . . 1786-1 859 174 343 
Misccllantous . 1822-1859 - 5 5 

Consultations . . 1855-1859 7 - -  2 



Despatches : 

To Cmrt  of Directors . . 1856-1857 - 3 

8. Public 

Consultations . . 17641859 848 646 

C3nsuItations. Governor GeneraIs . . 1837-1855 20 - -  
1858-1 659 

Despatches 

TO Court of Directors!kcretary Of State for 
India . . 1764-1859 

From Cmrt  of Dlrcdors/Stattary of State 
for India r . . 1764-1859 

TO Secretary, India House 1-1859 
From Secretary, ~ndia  House . . 1843-1844 

1855-1 858 

9. Pu bl l c Works 

Bodysheets . . 1852-1854 

Consultations . . 1850-1854 

Dcspolches : 

From C > ' ~ r t  of Directors . . 1849-1 854 

10. Railways 

Bodysheets . . 1854 

Consultations . . 1850-1854 

Despatches : 

T o  Court of Directors . . 1850-1854 

From Court of Directors . . 1852-1854 

11 .  Revenue 

To Court of Directors/Secretary Of State for 
India . . 1834-1859 

From Court of DirectOrs/Secretary of Sratc 
for India . 1835-1 859 

To Secretary, ~ndia House . . 1838-1 851 



-- - - 
It. Post-11159 Records 
(a) N n m  of the Branclr 

Archleology and Conservation of 
Ancient Monuments . . 1881-1887 10 20 

. . 
. . ~ r c h a e o l o ~ y  an'd Epigraphy* . . 1905-1910 10 23 

Rmks and Publications . . 1886-1910 42 

Census . . 1880-1923 2 I 3 1 

Delhi . . 1911-1913 5 

Ecclesiast icsl . . 1860-1910 46 - 
Educution . . .. . 1 860-1 91 0 136 305 

. 
~ . .. 

. Electric Telegraph . . 1860-1867 5 1 

Establishment . 1874-1946 51 1 264 

. . Establishment (Special) . . 1934-1946 
Establishment (Reorganisa! ion) . . 1945-1946 

, Examination . . 1874-1910 

Geological . 1869-1 871 
Jails . 1888-1946 
Judicial . . 1560-1941 
Legislative . 1861-1869 
I.oc?I Boxrds . . 1889-1910 

Lunatic Asyll~m, , . . 1921 4 1 
Manpower . 1939-1 945 4 -- 
Medical . . 1873-1910 198 161 

. 1911 Miscellaneous . ;  - 'l 'l - 

Political ( ~ x ~ e r n a i )  . . 1941-1946 I4  
P ~ ~ l i t i c ~ l  (External War) . . 1939-1941 42 -- 

Palitical/P~lit ical (Inter~lal) . 1 907-1 946 598 1 b7 
Port Blair . 1871-1921 74 165 

PA-iority Passages (Civil) . . 1944-1946 7 - 

Public . . 1860-1946 945 684 
Public (C) . . 1943-3945 S - 
Reventdc . . .. . 1860-1871 19 6 5 
salt  . 1869-1871 3 1 4  

S?nitary . . . J 1868-1 87 1 . 7 2 18 
7,1873-1 91 0 1 60 27 1 

- - - -- - - - - - -- 
*R$s)ids 01 the s ~ b k c t  for the period horn April 1887 tc A~.rEl1905 are available 
i I ths 1)ep~:tm:nt o f  Revenue and Agriculture. 



1 2 3 4 
0 )  (ii) 

Special . . 1927-1930 14 - - 
Special Police Establishment . . 1946- 1 - 
Upper Burma . . 1886-1888 20 17 
War . 1918-1920 19 5 

(b) Des- ches 

'To Secretary of State for India . . 1860-1908 24 7 1 
From Secretary of State for India . 1860-1927 13 5 3 

C. MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS 
1947-1 957 

Accounts . 1954-1955 1 

Accounts & General . . 1947 8 

Administration 44 

Administration-I . . 1955 1 

All India Services . . 1950 12 
All India Services-I . . 1951-1954 9 

All India Services-11 . . 1951-1954 8 

Andaman . 1947-1955 5 1 
Appointments . . 1947-1949 24 

Appointments (Special) . . 1947-1949 6 

Central Services . 1949-1953 11 

Civil Defence . . 1954 I 
Civil Defence -I . 1955 1 
Civil Defence-I1 . .. . . 1955 1 

Economics . . 1955 2 
Establishment . . 1947-1954 37 

Establishment (Special) . . 1947 8 
Establishment (Reorganisation) . . 1947 13 

Foreigners-I1 . . 1949-1954 4 

Foreigners-111 . . 1952-1955 1 
Foreigners-IV . . 1955 1 

Foreigners V . . 1955 1 

Glzetted Service (All India Services) . 1948-1949 12 

Hindi . . 1955 1 

7 -2 10 Archive j 87 



_ _ _ _  ___-- . -- - - --- -- 
1 2 3 4 

. . .-- 
( I )  

- -- 
(li) 

Jails . 1947 I 
Judicial-11 . 1955 4 - .  

Kashmir . . 1954-3955 1 

Priority, Passage (Civil) . . 1947-1951 7 

Pol icciPol ice-1 . 1947- 1955 4 9 

Policc-II1Spccial Pol ic% E4labl ishnient . 1947- 1955 32 

Polic*c-I I l . 1954-1955 I 

Policc-1 V . 1950-1955 3 

Political-Ill . . 1955 3 

I'olilical (Externa1)iPolit ical (External-]) 1947- I948 14 

Political (Internal) . . 1947 3 --. 

I'ublic . . 1947-1953 6 5 - - 

Public-I . . 1954 3 - - 

Public-Ill . . 1955 1 - - 

Public-IV . . 1954-1955 1 --- 

Organisation and Method . 1954-1955 I -- 

Recruitment, Promotion & Seniority . 1951-1954 I - .- 

Re-employn~ent fb Reconstruction . 1947 - 7 

Registrar C;enc~.ul . . 1950 I 

Reorganisat ion . 1948-l054 13 

Scheduled Castes & Schetlulcd Tribes . 19j  1-1945 I 

Secretariat Security Organisat ion . 195 1-1955 I 

States Finance . . 1955-1957 IS 

States Reorganisation . 1955 I 

, I). OTHER GHOLIPS 

' I. Bills from various States Assented to hy 
thc President of India . 1932-1960 20 

11. Central Publicity Board . . 1918-1919 4 

111. Director General of Education . . 1903-1910 I 

IV. Imperial Gazetteel of India . . 1902-1907 4 

V. Indian Law commission . . 1837-1838 

VI. Linguistic Survey of India . . 1896- 1903 13 

VIU. New South Wales Votes on Legislative 
Council Proceedings . . 1852-1858 

IX. Ofice of the Internees Inforlnrction 
Bureau , . 1943-1947 



X. Office of the Royal Commission on the 
Superior Civil Services . . 1924 

XI. Office of the Secretary to the Executive 
Council of the Governor General . 1935-1945 20 

. . 
- .  XII. Office of tke Secretary to the Governor 

General (Public)+ . . 1937-1947 86 .. - 

XnI.  Offic~ of the Supervisor of I.C.S. 
Probationers . . 1943.1943 3 - 

XIV. Papers relating to Acts . . 1819-1869 3 516 

XV. Press Laws Enquiry Committee.; . . 1947-1948 1 . - 

XVL. Special Reqruitment Board . 1948-1951 4 - - 

XVII. Thagi and Dakaiti. ~epartmcnt+* . 1829-1902 8 - 9 

XVIII. Home Miscellaneous 
Pre-1860 Records 
(a) Consultations : 

I .  Commercial . . 1790-1803 1 - 
2. Fort Marlborough . . \;;911794,) 1 

3. Straits Settlements . . 1786-1795 1 . - 

(b) Volumes*** 

I. General Letters from Court ' of 
Directors to Bengal and Fort S t .  
George . . 1680-1681 -. - I 
2. General Letters from Hooghly 
Factory (Bengal) to the Subordi- 
nate Factories . . 1680-1681 I 

3-14. General Letters from Bengal to Court of 
Directors and Letters from other persons. 1703-1 748 12 

15. D. Hallyburton's Journal of the capture 
of Madras and J. Willson's Journal of the 
siege of A m t  and capture of Conjeeverarn . 1 746- 1 75 1 I 

16-30, General letters from Bengal to Court of 
. Directors and fmm Court of Directors to ' 

Bengal, and other Public Department 
consultations . . 1749-1764 I 6 

- - - - - - -- - . - - 
+Index available. 

**These records belonged to General Branch of the Thagi and Dakaitj Depart- 
ment, which wns abolished in 1934. Originally they were within the adminis- 
t rative control of the Foreign Department. They were received from the 
Central Intelligence Departmsnt, Shirnla in 1918, but they now form a 
part of the records of the Home Department. 
For additional informat ion see chapter "Ministry of External Affairs", 
Guide to the Sources o f  Asian History, 3.3. 

***Item number of the Volume corresonnd* tn Pallnumber. 



31 -55.. G e n d  Letters and Public Depertnlent 
Proceedings from Bmgal to Court of 
Directon, General Letters from Court of 
Dirwton to Bengal and Correspondence 
of Bengal S r l ~ t  Committrc with Secret 
Committee of Court of Dirrvtors . 

60-62*+. Narratitec ofrhe ANk1i1.z of War i n  the 
Carnatic . 

62. Lcttrrs (Extracts) from Robert Orme to 
Robert Clive relating to ~xrtain tnonetary 
transactions, cases of death among the 
Company's civil servants. necessity of 
defeating the Nawub of &neal and 
Makcet's proposal to send greyhounds to 
England and W. Tookc's account (extra- 
cts) of the capture of Calcutta . 

64. Captoin J. Dalton's Journal (exlrach) of 
war of Coromandel and Correspondence 
of Clive 

65. Narratives of negotiation in London regar- 
ding differences between the English and 
the French East India Companies on 
Coromandel coast 

6667.  Pawls rt.l;l~i~lg to c.lpru~c t r i  C'i~lculta 
and the 'Black Hole' incide~~t 
(1 756) .  :lnd ~ o m e  n~iscsl\:lr~eous ~ a r r r  4- 

~ondcnce (I 761 -1 762) regarding the loss of 
the ship (F~t~osula~t t ' )  hound from Madras 
to Bengal with zq11~: French troops 
commanded by Col. Ccwte and Martin 

67A. Papers relatirlg to Par111 Massilcre. Grant 
of Diwani to East .lndia Company, etc . 

68. Ban@ l Bo'lrd Consulr~tions (Correspon- 
dence with other Presidencies) . 

69-84. Public List of Pilckcts l;.on~ Court cjf  
Directors to Bengal . 

85-86. Public General Letters from Court 01. 
Dl~tctors to Ben~a l ,  Bombay, hladrac 
Basra, Fort Marlborough, China. ctc. . 

87. Public, Fin;l~icial. Generill Letters from 
Court of Directors to BcngaI, Madras nnd 
Bombay . 

88. Cypher Code Book . 
89-92, Oa~hs  of  allegiance taken by the Gover- 

nors General, Members of the Counci 1. 
Justices of the peace, and other officials . 

------ - - - - - - -- - -. -. . - -. 

* No. 44 is not available. 

+* No. 56-59 were not allocated to any volume. 



-- - 
93. Pmmadingr of a Oomfll Court ~ . r t l a l  

hold at h b y  lbr tba trial of Cap. 
Francis Mc Keney and Lt. E d d r d  
Nugcnt . 

9 Pdlitic.ll Letters of Jamas Browat mgar- 
ding NJI iv: P;inces to Warrcn Hastings 

95-954. P ~ b l i c  G:neral L3tcers (extracts) from 
Court of Direotors, and Public D e p r t -  
mjnt Consultat ions, rclatin to appolot- 
m:nts, resignations, tours, d. aths etc. of 
0 >r,rit 3:s-O?n:rll, D:,puty Oovtrnors, 
Memblrs of Council, etc. . 

96. General L2tter-s fcom FOI-I Malrbrougl~  
to Court of Directors 

07-1 1 5 * *  Diary of Pio:%dings of the Governor- 
in-council Fort N4rrlhorough (with 
Index) # 

1 1 6.  Prlbl ic, Gcnera I and Home Departments 
Office Order Book regerding ofEa 
routine. attendance, ~ p ~ ~ i ~ l t m e n t b .  
promot ions, etc. . 

117-192. Miscellaneous Otders and Advertise- 
mjntsissuod from Public, General, and 
Home D:plrt ments . 

9 .  Proo:eding, of the Commissio~rel-s 
appointed to adjust the rim amtract 
with G. Tyler, contractor for trnnsport- 
ing rice t o  Madras 

1 I-! ) J. P-rblic D:pirtm:nl sap"rate proceedings 
on contingent bills, and order hcrok . 1788-1802 

1841 

197. Regulations of Courl of Directors 
regarding stowage of shi and exports- 
I ion of private trade &to lndia . 1190-1 793 

1 98. Custom; Pioceedings (Revenue Depart- 
ment) . . 1790-1791 

1 994!01. I'u blic Doplrtment Separate Prooccdings 
(abstracts) (regarding Prince of Wales 
Isllrnd . . 1791-1 795 

202. Not available . . . - 
203**,. Salt Promdings (Revenue Dcpartnlent) . 1 792 

204-204 ,a. Marine Committee Proceedings and 
Resolut Ions . . 1792-1795 

205-208. Madras Country Correspondens with 
Native Chiefb . 1792-1801 - - --.- 

K k ~ t  with the Foreign Miscellaneous records (< No. 41) 
'*S. No. 101 Is not available. 

**'Kept wit11 the records of Separate Revenue Bi.anclr. 



209. Commercial General Lcttcrs from 
Bengal t o  Court of Dlrectors . 

2 10. Piovinces : General Letters from 
B,ngll to  Co?rrt of Directors . 

21 1. S:plrato General Letters from Bengal 
t r )  Court of Directors . 

212. Not available . 
21 3. Public eplrtment proceedings rega- 

rding Fort Marlborough , 

21 4. R ~ l e s  o f  B ~ r i i ~ s s s  in the PLlbllc Depart- 
ment 

215. Fort Victoria (Amboyn?) Military 
Correspondence . 

21 6. Pi.oceedlngs o f  the Board appointed t o  
enquire into thc klutlny of the Corps of 
Artillery at St Thorn% Mount, Madras 

Madras Government Mi~cellaneo~is 
Correspondence Rook 

Mi;: :llnn:ous Correspondence o f  Lord 
Wllliam B:ntlnck, Governor of Madras 
General Letters (Commercia I )  from 
Court of Directors to Bengfll . 
General L2ttcrs (Pu1)lic ~ ~ i ~ t l  C dcd 
Pl.ovinms) from Court of Directors to 
Bengal . 
General Lettcrs (Separate) fieom Court 
ofDirectorstoBcngal . 
Gensral Orders o f  the Govcrrlment of 
M.ldcas on Militnry Affdirs 

Proaeedii~gs of the Commissioner 
(afterw~rds ~ e s i d e n t )  at Port Marl- 
boroug'n . 
List of Bengal Plssengers to  Europe . 
Miscellaneous Letters from Public 
Department t o  Prinoe of Wales Island, 
Singapore, and Malaccn . 
Miscellaneous Letters from public 
Department t o  Madras ' . . . 
Miscellaneous Letters from Public 
Department to  thc Resident at Fort 
Marlborou gh . 
M i s c c l l ~ n e o ~ ~ s  Lctters from Public De- 
pWment to  St. Helcna 

C I L I S  Li-Lltrs from Public 
Deplrtment to  Company's Agent at Cape 
of m o d  Hove 



. - -  - -  - - 
2 70. Miscellaneoub 1,:ttel-s from Public 

D:plrtrn:nl to Govcrnmsnt of Gylon  

771 -275. Misc~llaneous Letters from Public: 
Dc.pl~.trnrnt lo  Rornh7y . 

176. Miscellaneous Letlets from Public 
Deparlmsnl lo Govar11m:nt of Cape 
of  Good Hope . 

277. Judicial Regulalions of the Ceded Pro- 
vinces 

279. List of paper\ sub.nitted befol-e the 
Board in public Department . 

279. i .  List of Packers from Bengal to Court 
of Directors, Hombay and Madras 

ii. Letter5 fronl different persons to 
Collect~~rs of Chrindernagore, 
Chinsura and Serampore . 

2RO. Marine Letters fi.0i11 Public Dtpartment 
lo Indian Naval Commander-in-Chief . 

ZH 1-289. Bellgal Civil I,irt . 

290-291. Correspondence of Governnlent of Fort 
St. George regarding Mutiny at Vellore. 

. , . . Volumzs I11 and VI (with a List of 
contents in each volumes) . 

292. Minutes of Lord Williarn Rentinck 
Governor of Madri~s, in Military 
Departme~ll . . 

293. Correspoi~dence bet wzcn the Madras 
Native Poor Fund Committee 'and 
Government of Fort St. George for the 
relief of the poor . 

29.1-294~. Commercial List of packets 'fro:n Court 
of Directors to B~ngal, with enclosures 

295. Commercial General Letters (Abstracts) 
from Court of Directors to Bengal . 

296. Commercial General Letters (Abstracts) 
from Bcngal to Court of Directors . 

297. Letters from Public Department to 
Commissioner at Serampore . 

298-314. Proceedings of Board of Trade relating 
to  Fort Marliborough 

315-317. Index to Proceedings of Board of 'Trade 
relating to Fort Marlborough . 



--- 
318-320. Letten from Court of Directors to Fort 

Marlborough . . . 
321. Letters from Public Department to 

Arnboyna, and Java 

322. Letters from Public Department to 
Government of New South Wales . 

323. Orders of Governor-General of India on 
the Constitution of Government of Java, 
and Letters from that Government . 

324-344. List of Papers laid before the Board in 
Commercial, Law, Ecclesiastical, and 
Foreign Departments (Abstracts of Pro- 
ceedings) . 

345. Letters from Java to Prize Agents for 
the capture of Java . 

346-349. Letters from Government of Java to 
Bengal . 

350. Letters from Java to Madras, Bombay 
and Mauritius . 

351-382. Miscellaneous Correspondence of Java 
Government . 

383-391. General Letters from Court of Directors 
to Prince of Wales Island . 

392-393. Public Department Correspondence with 
Mauritius 

394. Java Government Correspondence with 
Court of Directors , 

395-408. Java Government Proceedings (Secret, 
Military, Public, Miscellaneous, etc.) . 

409-409A. Madras Civil List (with Index) . 

410. List of Europeans reporting their arrival 
at, and departure from Batavia . . 

41 1-414. General Letters from Prince of Wales 
Island (Fort Cornwallis) to Court of 
Directors 

415-41 7.  Correspondence of Government of Fort 
St. George relating to combination of 
Executive and Judicial Functions in 
Madras . 



(0 (ii) -- .- - -- 
418-420. Register of Treasury Orders issued from 

Public Department . 1815-1821 - 3 

423-425. List of persons embarked for the East 
Indies . 1818-1822 - 4 

426. Enclosures to General Letters from 
Court of Directors on Commissior~s and 
Covenants, etc. 1830-1831 - 1 

428-429* Commercial, General and Ecclesiastical 
Letters from Bengal to Court or 
Directorc 1819-1828 - 2 

432.+ Minutes. Circulars and Proceeding.; of 
Records Committee for compiling 
registers of Landed Propzrty of Bengal 1823-1823 - 1 

433. Budget Estimntes of the Gov~rnrllent 
of Bengal, Bombay and Madras . 1820-1826 -- I 

433-135. Receipts for Treasury Ordzr.; . 1833-1821 - 3 

436. Register of Ships built in India for 
service in the East Indies and copies of 
licences issued to ships sailed for Europe 1613-1841 - 1 

437. Papers relating to coinzge at lndian 
Mints . 1824 - 1 

437A. Report of Mineralogical Survey of  
Himalaya Mountains by J.D Herbert 
and J. Manson 1826 - 1 

139**. List of Financial, Customs, and Miscell- 
aneous Revenue Despatches from 
Territorial, and Financial Departments 
to Court of Directors 1828-1831 - 2 

440. General Department (Bengal) Commer- 
cial and other Correspondence with 
Officers of the East India Company 
at Canton . 1828-1843 - 1 

441-462. List of Packets from Bengal (General, 
Public, Home, Marine, Ecclesiastical, 
Post Office, Electric Telegraph, Educa- 
tion, Judicial, Revenue, Separate 
Revenue, Statistical, Financial) to Court 
of Directors/Secretary of State f t 
Lndia . 1828-1859 - 26 _ ----- 

*No. 421 was transferred to the th:n Govzrnnznt of Bznyal, No. 423 is not 
available and Nos. 422, 427,430, and 431 w x t  shiftd to. and k ~ p t  with Szparat e 
Revenue records. 

**No. 438 was shifted to, and kept with Sepirate Revenue records. 



- --. - -- - - -- - - - - 

463-470. Extracts from Proceedings of Board of 
Revenue, Madras . 

470A-472 Annual Reports of General Committee 
of Public Instruction, Bengal . 

473. Index to General Letters from Court of 
Directors to Bengd, Bombay and Madras, 

474. Bombay Customs Commit tee Proceedings 
(relating to appointment of Bombay Cus- 
toms Committee), with Draft Customs 
Regulations . 

475. Index to Governor General's Proceedings 
at Bangalore, Madras and Oatacamund 
in General, Commercial, Ecclesiasticals 
and Foreign Departments . 

476. Governor-General's Proceedings at Banga- 
lore, Madras and Ootacanlund in Judicial 
(Civil) D:pnrtment, with Index . 

477. Governor-General's Proceedings at Banga- 
lore and Madras in Judicial (Criminal) 
Department, with l~idex . 

478-382. Draft Order Books of Legislative, 
Revenue, and .ludicial Departments . 

483-185. Proceedings oC the Committee for 
revision. of Customs Department, and 
Post Offices in India 

486-508. Agra and North-Western Provinces 
Judicial Department Despatches to 
Court of Directors containing narra- 
tive of the Proceedings of Governor- 
General . 

509-5 10. Index to Legislative, Revenue, and 
Judicial,:Letters.to Court of Directors . 

511. Letters from General Department t o  
Prince of Wales Island, Singapore, 
and Malacca . 

512. Rules and Orders of the Supreme C O L ~ I . ~ ,  
Calcutta 

513-916. Index to  General Letters from Court 

- - of Direcfors to  Bengal. Bombay and 

- . ... Fort St. Geogre . 
517. List of Public Despatches fr om C o ~ ~ r t  

of Directors to Government ., - of India . - .  

( i )  (ii) 



- ------ (1) --- -- 
518. Letters from General Deportmnt to 

Government of Ceylon . . 1836-1643 - - 

519. Correwondence Bet ween Comrniasioner 
in the Tenasserim Province, and Gen- 
eral Committee of Public Instruction, 
Bengal regarding Moulmein school . 1835-1 839 

520. Proceedings of the Indian Law Commi- 
ssion . 1844-1 1147 - - 

521. List of Marine, Ecclesiastical, a d  
Separate Revenue Despatches from 
Court of Directors . . 1844-Ill58 - 

522-923. Not available . - - - - 
524. Liet of Revenuc General Letters fro111 

Court of Directors to Madras . . 1846-1858 - 
525-541. Proceedings (Abstracts) of G O V ~ ~ M ~ C ~ I  

of Straits Settlements CMalacca, 
Singapore, -Penang, e tc.) . . 1851-1859 

542, Letters from Government of Mauritius 
to Duke of New Castle regarding 
Indian immigration inlo Mauritius . 1853 

543-544. List of Public, Ecclesiastical, Marine, 
and Separate Revenue Despatches to 
Court of Directors . . 1853-1856 - - 

545. Register of Petitions received in the 
various Departments of Government of 
India, with short abstracts . 1854-1856 - 

516. Proceedings of the Patriotic Fund 
Commit tee, Fort William, Calcuttas, for 
the relief and assistance of widows 
of soldiers, and sailors . . 1854-1856 

547. Governor-General's Ootacamud 
Proceedings . . 1855 

548. Register of Articles collected in the 
Punjab, and contributed to the Paris 
Exhibition . . 1855 - 

549. Proceedings of the Medical Board 
regarding Military Ofticers wounded 
during '1857' . . 1857-1858 - 

550. Narratives of ' the General Department 
(Education) Proceedings of the North- 
West ern Provinces . . 1857-1858 - 

551. Office Memoranda of the Medical 
Board, and Director General of the 

. .  . Medical Department . 1857-1859 - 



-- _ _ _ _ -  -- -- 
(i) (ii) - 

552. Home Deputment Receipt Regirter . 1858 - 1 

553. Central Provinces. and North-Western 
Provinces General Department Abstract 
of Proceedings . . 1858 - - I 

554. North-Western Provinces Judicial 
(Civil) Abstract of Proaxdings . . 1858 -. 1 

555-356. North-Western Provinces Judicial 
(Criminal) Proceedings (Abstracts) . 1858 - 2 

557. Diuy of Letters received in the Home 
Department . . 1858-1859 -. 1 

5SP-577. Fort William College Proceedings . 1 801 - 1 13 54 19 

578-579. Miscellaneous Note Books (Standing 
Order of the ' Council for conduct i~ig 
business of the Wrd) . 1772-1784 - -  1 

& 

580-581 . Andarnan Papers . . 1858-1859 - .- 2 

582. Statement of Expenditure :on General 
Establishment of the East India 
Company. . I829 - I 

583. Statement of Allowances and Establish- 
a m t s  in the East India Company's Civil 
Scrvice under the Presidency of Bombay 
and its :subrdinates, as it stood on 
1 May, 1854 (with index) . . 1854 - 1 

5 u .  Proceedings of the Judicial Committee 
&Privy Council I . . 1854 - 1 

585. Pet it ions Diary Books . . 1857-1859 . - 1 

1. Despatches to Mndu Secretary of State 
for India . . 1863-1864 - I 

2. Ben@ Governlent Miscellaneous 
ProoculiagS . . 18W1863 - 1 

3. BsagalEducation Despatches to Set- 
retary of State for India . . 1868-1870 - I 

4. B a a l  Separate Revenue Despatches to 
!kcretary of State for India . . 1860-1863 2 

5. Abstract of Proceedings of the North- 
Western Pfovhces in Separate Revenue 
Department . . 1860 - 1. 

- 
L ---- 

*Papen of the Vatu n: Num5:r 5 5 3  amilglm l t  :d with Homc!Foreign Depart- 
nt 8 records. 



.- - - - -- -. 
Gradation List of A ~ P P ~  Cammission . 
Gradation List of Otiicen in British 
Bums Commission . 
Judicial Circular Letten of British 
Burrrm . 
Oudh Police Circulars . 
Letters I*rom Secretary, R d s  
Commit tec to Secretary. Home 
Dcpartn~cnl . 
Minutes of Prwaeciings of ~ h c  Prison 
Confertact: . 
Gcncral Orders on various aubjacts . 
Rules of Business and Secretariat 
instructions . 
Papers relating to removal of lndian 
Civil Service m ~ e r s  for misconduct . 
4 w!lection of important orders and 
precedents relating to procedure adopted 
in dealing with petitions for mercy from 
the condemned prisoners . 
P ~ p e r s  relatits to appointment 
of Governors-General and Viceroys . 
Papers mlating to appointment of 
Governors. Lieutenant-Governors, and 
Members of Executive Council . 
Papers relating to Administrator- 
General, Bengal . 

Letters issued from the Home Depart- 
ment (Deposit) 

Dmi-Official Diary . 
Demi-Oflcial Letters from Secretar!., 
Home Department . 
Office Notes . 
Selections from Despatches of Secretary 
of State for India to various Govern- 
ments in India . 

. - 

Index to Selections from Despatches of 
Secretary of State for India to various 
Governments in India . 
Home Department Letters of Deccnlber 
11, 1917uld replies . 



SOME SIGNIFICANT DOCUMENTS AVAILABLE IN THE 
SERIES 

1. Restoration of Chandernagort: to the French. 
Public, 21 June 1765, Nos. 1-2. 

2. Slave-trade in Madagascar, and employment of slaves in 
the East India Company's settlement of Fort Marlborough. 

Public, 22 August 1765, No. 1 .  
3. Furtlrnn~ gr~111i1i~ the I ~ I I Y L I I I ~  of Bengal, Bihar and Orissa 

to the English East India Company. 
Z 

Public, 9 September 1765, Nos. 2-6. 
4. Gobernor-Gi.neri11's rl~inutt .  on i~ltroduction of papercur- 

rency iu India. 
Public, 1 May 1780, No. 24. 

- -  5. Royal Letters Patent defining the jurisdiction of Lord 
Bishop of Calcutta. 

Ecclesi-astical, 1 November 1815, No. 1. 
6. Institution of a free Precs in India. 

Judicial, 18 May 1835, No. 7. 

7. Ishtejmr in Urdu issued by Nana Sahib on greased car- 
tridges. 

Home, Public, 7 August 1857, No. 137. 

8. Return showing allowances granted to Prisoners confined 
under Regulation 111 of 1818 of the Benares Division. 

Home, '~lldicial 'A', 14  January 1871, No. 5. 

9 .  Port Blair declared a place of confinement for convicts 
sentenced to penal servitude. 

I-Iome, Judicial 'A', 22 July 1871, Nos. 4 1-A.5. 

10. Surendranath ~aner jee ' s  appeal to Government of India 
against his suspension from the Indian Civil Service. 

Home, Establismenth 'A', April 1874, Nos. 78-80. 

11. Ban on participation of Governmeilt officials in meetlings 
of the Indian National Congress. 

Home, Public 'A', Janualy 1891, Nos. 1-3. 

12. Establishment of the Imperial Record Department. 
Ilome, Public 'A', March 1891, Nos. 24-43,. 

. . 13. Approval of use of Eel-chain and Leg iron in case of con- 
demned prisoners and those sentenced to transportation for 
life. 

Home, Jails 'A', August 1 89 1, Nos. 92-93. 

14. Regulalions for the control of habitual ojfenders in India. 
Home, Police 'A', Fcbruary 1893, Nos. 11-329. 



15. I~itrduc?ion of authropometric system for idcntilicdtion of 
criminals in Kashmir. 

Home, PoJic~' 'A', Ju~luary 1896, Nos. 101-104 
16. hlanufactu~c of ciil.lwLs and other articles in Indian Jails 

for export to European countries. 
..... - . l-lomu. Jails 'A'. lTcbruarj 1896, Nos. 39-58. 

17. Kesolutio~ls p l r ? h c c l  at a puhlic ~l~cctitig held in Calcutta pro- 
testing agi~i~l~t l  thc ~)ul.lition ell' Bttngul. 

Honlc. Pi~blic 'B'. t'~*t,l.uat-! 1905, Nu.  154. 

18.  Mcn~orial 11.o1il 1 a~lxri  K , r i  arlci q i~cd ic )~~  of his release. 
1 Ionic, PoliriC:~I ',\'. I)ccc-~ilbt'~. 1907. VOS. 15-1 6.  

. . 
. . 19.  Applicrrtio~r ot 1111. L ) I ; I I I I ~ I I ~ C  P:~.tc~l~llltl~cc Act (XIX of 

1870) to U C I ~ I .  
Homc, I'c~litical '.A'. J u n u a r j  1908, Xu. '97. 

' 20. l~~terception of the newspaper entitled Free Hindustan. 
Home, Political 'A', November 1908, Nos. 17-18. 

u ?,- 2 1 ,  Coufidential Letter to Honie Deplrrt~wnt regarding- activi- .,,. * / , , < . .  
-. t ies  of ~aval'kar brothers. 

Home, Political 'A', Octobcr 1909, No. 219. 

22. Transfer of capital fro111 Calcutta to Delhi. ,_. . . 

Home, Establishment 'A', June 1 9  12, Nos. 144-1 57.  
23. Release of Bal Gangadhar Tilak after conlpletion of his 

term of imprisonment in Mundalay. 
9 : -. 

I-Tome, Political 'A', J u l y  19 14, Nos. 135-1 18. 

24. Starting of Passive Resistance Movement by Mahctma 
. . Gandhi and Annie Besant i n  Bombay and Mad~as  against 

the Rowlatt Bills. 
Ilome, Political 'A', March 19 19, No. 3-50. 

. 25. Mahatma Gandhi's letter to Viceroy returning the Kaisar-i- 
Hind gold medal, the Zulu War Medal, and the Boer War 
Medal in pursuance of the scheme of lion-caoperstion in 
sympathy with thc Khilafat Movement. 

Home, Political 'Deposit'. August 1920. KO. 38. 

'26; i':stalslishment of Central Bureau of Information. 
Home, Political 'A', March 192 1 ,  Nos. 92-93. 

.. . : 2.7. Kakori Conspiracy Case Judgement. 
- Homc, Political-File No. 53/ 1927-K.W. 

28. QuestCon of prosecution of Dl.. Kitchlew, Pandit Jawaharlal 
Nehru, Subhas Chandra nose. Bzba Girrdit Singh for their 

. . , speeches delivered at the Lahore session of the Entlian 
National Congress. 

Home, Political-File No. 65/1930.  . 



29. Mahatma Gandhi's speeches during Dandi March. 
Home, Political-File No. 122/1930. 

30. Chittagong Armoury Raid. 
Home, Political-File No. 335/1930. 

31. Complaint regarding ill treatment of undertrials of Mmmt 
Conspiracy case. 

Ilomc, Political-File No. 1 20/ 193 1 .  

32. Instructiun banning demonsiration in connection with 
execution of Bhagat Singh. 

Home, Political-Filc No. 41 2 1; 193 1 . 
33. Armed attack on knga l  Secretariat, resulting in the death 

of Lt. Col. Simpson, Inspector General of Prisons, Bengal. 
Home, Political-File No. 7/ 12/ 193 1 . 

34. 'Intelligence' notes on speeches made on the death of: 
Chandra ~ h e k h i r  Azad. 

Home, Political-K.W. to File No. 159/ 193 1. 
35. Activities of Khan Abdul Ghafiar Khan and the Red Shirt 

Movement. 
Home, Politicill-File No. 5/41 / 193 1. 

36. 2nd October to be observed as a public holiday on account 
of Gandhi Jayanti. 

Home Affairs, Public-Filc No. 32/ 1 1 / 1948. 
37. North-East Frontier Agency and Tribal Areas Five Year 

and Short-Term Plan. 
Home Affairs, Public-File No. 5 1 /52/ 1918. 

38. Proposal for erection of a memorial in the memory of 
Gandhiji in nhangi Colony in Delhi. 

Home Affairs, Public-File No. 5 1 /424/ 1949. 
39, Oath of allegiance to be taken by Government Servants. 

Home Affairs, Public-File No. 42/ 1 / 1950. 
40. 1:uture planning of Delhi and the Delhi region. 

Home Affairs, Public-File No. 5 1 / 192/ 1950. 
41. Question in the Parliament regarding unauthorised entry of 

Pakistan Nationals intu, India. 
Homc Affairs, Public-File No. 15/ 100/ 1950. 

42. Enquiry into the export of cotton yarn from India to East 
Pakistan (now Bangladesh) in contravention of Land-Cus- 
tom Rules. 

Home Affairs, Police 11, File No. 1 / l9 /  1950. 
43. Policy regarding appointment of Director in the Intelligence 

Dureau. 
Home Affairs, Police 11, File No. 28/76./1951. 



MI N IS'I'HY OF INFORMATION AND BROADCASTING 

Ministry of Information and Broadcasting has the responsibility 
to keep the pcople informed about the policies, plans and programmes 
of the government. In discharging these obligations the Ministry is 
~lbsisted by various media units, namely, ( I ) Press Information Bureau, 
f 2 )  Publications Division, ( 3 ) Research and Reference Division, 
(4) Directorate of Advertising & Visual Publicity, ( 5 )  Registrar of 
Newspapers, (6) Akmhvani, (7) Doordurshan, (8) Photo Division, 
(9) Directorate of Field Publicity, (10) Song and Drama Division, 
( 1 1 ) Films Division, and ( 12) Central Board of Film Censors. The 
media units are required to provide coverage to the multifarious a&- 
vities of the govcrnment and in pursuit of these objectives, they main- 
tain liaison with the State Governnlents and also with other agencies 
that are engaged in mass-communications. 

The term 'Information' came t o  be used officiillly for the first time, 
when on 1 June 1919 a small cell entitled 'Central Bureau of Infor- 
mation' was constituted within the Home Department. The main 
task of the Bureau was to collect yearly information about achieve- 
ments of various government Departments and compile them in the 
form of an annual volume called India for presentation to the Britisb 
Parliament in London. In 1920, functions of the Bureau were further 
expanded and it became necessary for the Bureau to supervise "distri- 
bution of correct information on an all India basis" and to inform the 
various Departments of the government the specific questions on 
which public opinion was exercised and on which further information 
was needed.' Towards the end of the same year, the 'Bureau' was 
put under the charge of a Director, who looked after the entire work 
of press-publicity and propaganda. A Directorate of Public Infor- 
[nation was also created to look after other information work. On 
1 June 1923, the Bureau was put on a permanent footing as the 
Bureau of Public Information. 

During the years 1935-36, studies were undertaken to identify the 
various problems and needs of the Press. On the basis of the findings 
o f  these studies, the Bureau was re-organized and the designation of 
the Bureau-head was changed from Director, to Principal Information 
Officer. The re-organised 'Bureau' became the main channel for pro- 
viding information to the media. During World War 11, a Director 
- -.--- 

1 .  P r e ~ s  Information Bureau Handbook and Annuul Report, 1981 -1982. 
(New Delhi, 1983). 



of General Information was also appointed lo plan, implement and 
coordinate war publicity programme separately." 

In course of time, increase in the activities of various Govcrnnient 
Departments led to considerable expansion in publicity and information 
work of the respective Departments. Consequently, it was decided 
tq amalgamate all publicity and inforniation functions of the govern- 
ment in one Department. And thus, the Department of Information 
and Broadcasting came into existence in October 1941. This Depart- 
ment took over activities concerning publicity to government po~~cies 
from l io~nz Department, and thost: concerning 'Broadcasting f'rorn 
Department of Communications. 

, On thc other hand, the origin of Broadcasting lay in the Telegraph 
Brarich of tbe Department oi lndustries and Labour. Towards the 
ind of World War 1 and thereafter, this particular Branch remained 
busy in considering the effects and use of wireless receivers. How- 
ever, broadcasting began as an entaprise in India only in 1 9 2 l .  l t 
h s t  came as an cxperlrnental transmission in August 1921, when the 
Il'imes of India, in collaboration with the Post and Telegraphs Depart- 
ment, broadcast from it's Bombay office a special programme of music 
at the request of Sir George Lloyd, the Governor of bonlbay.:' There- 
after, several conferences were organised by the Government of India 
in which manufacturers, Press representatives, and others interested in 
radio-broadcasting, participated and expressed their views on the 
subject. Local governments and other Departments were also 
approached by the Government of lndia to express their opinion in 
ths regard. consequently, the Government issi~ed a Press Communi- 
que in March 1925 setting forth its broadcasting policy and inviting 
applications from those intending to undertake broadcast in^. 

iMeanv;hile, amateur Radio Clubs came into existeilce in cities like 
Bombay, Calcutta and Madras with the object of stimulating interest 
in radio communications and allied matters. These clubs took initia- 
tive to put broadcasting on a somewhat systematic basis by conduct- 
ing regular broadcasting programmes. Radio Club of Bengal was 
the first to broadcast and transmit programme in November 1923 
from it's Calcutta Station, followed by Bombay Radio Club from 
Bombay Station in June 1924, and Madras Presidency Radio Club 
from Madras Centre in July 1924." 
- - 

2. During World War 1 also, a Central Publicity Board had been set up on 
6 Junc, 1918. The Board was constituted for the purpose of war-propaganda 
among the people in general through cinematographs, films, slides, 
pamphlets, posters, handbooks, etc. Similar Boards were established in the 
Pro~inces for the same purpose. All these Boards were, however, dis- 
solved by 31 March, 1919-Home, Public 'B', April 1919, No. 10, 

, - (lVi1tiona1 Archives of India, New Delhi). 
3.  All Indii~ Radio, Akash Hltarti, Volume 11, (New Delh~,  1978) Page A-2. 
4. Home Department, F. 217/1927-Political (National Archives of India, 

New Delhi). 
5. In Madras a programme was broadcast on 16 May 1924 on experimental 

basis and not on regular basie. 



In pursuance of government policy to entrust broadcasting to 
private enterprise, Indian Broadcasting Company Limited was granted 
concession to establish a commercial broadcasting service iri British 
India." Accordingly. an agreement was signed between Ciovernment 
of lndia and liidian Broadcasting Conlpang on 13 September 1926. 
Under the terms of this agreemcnt the Cornpan! nv;rs hound to "install 
and work efficient broadcasting stations at  Calcut~a iind Bombay in 
the first instance, and subsecjuently in  other places whzii it becomes ..- necessary and practicablc to d o  . I The Intlian Broadcasting 
Company was heralded by the publication of thc lttditrrl Rudio P i r l l e ~  
on 15 July 1927, annou~~cing the imminent opcniilg of its Bombay 
Station. Subsequcntly, the Company instalkd firs1 bro;~dcristing station 
a t  Bo11lba1 on 23 Julj, 1927 followcd by ;I scconcl OIIL~ ;!t C';ilcuttil 
on 26 August 1927.' Each of thcsc two st:~tion\ was managcd by 
one Station Director. I'hc main subjects co\lercd h! the programme 
were agriculture, hygienic science and rural economy, etc. Government 
of India, however, rcsc~ved thc right to l ay  down general principles 
governing broadcasting of political, religious anti controversial matters 
of any kind, and retained full powers of' censorship. 

In July 1927 itself, Gover~ior of Bombay became ins~l-unwntal in 
the formation of a Programme Advisory Board, which consisted of 
eleven members under the Chairmanship of Lady Cowasji Jehangir 
( J . ) .  'This Board was to hold periodic consultations and to take deci- 
sions on major broadcasting issues such as proportion of Indian and 
European matters in the programme, coverilgc of classical music, and 
use of Hindi in addition to English in thc progranlmes." Similarly, 
Governor of Bengal constituted a separate Board for Calcutta Station. 
However, this Board could not hold any mccting. 

The Indian Broadcasting Conlpany, though had a base capital of 
Rs. 6,00,000/- started incurring heavy losses and ultimately went 
into vo!~tntnry liquidation with elfcct from the end of Fch1~u3r.y 1930. 

6. Comn~crciiil broadcasting at thal time \\;IS conridered as broadcasting for 
gain, as ciihtinct from non-commercial brondcas!ing from which no revenue 
accrued to those carrying it out. This practice of putting commercial 
broadcasting in use continued to work till 1934, when as a result of 
pressure exerted on the government. commercial operation was discontinued. 

7. Home Department F. 2 17 ,/ 1927 Political t National Archives of India, 
New Delhi). 

- 8. Bombay Station was inaugurated by the Viceroy, Lord Il.\vin. and ihc 
Calcutta Station by Sir Stanley Jackson, Governor of Bengal. 

9. The Board held two meetings on 11 July and 1 November 1927. la the 
first meeting it was decided to  use English and tiujarati for News Bulletins, 
Weather Reports and Market Prices, and H~ndustani for annoiincing Ordi- 
navy-Indian Programme. In the Second meeting it was settled 'that an 
experinlent should be tried in using Hindi instead o f  ,Sujarilti in :~cIdition 
to F~rglish throughout the Programme'. 



At this crucial juncture it looked as if broadcasting had failed in 
India, while it was making good progress in many olher countries.'u 
tCowever, in response to popular demand, government took over the 
'Companj ' and ran the two Stations-Bombay and Cnlcut ta---or1 an 
experimental basis for a period of two years from 1 April 1930.11 
With the 'Company' coming under direct Government control, its 
nomenclature also underwent a change, and it was henceforth called, 
'Indian Slate Broadcasting Service' (I.S.B.S.). Functioniug of  his 
Company was finally taken over by the Govcrnnlent of India in May 
1932 and it was placed under the administrative control of the Depart- 
ment of Industries and Labour. 

The Indian Wireless Telegraphy Act, passect in 1933 gave Broad- 
casting in India a firm footing by including provisio~ls to regulatt: 
broadcasting in India. Later, the co~lstitu tional position regarding 
broadcasting was extensively defined under the Government of India 
Act, 1935. 

Despite inauguration of the Indian State Broadcasting Service, 
parallel efforts continued to expand broadcasting in India. The 
Marconi Company offered the Government of the North West 
Frontier Province the loan of the transmitter and a number of com- 
munity receivers for rural broadcasting in the Frontier Province-the 
first studied effort to take broadcasting to the villages of India. That 
same year the Indian Agriculture Institute at Allahabad also started 
transmitting rural programmes. A year later the Dehra Dull Broad- 
custing Association comnlenced broadcasts but had to close down two 
years later for lack of funds. 

On 1 January 1936, Delhi went on the air, when a 20 K.W. trans- 
i~litter was installed at 18, Alipur Road. Henceforth, activities of 
the I.S.B.S. increased considerably and resulted in [he creation 
of new sections and units, such as Installation Department, Research 
Department, and News Service Section. In the same year the name 
of the periodical 'Indian Radio Times', originally brought out under 
the aegis of the Indian Broadcasting Company and later on by the 
Indian State Broadcasting Service, was changed to 'The Ittcliarz 
Listener', which in turn, was re-christened 'Akashvani' in later years.'" 

The name Indian State Broadcasting Service was changed to All 
11ldia Radio in June 1936. A monogram, which placed the letters 
AIR over the inap of India, was also simultaneously prepared. A 
year later, a scheme to centralise the news service was prepared under 
which a News Editor was appointed. With the creation of the Depart- 
ment of Communications on 8 November 1937, Broadcasting was 
placed under it. 

10. The Inchcape Committee reported that broadcasting enterprise had proved 
a losing proposition and, being unsuitable for India, should be closed. 
Publication of this report in the press evoked public protest and the 
Government of India decided to take over broadcasting under it's control. 

1 1 .  AIR Mtrnlrul, Volume 1, Parts I & IT, (New Delhi, 1970) para 1.2. 
12. Akrlsll Ullarli, Volume 11. (New Delhi, 1978) page A-7. 



In November 1939, Monitoring Service was started under the 
General Staff Branch, Army Headquarters, Delhi, chielly with a vlcw 
to collect material for preparation of counter propaganda and to keep 
a security check on enemy broadcasts audible in India. This office 
was moved to Shimla in February 194018 A year later, in 1941, it 
was transferred to Department of Information and Broadcasting, which 
itself was constituted in October 1941, after taking over activities con- 
cerning pul~licity to Government policies, etc. from Honle Departmefit 
and those concerning Broadcasting from Department of Communica- 
tions. 

During World War 11, 'News Service Section' of All I n a a  Radio 
remained extremely over-burdened with work relating to both Home 
Service and External Service. On the conclusion of the War, this 
Section was re-designated as the 'Central News Organization'." In 
1948, this Organization was split up into two Divisions, namely, News 
Service Division, and External Service Division. News Bulletins of the 
All India Radio prepared by these Divisions are materials of immense 
clocumentary value.lB 

Soon after Independence, Government of India laid grcat emphasis 
on development programmes, and dissemination of information on 
important aspects of the country's life. Consequently, various new 
development programmes were taken up by the Ministry.18 

Keeping the aforesaid objectives in view, a Films Division with 
its Headquarters at Bombay, was set up in 1948. The task assigned 
to this Division concerned production of films, newsreels and docu- 
mentaries, etc. Later on, when the Government of India passed the 
Cinematographic Act in 1952, Central Board of Film Censors was 
set up at Bombay. Its main function was to examine and grant certi- 
ficate to films, which could be exhibited in the country. The Board 
has its regional offices at Bombay, Calcutta and Madras. 

In 1951, a Research and Reference Division was set up in Delhi 
to extend help and assistance in the functioning of the Ministry. One 
of the primary functions of this Division was to prepare a monthly 
'Diary of Events', providing coverage to major national and inter- 
1:ational events. It also maintained an index of news items on national 
and international affairs. Since 1953, this 'Division' has been com- 
piling India-A Reference Annual; which provides information on 
diverse aspects of national life and activities. 

Towards the end of 1953, Field Publicity Organization was csta- 
blished as a part of the Integrated Publicity Programme of the Five 

13.  AIR Manual, Volume I, P;rrt I l l ,  m e w  Delhi, 1970) para 12.1. 

14. Ibid. Para 11.1.1 

15. A bulk of 491 volumes of the Y c ~ r s  Bullctin~ pertaining to the period 
1950-61 and complete with indexes are in the custody of National 
Archives of India. 

16. The Department of Information and Bsoadcasling w a s  re-christ~n~d M 
Ministry in 1947. 



Year P1ans.l7 On 3 April 1954, Transcription Service was formed 
into a separate oflice and was entrusted with functions of preparing 
processed recortls for usc in All India Radio. 

In  1955, this Mir~istry sct LIP Childre11 Film Society with the objec- 
tive of undertaking and promoti~ig production, distribution, and exhi- 
bition of Childrcn Films. I n  the same year, Central Newsreel Unit 
was establishetl a1 Delhi, i111d wils entrusted with thc task of preparing 
weekly newsrttt.ls i l l  English and Hintli. From time to time this Unit 
was c~~g i :&~c!  i r ~  prcpuri~lion of special ncwsl-eels and ~ i o c u t r ~ c ~ ~ t i ~ ~ i c s  on 
\,arious lopici~l nl;~l ters. 

,411 inlporla~ll C V C I I L  i l l  the field of bl -~adc i i~ t i~ lg  took placc ill May 
1957 when Bombay Radio Station earned the credit of starting Vividh 
Bhur~zti Unit. This Unit was shifted to  Delhi Station in September 
1958 and con~iriuccl to furlc'iiun ;IS a part of the Transcription Service. 
The main ohircti\c of thc sccvic'e was lo providr: alternative listening 
by way oi light c r~~c r t a inmcr~ .  In  1959, iluits like Archives and 
Central 'I'apc Bank \~erc '  put 1111dtx the Transcription Service and the 
designation of thc Transcription Service was changed to "Transcription 
and Programme Exchange Service". 

A nz\v and significant chapter in the annals of broadcasting in 
India was opened when an experimental Television Service was 
launched as a part of All India Radio in Delhi on 15 September 1959. 
The next year, Film Institute of India was set up in Pune with the 
objective of providing training in technical aspects of film making like 
cinematography, sound engineering, editing, direction, art direction, 
make-up and costumes. 
---- .- pp 

17. This Organization was separated and put under the independent charee of 
a Director in 19.58. 



MINISTRY O F  IRRIGATION AND POWER 

India is a country endowed with innumerable water resources and 
this has been possible because of numerous big and small rivers, which 
traverse the length and breadth of the country. These watc:- resources, 
however, have failed at times to serve the required purpose because 
of some calamity or other. So, timely efforts to revive them and to 
make them usable have always been made by those, who governed 
the country. 

In the 19th century, the jirst major initiative as regards water 
resource management was takcn in 1810 when the Military Board 
appointed a Committee of Survey to enquire into the state of old canals 
constructed both on the eastern and western side of river Yamirno. 
Unfortunately, very little follow up action was taken on the findings 
of this Committee. Nevertheless, with the appointment of Lieute- 
nant Blaine as Chief Engineer, Irrigation, in 1815, restoratic)~i work of 
the canal, particularly that of the West Yumuna Canal, was taken up. 
As far as the construction work of the East Yarnuna Canal was con- 
cerned, it was taken up only in 1823 when Major John Colvin was 
appointed General Superintendent of Irrigation at Delhi.l In Decem- 
ber 1830, the Military Board was reorganized and consequently, 
'Canal and Embankment Department' became one of the five Depart- 
nients that were under the administrative control of the B ~ a r d . ~  How- 
ever, business connected with irrigation in the erstwhile princelj states 
remained under the charge of Foreign Department. 

In course of time more measures were taken to expand and 
improve irrigation both in British India and in the princely states. 
In July 1833, Government of India helped Nawab of Oudh by provid- 
ing him the services of Captain Davidson, an Engineer, to undertake 
construction of a canal in his dominion from Fatehgarh to Lucknow 
connecting rivers the Ganges and the Gomti "for future benefit to the 
trade and cultivation of Oudh." In the meantime, successful execu- 
tion of restoration work on the Yarnuna canals in Northern India en- 
couraged the authorities to take up improvement work on the Coleroo!i 
in the South, and from 1836 onwards many works were regularly and 
v~gorouslj taken up .in that d i rec t ion .~imi lar ly ,  work on the Ganges. 
canal was taken up in the late forties and was completed in 1856. - A  
report on the Ganges canal was also prepared by the Military Board. 

- -  
I .  The work ~ a s  actually taken up by Col. Robert Smith and Cpl. Bnird Stnith 
2. Thc other Departments were : 

( i )  Ordnance Department, 
(ii) Department of Public Works. including ~.oads, bridges and public, 

civil and military buildings of every descripticm. 
(iii) Commissariat Department, and 
( iv)  Stud Department. 

3. Colerootl is one of the branches of the river Cartvery. 
( 1  05) 



This report, which contained useful information on the laying of 
foundations in the bad soil, was extensively used by Madras Board of 
Revenue and princely state of Mysore. In 1 854, Government of Bengal 
too u11dertoc)k the task of survey and constructiorl of canals in  Shahbad, 
and other districts of Bihar. Moreover, Bari Doub Cut1(11 Project, 
which was already underway in Punjab, was completed in 1859. 

Queslions arising out of dispute over sharing of water of thc river 
that passed through more than one princely state quite often raised 
their head atid instructions on the subject were issued on 26 f eb- 
ruary 1843 through the Foreign Depa1-tmcnt to the extent that 
"in every case a Vakeel from each party should accompany an 
Engineer Officer appointed by the British Government to the several 
places where any dispute may have arisen; that the Engineer Officer 
should examine into and record facts, make an exact plan, and 
submit to thc Goverr~ment his opinion upon the whole matter 
together with the representations of the Vukeels, and the arrange- 
ment if any, to which on the part of their respective states the Vul iee l~  
are ready to a ~ c e d e . " ~  

On 30 April 1855, Military Boarcl was abolishetl and functions 
pertaining to irrigation were taken over by the newly created Public 
Works D~par tment .~  But irrigation works in the princely states 
continued to be handled by the Foreign Departmcnt. 

Successful completion of various canal projzcls encouraged the 
government to further boost up and develop irrigatic~l projects in the 
country. To fulfill this objective. government created a separate 
'Tmgation Branch' in Public Works Departmcnt with effect from 1 
January 1867. Inspector General of Irrigation Work was also 
sirnulta~ieously appointed and entrusted with the ~.esponsibility of 
supervising all irrigation works in the country, though Secretary, 
Public \I'orkc Department was made the consult~~ti\~e functio~iary.~ 

In 1880, Government of India took several measures to reduce 
expenditnre. As a result, the post of Chief Engineer. Irrigation. 
which had been created in 1815, was abolisheJ. The Inspector 
General, however, continued to retain his pod. 

Together with the development of irrigation in the country, 
electricity started playing a vital role with its introduction in the 
later half of 19th century. As far back as 1881, electricity was 
introduced in a practical way for the first time in Howrah Jute Mills 
Compn~~y, (_ ' a l~u t t a .~  On 1 July 1887, Government of India passed 
the Indian Electricity Act, which provided "protection of person and 

-- 

4. Foreign Department. Political. 15 March. 1843. Nos. 15-16, (National 
Archives of India, New Delhi).  

5. The Public Works Department c a v e  into existence on 7 February. 1855. 
6. It was decided that the Inspector General. Trrigation Works, will not be 

subordipate to the Secretary. Public Works Department. 
7. After a few years it was discontinlied and waq generally re-adopted in 

1895 by all Jute Mi119 in Calcutta. 



property and for the prevention of injury to teleyaph lincs from 
appliances or apparatus used in the generation of supply and con- 
sumption of electricity for lighting and other p u q m ~ . " ~  After a 
few years, in 1895 Government of Ben@ passed Calcutta Electric 
Li ting Act under which tirst licence for supply of electricity in 
C a? cutta was granted to the Indian Electric Company Limited.D Thus, 
Calcutta became the first metropolitan city in the country to have 
public supply of electricity, though supply d electricity actually 
commenced on 17 April 1899. 

On 23 December 1897. Public Works Department was reorganised 
and Joiiii Secretary, Civil Works, was required to act as the 
Jnspector-General of Irrigation. On 1 March 1900, there was 
further re-organisation in the Public Works Department. Consequently, 
M ' O ~ L S  reiating to irrigation dealt within thc 1 rrigation Branch. were 
placed on a separate list, alongwith subjects like Roads and Buildings. 
Henceforth, two Secretaries were to handle the functions in the Public 
Works Department-one to look after Irrigation, Roads and Buildings, 
and the other to supervise all works relating to Railways. Power 
component, however. was dealt in a separate Chi1 Wcwks f Electricity) 
Branch of Public Works Department from 1899. 

The main functions of Civil Works (Electricity) Branch were to 
deal with agreements with private companies for providing electric 
transmission lines at the coal and iron mines, implementation of rules 
framed under various Electricity Acts, purchase of copper wire, 
estal~lishments required for the electricity works. etc. Another 
important function was to issue licence for supply of electricity for 
lighting purpose. This particular function was of purely commercial 
nature. Consequently, in 1906 it was transferred from Public Works 
Department to the newly created Department of Cornmcrce and 
Industry.'" In actual practice the transfer of this function relating to 
issue of licence proved unsatisfacory and, therefore, in 191 1 it was 
re-transferred to Public Works Department. 

Soon, two important developments took place in respect of water 
resource iliarlagement of the country. Firstly, the Central Water ant1 
Power Research Station was established in Pune in 1916. 
Secondly, with the introduction of Governnlent of India Act 19 19, 
'Irrigation' became a provincial subject. 

On 1 March 1920, the Government aE India constituted a new 
office called "Board of Industries and Munitions" on a temporary 
basis and illis Board looked after some of the functions of thc Public 

8. I n  the Act. electricity included gal\lanism. magnetism, magncts+lectricity 
:~ncl electro-magnetism. 

9. This company was soon after re-christened as  the Ca1cutt;i Flcctricitv 
Supply Corporation Limited. 
Reccrds relating to the Act trf 1895 are nvailnble in the Wed  Benp;ll 
Statc Archives. 

10. The Department of Commerce and Industry was constituted on 1 hI;hrh 1905. 
bul its Electricity Branch began to  operate from 1906. 



Works Department. The 'Electricity Branch' of this newly con- 
stituted Board took over the functions of the Civil Works (Electricity) 
Branch of the Public Works Department. On 15 Febl-uary 1921, 
the board was abolished and in its place a new Department of Indus- 
tries w ~ s  created. Therefore, functions of the Electricity Branch 
of the erstwhile Board were taken over by the newly created Electricity 
Branch of Deprirtment of Industries. 

In 1923, government took measures to effect economy in admi- 
nistration, and thus, re-distribution of portfolios and re-allocation of 
work arnoiig the various Departments of the Government of India 
tor\k place. Old Departments likc Department of Public Csiorks, and 
Dep;~rrlnt-li: of industries wt.1.c abolished ancl their functions were' 
taken over by the newly created Department of Industries and 
Labuur." The two main functions pertaining to irrigation viz. 
'Accounts-Irrigation* and 'Civil Works-Irrigation', which were earlier 
handled by Public Works Department, and 'Electricity', which had 
been dealt with by Department of Industries, were brought under 
the administrative control of the newly created Department of 
l~ldustries and Labour. These three subjects, though retained the old 
nomenclature, were now treated as three independent and separate 
branches under Tndustries and Labour Department. 

At the same time it was found necessary to associate a technical 
officer of the rank of the Chief Engineer with the Department of 
Industries and Labour to advise it on matters relating to Irrigation 
and Public Works. Such an officer, who was to replace the 
Inspector-General of Irrigation was to be prin~arly an irrigation expert. 
Accordingly. the post of the ~nspector-Genenil of Irrigation was 
;~bolishcd in May 1923. and a new post of Coilsulting Engineer to 
the Government of India was created to look after the duties then 
discharged by the Inspector-General of Irrigation. On 22 April 1926. 
Central Irrigation Board of Provincial Enqineers. was constituted 
under the Chairmanship of the Consulting Engineer and it started 
functioning with effect from 1 January 1927.l"ne of the primary 
function;: of this Board was to render independent advice to the 
(;ovel-nrnent of India and Local Governments on such q~~cstions in 
connection with Irrigation projects as may be referred to it. 

One of the important offices constituted under the charge of the 
Board was the 'Central Bureau of Information for Irrigation', which 
started functioning with effect from May 1931 . ' V t  mainly functioned 

- - - -. - - - . - 

11. Since it was considel.rd that work connected with Irrigation was more 
closely related to Public Works rather than to Land Revenue or any other 
Deparlment, this subiect was transferred to the newly created Department 
of 1ndustl.ies alongwith Public Works. 

12. The Ro;lrcl is sometimes referred to :IS 'Board of Irrigation' or 'Central 
Board of Irrigation*. 

1 3 .  Ttre Burc;iu H ; I K  established on :ecommendations of thc Royal Commission 
on Agriculture in India. Establishment of the Bureau was sanctioned in 
Inn~lnrv. 1930 with headquarters at Shimla. a.; attnched office of the 
Department of lntlustries and Labour. 



as a channel for exchange of information between the Chicf Engineer 
and the Research Olficers. It also established a specialisad library 
of publicatiolls on irrigation. But shortly the financial stlain on the 
Government of India rendered future irrigation developments irn- 
practicable and the post of Consulting Engineer to the Government of 
India was abolished in March 1932 as a measure of ecmomy.14 

'J'hc tiover~inlcnt of lndia Act 1935, contirnled irrigation uithin the 
jurisdiction and control of the Provi~lcial Governments, and irrigation 
was to assume a federal character only when there was any inter- 
provincial dispute. With the introduction of Provincial Autonmv 
from 1 April 1937, every administrative unit in the country undertook 
separately necessary legislative or administrative measures in respect 
of waterways passing through its territory. 

On 8 November 1937, Department of lndustries and Labour was 
bifurcated into Department of Labour, and Department of Com- 
1nunications.1.~ Henceforth, subjects like 'Electricity' and 'Irrigation' 
and others related to public works were transferred to Department of 
Labuur. 

During World War I1 period, all possible efforts were made for 
timely supply of power for war purposes. A post of Electrical Com- 
missioner was created in 1941 to facilitate arrangements for supply 
of power to the ordnance factories and industries engaged in war 
efforts. 

Meanwhile Central Board of Irrigation realised that at times 
positio~~ taken by a Province in matters relating to waterways. advcrscl! 
affected the neighbouring Provinces. Therefore, in November 1943, 
it suggested establishment of a technical authority at the Centre, which 
could take ober the responsibility of collecting and collating necessary 
data for information and use of Gover~lment of India and various 
concerned Provinces. Accordingly, Central Waterways, Irrigation. 
and Navigation Commission was constituted by the government in 
April 1945 with the objective "to initiate, coordinate and further the 
scheme for control, conservation and utilization of water resources 
throughout the country." The Consulting Engineer for Irrigation 
and Waterways was nominated as the Chairman of the newly formed 
Commission.16 

In 1944. a Central Technical Power Board was constituted to act 
as a Central Planning Organisation and to advise the Central and 
-. -. -. -- - 

14. With the abolition of the po5t of Consulting Engineer the 'Central Bnreait 
of Information for Irrigation' ceased to re~nain ns an attached office but 
was placed under a President who was to he of the rank of :I Chief 
Engineer of any Province. 

17. The subject Industries was taken over by Department of Commerce. 

16. The post of Consulting Engineer for Irrigation and Waterways. which hitd 
been abolished in 1932. was revived in 1944. 



Provincial Governments and also the princely states on issues con- 
cerning planning and development of electricity supply throughout the 
country. 

On 8 April 1946, Labour Department was split up into ( I  1 The 
Department of Works, Mines and Power, and (2)  Department of 
Labour. Subjects like Irrigation, Power, ctc. wcre taken over by tnc 
Department of Works, Mines and Power. 

011 29 August 1947, the Department of Works, Mines and Bower 
was designated as Ministry of Works, Mines and Power. As far as 
Power was concerned, the new ministry did not introduce any major 
change. However, in January 1948, the office of the Electrical 
Commissioner was amalgamated with the Central Technical Power 
Board and a new office 'Central Electricity Commission' was 
constituted. 

In 195 1, all subjects pertaining to natural resources, including 
water and electricity development, were transferred to the newly con- 
st,tuted Ministry of Natural Resources and Scientific Kgsearch. In 
the same year, the Central Waterways, Irrigation, and Navigation 
C~,mmission, and the Central Electricity Commission were merged 
to constitute the oflice of the 'Central Water and Power 
Cc ~mmission'. 

Tn the First Five Year Plan, Irrigation and Power projects of the 
country accounted for one third of the total outlay, and hence it was 
deemed proper to create a separate Ministry of Irrigation and Power. 
Consequently, in May 1952, Government of India announced the 
creation of new Ministry which actually came into existence in 
August 1952, and it continued to function till 19b0 and thcre- 
after. 

During this period the Ministry of Irrigation and Power to& up 
various programmes relating to water resources management. In the 
wake of unprecedented floods, the Ministry launched the National 
Flood Control Programme in 1954, to protect land from frequent 
floods, and constituted the Flood Control Board. In 1959, a new 
office called 'The Floods Forecasting Organisation' was also created 
to issuc flood forecasts on the river Yamzrna for Delhi Railway 
bridge. 

A very important development took place in the year 1960 when 
the Indus Water Treaty was signed beween India and Pakistan. Under 
the Treaty, both the countries would have one commissioner each 
for the Indus Waters and these two Conlmissioners together constituted 
the permanent Indus Commission. The purpose and functions of the 
Commission were to establish and maintain co-operative arrangements 
for implementation of the Treaty. 



hlINlSTRY OF LABOUR AND EMPLOYMENT 

Migrat~on of working class people from rural to urban areas 
slulted in a considerable degree with the gradual growth of organised 
industry in India in the nineteenth century. In the first1 half of that 
century, problem of labour and their working conditions, however, 
did not appear grave. Therefore, all questions conoernrng labour 
were dealt wirhin the Military Board (1786-1855), Public Branch 
of Home Department ( 1850-1 855 ) , and Public Works Department 
on it's crcation on 7 February 1855. 

Establishment of a large number of factories alongwith the rise 
of nlinel-a1 and coal mining operations in the latter half of the nine- 
teenth century led bo corresponding rise in the number of both 
skilled and unskilled labourers working in factories and mincs. 
Working conditions and welfare of these labourers soon drew atten- 
tion of the Government and legislations were enacted for regulating 
labour in organized factories and mines. 0 1 1  1 July 1881, Indian 
Factory Act was passed, which provided safety measues for fiictory 
workers alongwith prescribing minimum age limit and maximum 
working hours for child labour.' Adminis~ation of this Act, and 
work regarding factories were within the purview of the Judicial 
Branch of the Home Department. In 1901, Indian Mines Act wus 
passed and it provided for sanitation, and safety in the mines. 

Following the Mines Act of 1901, two important institutions, 
namely, Directorate General of Mines Safety, and Bureau of P v l i s  
Inspection wcre set up in Calcutta in 1901 and 1902 respectively. 
The Directorate administered the provisions of safety, health and 
welfare of mine workers as stipulated in the Mines Act, while the 
Bureau made regular inspection of-mines. In 1904, the Bureau was 
named as Department of Mines, and in 1909 itr was shifted to Dhan- 
bad which has since been the seat of that orgnnizati~n.~ 

On 1 March 1905, when a separate Department of Commerce 
and Industry was created, many subjects were transferred to it f rog  
various Departments. In trhis transfer, the new Department obtain- 
ed 'Factories' from Home Department, 'Geology and Minerals' from 
Revenue and Agricultural Department, and 'Labour', and 'Civil 
Works' (Coal and Iron) from Jkblic Works Department. In 191 7, 
re-distribution of work in the Department of Commerce and Industry 
resulted in the creat4on of two new Branches-Mines Regulations 

1 .  For details about the Act, see "Legislative Department papers rclnting to 
Act XV of 188lW, (National Archives of India. New Delhi). 

2. On 1 January. 1960, the name of the Orgnnimtion was again cbangcd to 
office of the Chief Inspector of Mines. 

11  1 



Branch, aad Mineral Resources Branch. While the former was to 
cnforce mine regulations, the latter was to take care of development 
of mineral resources in India. 

With the Constitution of the Board of Industries and Muqitions 
on 1 March 1920. all matters relating to industries including ~ a b o u r  
were transferred to it from Department of Commerce and Igdustrigs. 
Thus, kgisiation of labour problems, introduction of labur  wel- 
fare schemes, administration of Labour Bureau and participation in 
the meetings of the International Labour Organisation etc. came 
under the administrative control of this Board Later, on the recom- 
mendation of the Board a Separate Department of Indusiries was treat- 
ed in 192 1 .' This Department was again re-organized in April 1923 
and named as Department of Industries and Labour thus mgognizing 
for the firs8 tjmc the need for a specialized Department to deal with 
matters relating to labour. 

An important out-come of unemployment con\ en tion held under 
the auspices of International Labour Organization in 1919, was the 
establishment of' a system of free employment agencies under the 
control of a central authority. Creation of such empiojment agen- 
cies, however, was not considered necessary in the Indian context, 
since it was argued that demand for industrial labour was more than 
the supply. It was, however, considered desirable to encourage 
migration of agricultural labour from certain congested areas and the 
creation of regular Public employment agencies in such cases, which 
were considered desirable. Thereafter, Government of India passed 
many Acts from time to time covering benefit measures for workers, 
such as social security, wage and bonus, funds apd other facilities 
for welfare, protection of child labour and training and safety in fac- 
tories and mines.5 

The Royal Commission on Labour, which had been appointed 
on 4 July 1929 to report on the existing conditions of labour in in- 
dustrial undertakings, and plantations in British India, examined, 
among other things the proposal to establish employment exchanges 
in India. The Committee in its report submitted in 1931, observed 
that time was not opportune for setting up of such exchanges. Mean- 
while, questions relating to enactment of a legislation and administra- 
tion of the subject 'Unemployment' were transferred from the Cen- 
tral to the Provincial Governments under the provisions of Govern- 
ment of Lndia Act 1935. Both Central and several provincial Gov- 

3. In 1918, India had become a member of rhe Jnternational Labour Orga- 
nization, and a year later an Indian delegation attended the unemployment 
convention held under the auspices of the said organization. 

4. For details regarding Department of Industries and also for Beard of 
Induptries and Munition5 see chapter "Ministry of Commerce and in dust^]". 

5. The various Acts included wholesale revision of the Factories Acts in 1922 
with suhequent further amending .4ct5 of 1923. the Trade Union .Act of 
1926 and the amending Act of 1928, and the Trade Disputes Acts of 
1929, etc. 



ernments, thereupon, appoinied separate C o L n m i t ~  to investigate 
JdTerent aspects of labour and employmeot problems.' 

On 8 November 1937, Department of L a h  and I n d b  was 
biiurcated rnto two Departments, namely, Department of Labour, 
and Department of Communications. While Industries went to 
ment of Commerce, Work alloued to the newly created E!Ei 
kpartment was divided under two administrative heads namely, (i) 
Laoour and ( i ~ )  Mms.  Subjects hke Factories, Workmen's Campn- 
stion, 'lrade hputes ,  Trade Unions, International Labour, Sta- 
tutory supervision of Labour on Railways, Labour in Docks, e-tc., came 
under the head 'Labour', whde .M~nerals and Geology, khgratian, 
Printmg and Stationery, Technical Education, Satet y Legislatioa etc. 
came under the admmstration of head 'Mineb'. In add~uon, all ths 
Branches which dealt with the subject 'Labour' in the erstwhile De- 
partment of industries and Labour were transferred to tbe n e H  
llepartment. 

rZhZ act~vities of Jkpiirtment of Labour increased consiJeraMy 
during the Second World War. In 1940, National Service Labour 
Fribunals were set up fouowing promulgation of National S s h -  
(Technical Personnel) Ordinance. Tribunals organ& Tech- 
nical Training Schemes with the object to proyide skilled tabnical per- 
sonnel for armed forces. As the Second World War progr-esH 
voluntary employment exchanges for skilled and semi-sk@ed per- 
sonnel were sct up for the first time under the aegis of Chese TriN- 
oals. During the period 1943-44 employment exchanges were st.[ 
up at embay,  Ahmedabad, Calcutta, Delhi, Jamshedpur, Kanpur, 
Nagpur, Madras, Lahore and Karachi on experimental basis and re- 
mained under ihe control of the National Service Tribunals till 1945. 

Another sigruficant programme that started durjng the war period 
was the War Technicians Training Scheme ( 1940). It was a cr_a& 
programme to meet urgent requirements of defence forces as well as 
the industries engaged in defence production. Ln fad, this marked 
the beginning of the Vocational Training Scheme in the country. A 
year later, Government of India established a Directorate of Cost of 
L ' i g  Index Scheme at Shimla for compilation, and s mi nation d 
labour statistics. S u ~ u e n t l y ,  the need for comprehensive labour 
statistics was felt in the context of formulation of labour policy for 
which Government needed a permanent central organization for col- 
lection and dissemination of dependable statistics relating Lo labour. 
The Directorate of Cost of Living Index Scheme was therefore, re- 
christened as Labour Bureau on 1 October 1946 with enlarged 
functions. 

6. Noteworthy among these Committees were Unemployment Committee 
(1935) under the Chairmanship of Sir Tcj Bahsdur Sapru, hbour  Enquiry 
Committee (1938) under the Chairmanship of Dr. Rajendn Prasad. Bihar 
Labour Enquiry Committee (1940) also under the Chairmanship of 
Dr. Rajendra Prasad, and Bombay Textile Iabour Enquiry Committee 
(1940) under the Chairmanship of hlr. Juctice H. V. Divatia. These 
Committees recommended establishment of employment exchanger at 
dserent place& 



In 1943, Office of the Chief Adviser, Factories was established 
to advise the Government, various industries and other concerned 
organizations on matters relating to safety, health, and wclfare of 
workers in factories. It also dealt with nlalters relating to adn1inistri1- 
tion of Factories Act. 

Towards the end of the war, need for an organization that could 
facilitate orderly absorption into civil life of a large number of war- 
service personnel and war workers facing discharge was felt. 'rhe1.r- 
fore, Department of Labour prepared ii scheme for setting up of a 
Resettlement and Enlployment Organization and obtained the neces- 
sary concurrence of the Provincial Governments. The Directorate 
General of Resettlement and Employment was thus created in July 
1945 with the object of supervising, coordinating and directing the 
work of the Central and Regional offices of the Director General. 
Soon a number of Employnlent Exchanges were set up by the Office 
of the Director General throughoi~t the coi~nt ry .~  

Thus, during World War 11 activities of the Labour Department 
had become so unwieldy that the Government of India decided to 
split it up on 8 April 2946, into two Departments, viz. Department 
of Works, Mines and Power, and Department of Labour. Subjects 
relating to Labour problems alongwith administration and control of 
Employment Exchanges, Technical Training Centres, and Labour 
Tribunals came under the supervision of Department of Labour. In 
addition, this Department was entrusted with the responsibility of re- 
habilitation of demobilised civil and military pcrsonnel. 

Department of Works, Mines and Power, on the other hand, took 
charge 04 Public Works. Mines, Gec3logical Survey. Stationery and 
Printing, Boilers and Explosives etc. In this year, Department of 
Labour as well evolved a five year programme of legislative and 
administrative measures in consultation with thc State Governments, 
and all India Organisations of en~ployers and workers. The pro- 
gramme covered all aspects of labour activities and labour welfare si~ch 
as prescription of minimum wages, romotion of fair wage agree- 
ments, limitation or reduction of the [ ours of work in mines to bring 
them in line with the working hours in the factories, prescription of 
conditions of recruitment and terms of service, machinery for deal- 
ing with trade disputes, health insurance, maternity benefits etc. 

On 29 August 1947, Department of Labour became Ministry af 
Labour. Main respo~~sibilitv of this Ministry was to lay down policy 
for subjects like Employment, Wages, Welfare of Labour, Trade Union 
Industrial Relations, Social Security of Labour, etc. 

A few more changes, particularly in the field of e~llployrne~lt took 
place in the post-independence period. 111 September 1947, appoint- 

7.  Of the Employment Exchanges established. were one Central, seven 
Reaional. forty five SukKegionnl, and two Speciitl Exch;~ngcs (one for 
naval and one for aircraft trade). 



ments under the Central Government in Delhi, which were till then 
under the Central Employment Exchange, were transferred to Delhi 
Regional Employment Exchange. As a result, Central Employment 
Exchange at the Headquarters was left with the job connected ex- 
clusively with vacancy clearing. Consequently, Central Exchange 
was redeaignated as the 'Central Clearing House' to act as an inter- 
provincial clearing house for applicants and vacancies within the 
various mgions. Then in April 1950, Employment Exchanges operat- 
ing in Princely States were brought under the administrative control 
of Director General, Resettlement and Employment, as required under 
lh Financial Integration Scheme of the Government of India.8 

In 1952, Government of India had set up the Training and Em- 
ployment Services Organization Committee which submitted its report 
in 1954. Recommendations made in this report were implemented 
from time to time. In 1956, Occupational Information and Research 
Programme was initiated, while in 1957, Vocational Guidance and 
Employment Counselling began to function. 

With effect from 17 April 1957, Ministry of Labour was dcsi at- 
ed as W s t r y  of Labour and Employment, and thus the su $" ject 
'employment' received its due importance. The new Ministry dealt 
with subjects like Labour Welfare and Trade Unions, Industrial and 
Labour Disputes, Factory Labour, Unem loyment Insurance and 9 Health Insurance, Labour employed in R ways, Major Ports, Mines 
and Oilfields, participation in International Labour Conference, etc. 
Under this Ministry, Central Board for Workers Education was e s t a l ~  
iished at Nagpur in September 1957 with the main object of organiz- 
ing educational programmes on matters connected with managcment 
of trade unions and allied subjects. Further in December 1958. The 
first University Employment and Guidance Bureau was started in Delhi 
University. Again in January 1959, the first special Employmcnt 
Exchange for the Physically Handicapped wns set up in Bombay. 

-- 
8 ,  Employment Exchanges had been opened in 1946 in seventeen Princely 

Statea. The states, which had not openad Employment Exchanger, were 
linked with the nearest Employment Exchange in Bdtieh India. 
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MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS 
(RAILWAY BOARD) 

Both passenger and goods traffic on railways in India had their 
beginning in mid-nineteenth century. The fust railway line to carry 
passengers from Bombay to Thane was opened on 16 April 1853: 
The first railway track of commercial significance was completed in 
August 1854 and it was to carry coal between Raniganj and Calcutta. 
While these modest beginnings were made, matters concerning diffe- 
rent aspects of railways, viz. laying of tracks, construction of bridges, 
acquisition of rolling stock, etc. were sorted out m various Branches 
of Home Department till separate railway proceedings began to be 
recorded in the same Department with effect from July 1850. AB 
these functions were, however, handed over to the Public Works 
Department when it was created on 7 February, 1855. 

Gradual extension of railways in the country rendered it necessary 
to have a comprehensive statute which could regulate working -of 
raitways in the country and give it a definite base. Indian Railwa 
Act was therefore passed in 1890 to lay down in greater detail $ 
power and responsibilities of the Railway administration, which in- 
cluded inspection of railways, construction and maintenance of works, 
railway commissions, traffic facilities, etc. 

In the beginning of the 20th century railway work had outgrown 
the machinery designed to deal with it and it was realised that the- 
was unnecessary delay in disposing of business and little attention was 
being paid to the commercial aspect of railway policy and under- 
takings. Consequently, in 1901, Thomas Robertson was appointed 
as Special Commissioner for Indian Railways "to enquire into and 
report upon the administration and working of Indian railways". In 
his report submitted on 25 March 1903, Thomas Robertson recom- 
mended that the administration of railways should be entrusted to a 
small Board comprising a President or Chief Commissioner, who 
should have a thorough practical knowledge of railway working. He 
should be assisted by two other Commissioners, who should be men 
of high railway standing and should have similar training as that of 
the Commissioner. He also suggested tlhat the Board should he assist- 
ed by a Secretary and a Chief Inspector of Railways who might 
tender advice on all technical, engineering and mechanical questions. 
These recommendations having been accepted, the Railway Board 
was constitu<ed by a Resolution of the Government of India dated 
18 February 1905. It was later given statutory powers under the 
Railway Board Act of 1905. The Railway Board started functioning 
in March 1905 and was placed under the administrative control of 
Department of Commerce and Industry. 



In May 1m7, a Committee on Indian Railway Finance and Ad- 
ministration was appointed under the Chairmanship of Sir Jamcs 
Mackay (later Lord Inchcape) to report on among other thinpa, h 
working of Railway Board and suggest measures to improve its func- 
tioning. In its report submitted on 5 March 1908. the Cornmi- 
recommended that constitution of the Board should be rnodikl a d  
it should consist of a President and two members, one experienced ia 
railway construction, and the other in railway trafEic. Mcanwu, 
Secretary of State for India had suggested in January 1908, b t  
Chairman of the Railway Board should be made an ex-o&o 
Qcretary to the Government of India so that he could be in direct 
relations with Commerce and Industry Member of the Governor 
Clnoral's Executive Council. This suggestion emanated from the fact 
that subordination of the Railway Board to the Department of Com- 
merce . - and Industry had confined the presentation of important rait- 
way business, first to the concerned Member of the Council and then 
the Governor General, in the hands of non-experts on railway malten. 
Further the Chairman, Railway Board, was at times excluded from the 
final discussion on railway business and their expert views were 
igpored. As a result of these suggestions, a Resolytion was passed 
on 18 September 1908. by which Chairnlan of the Railway Bard 
became "President, Railway Board". He was also endowed with 
enhanced powers and he could overrule his colleagues in case hc 
did not agree with them on any proposal. Further, the President 
was made ex-oficio Secretary to Government of India. Henceforth, 
he gained the right to have direct access to both the Governor 
General and the Commerce and Industry Member of the Executim 
Council. Though the title of the Railway Board remained unchang- 
ed, the Board and its staff were designated collectively as the Railway 
Dcpartment, which was distinct from and independent of Departrncnt 
of .Commerce and Industry. The Resolution came into force hoar 
1 October 1908. 

In 1912, congestion of Indian railways led to the appointment of  
a fourth member to deal exclusively with trafEic problem. But this 
arrangement was set aside in January 1914 when ~t was decided that 
the Board should consist of three members instead of the existing four 
asd each member of the Board, including the President, should be 
incharge of a Branch or Branches of the Board's work with power 
to dispose of minor cases without reference to the Board as a whole. 
Further, one of the members selected was also required to possess 
fqancial and administrative or commercial experknce. This mange- 
ment was duly approved by the Secretary of Skte for India. Yet 
another series of changes in the organizational structure and function- 
ing of the Railway Board were introduced in January 1920, when 
it was decided that the Board would consist of three railway e x m  
with a Financial Adviser.' 

1. The Financial Adviser, who would bc a menlber of Finance Department, 
- nras to have a seat on the Board for deliberati\;e purposes. He was alm 

given access to all proceedings ;ind files. 



In November 1920, Sir William Acworth headed a Committee to 
further report on the management, finance, future conlrol and orgdni- 
zation of the railways. In its report submitted to the Secretary of 
State for India on 13 September 1921, the Committee recommended 
various measures aimed at improvement and development of the 
railway system in India, which involved separation of Railway Fin- 
ances from the General Finances. It as well secured stability for 
civil estimates by providing for an assured contribution for Railway 
Revenues and also to introduce flexibility i l l  1 he acl~ninistration of 
Railway finances. Railway Board was consequently, re-organized 
with effect1 from 1 April 1924. Main feature5 of lhrs re-organization 
scheme were : (i) appointment of a Chief Commissioner as head of 
the Railway Board, (ii) inclusion in the Railway Board of an officer 
of the Finance Department to be designated as the Financial Commis- 
sioner, (iii) distribution of work among Members of the Railwa 
Board by subjects rather than by territorial divisions, and (iv ! 
strengthening of technical and administrative staff of the Board's 
office. Four Directors were also appointed for implementing the 
re-organisation scheme effectively. Each of the Directors headed one 
of the four main branches, namely, Mechanical Engineering, Civil 
Engineering, Establishment and Traffic. In 1929, an additional post 
of Member, Railway Board was created to deal with the staff and 
labour questions. 

In 1937, when Department of Communications was established, 
Railway Board was put under the Member of the Executive Coullcil 
inchargc of Communications, and the Secretary to the Department of 
Communications, became ex-oficio Member of the Railway Board. 
In July 1942, when the War Transport Department was cuzated, the 
Railway Board was placed under the Member of Executive Council 
incharge of this newly created Department2. Subsequently, Secretary 
to Department of War Transport, replaced his counterpart in the 
Department of Communications a$ ex-oficio Member of the Railway 
Board. Thir position contini~ed unti l  Au~ust 1947. 

Following independence of India, the Railway Departnlent was 
designated as the Ministry of Railways (Railway Board) with effect 
from 29 August 1947. With the introduction of further changes on 
1 April 1951, the post of the Chief Commissioner was held in abey- 
ance and a functional member of the Board was made its Chairman, 
who in that capacity acted as ex-oflcio Secretary to the Government 
in the Ministry of Railways. The special position of the Finzgncial 
Commissioner was left undisturbed and he was given the ex-oflcio 
status of the Secretary to the Government in the Ministry of Railways 
so far as financial matters were concerned. Moreover, each of the 
three functional members of the Board was to deal with Etigincering, 
Staff and Transportation questions independenfy. Further, the Rail- 
way Board functioned as a Corporate body and advised the Minister- 
in-charge on all major questions of railway policy. - 
2. War Transport Department had been created to meet the rapidly growing 

transport requirements caused by World War n. 



In Octobe~ 1954, the Railway Board was eldarged with tbe inclu- 
sion of one more member to its existing strength. Further, the post 
of Chief Comnlissioner, which was held in abeyance shce 1951, was 
lrvlved and tht: Chairman, Railway Board, assumed the powers of the 
Chiet Commissioner. In that capacity, he continued to function as 
ex-oficio Secretary to the Ciovernment in the Mrnistry of Railways. 
During Second Five Year Plan ( 1956-1961 ), there was tremendous 
growth in tile volume of work in the Rarlway Ministry, particularly 
in respect ot planning and execution of various railway projects. It 
becanle necessary, therefore, to further strengthen the Board and thus, 
five additiofial members of the rank and status of General Managers 
of Railways were appointed on 25 June 1956 to assist the Board in 
its work. Each of these live additional members took charge of one 
of the fivc distinct groups of subjects, namely, major civil engineering 
works, rzniodclling and expansion of mechanical workshops and 
production units, colil~llercial matters, account, and recruitn~ent and 
training of stafl respectively. 'The additional members were not re- 
quired to attcnd meetings of the Board except on the occasions when 
they were invited to discuss things relating to their work. 



GROWTH OF THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS 

Home Department 
(1 843) 

Public Works Department 
(1855) 

I 

I 

Rail way Board 
(1905) 
I 

Railway Department 
(Railway Board) 

(19W 

Ministry of Railways 
(Railway Board) 

( 1  947) 



RECORDS AVAILABLE IN THE NATlONlU ARCHIVES OF INDIA 

A. Railway BoardIRailway Department 1 905- 1 946 

H. Ministry of Railways 1947-1955 

C. Other Groups 

Separate Annual Indices of ail the above groups excepting the d e  under ' 0 t h  
Groups' are available. An~lual Jndiw of De artrnents of Homt,(Public, Revenue), 

- - - -- 
P and Public Works may, however, be consulted or the records prior to 1905. 

SI Description- . Inclusive Bolk 
No. years r-----A 

- -. -- -- - ----- -- -- 
Bundles Volume _ -  - 

1 2 3 4 

A. RAILWAY BOARD/RA&WAY DEPARTMENT 
1905-1946 

Name of the Branch 
1. Accounts . 1905-1925 17 
2. Accounts I . . 1941-1946 7 
3. Accounts I1 . . 1941-1946 4 
4. Accounts-Establishment . 
5. Air Raid Precautions ,. 
6. Budget 
7. Cash 
8. Code " 

9. Constructio~l 
10. Establishment 
11. Finance 
12. General 

13. Labour 
14. Library 
15. Mechanical . 
16. Priority 
17. Project . . 

18. Programme . 
19. Registrar's . 
20. Reconstruction . 
21. Statistics. 
22. Statistical 
23. Statistical 'and Technical . 

. . 24. Stores 



-- -- - 
1 2 3 4 

-- - - -- --- --- (i) (i i )  ----- - ---- 
25. Stores and Mechanical . . 1943-1944 11 - 
26. Technical . 1925-1929 24 - 
27. Traffic . 1905-1943 273 - 
28. Trafflc (Comnwrcial) . . 1944-1946 2 - 
29. Trafic (Transport ation) . . 394-1946 2 - 
30. Trafflc (General) . . 1944-1946 1 - 
3 1. Way and Works . . 19161925 63 - 
32. Works . .  . . 1930-1946 110 - 

Nome of the Brottch 

1. Accounts I . 
2. Accounts 11 . 
3. Budget 
4. Cash 
5. Establishment 
6. Establishment-Special . 
7. Establishment-Co-operative 
8. Establishment-Tribwnnl . 
9. Economic Adviser's 

10. Finance 
11. General 

12. Mechanical . 
13. Project 

14. Partition 

15. Preferential T d c  

16. Refugee Traffic . 
17. Reconstruction . 
18. Record 

19. Railway Equipment Store (Coal) 

20. Statistical . 
21. Stores 

22. Traffic (Commercial) . 
23. T M c  (Transportation) . 
24 Traffic (General) . 
25. Telecon~munication 

26. Works 



C. OTHER GROUPS 

1. Office of the Accountant General of 
Railways . 

2. O h  of the Controller of Railway 
Accounts. 

(a)  Nnrrs of rhs Branch 

(i) Accounts . 
(ii) Administration 

(iii) Establishment 

n(iv) General . 
(v) Statistical . 

(b) Statement of Capital and Rcventrr 
accorrnts of 

(i) Assam-Bengal Railway Compv~y . 
(ii) Bengal Doar's Railway Company . 
(iii) Bengal and North-Wester~l 

Railway Comqany 

(iv) Bengal-Nagpur Railway Company . 
(v) Bengal Central Railway Company 

(vi) Bombay-Baroda and Central India 
Railway . . 

(vii) Calcutta Sou th-Eastern Railway . 
(viii) Delhi-Umballa-Kalka Railway . 
(ix) East Indian Railway . 
(x) Eastern Bengal Railway Company 

(xi) Great Indian Peninsula Railway 
Company 

(xii) Great South Indian Railway 
Company 

(xiii) Indian Tramways Company . 
(xiv) Indian Branch Railway Conlpany 

(xv) Indian Midland Railway Company 

(xvi) Madras Railways Company . 
(xvii) Madras and Southern Mahratta 

Railway Company . 



- ----- 
1 2 3 4 

(i) (ii) 
--- - - ---- .- --a - - - 

(xviii) Noakhali (Bengal) Railway 
Company . 1900-1906 - 1 

(xix) Oudh and Rohilkhand Railway 
Company . .. 186'3--1917 - 

. . . . 5 

(rx) Rohilkhand and ~ & a o n  Railway 1882-1923 - 3 

(xxi) Sind Railway Company . . ' 1835-1877 - 7 

(xxii) Sind, Punjab and Delhi Railway 
Company . . 1877-1907 - 2 

(xxiii) South Mahratta Railway Conv 
pany : . . 1882-1908 - 3 

(xxiv) South'. Bihar Railway Conipany . 1895-1910 - 1 



.SOME SIGNlEICANT DOCUMENTS AVAILABLE IN THE 
SERIES . . .. , , . 

1. Proposal fot a rail-line between Calcutta and Mirzapur. 
Home, Revenue, 19 April 1845, Nos 1-3. 

2. Report by F. W. Simms,. Consultant Engineer to the Gov- 
ernment of India, on the proposal for constructing a railway 
line from Calcutta to Diamond Harbour. 

Home, Legislative, 13 February 1847, No. 17. 
3.  Minute of Lord Dalhousie on the East Indian Railway 

Company artd introduction of railways in India. 
Home, Railway, 2 August 1850, No. 48. 

4. Plan of linking Northern and Sourthern India by railways. 
Public Works, Railway 'A', November 1866, Nos. 17- 
22. 

5. General principles governing delegation of powers of the 
Governor General in Council under section 144 of the 
Indian Railways Act, 1890. 

Public Works, Railway Traffic 'A', July 1890, Nos. 
38-41. 

6. Report by Thomas Robertson, Special Commissioner for 

. -  ' 

lndian Railways, on the administration and working of the 
. . 

Indian railways. 
Public Works, Railway Projects 'A', March 1904, Nos. 
30-85. 

7. Establishment of a Technical School at Lilluah (West 
Bengal) . 

Public Works, Railway Establishment 'B', July 1904, - NOS. 59-60. 
8. Provisions of the Railway Board Act of 1905. 

Railway, Railway Traffic 'A', May 1905, Nos. 14-21. 

- -  . 
9. Measures for comforts and conveniences of third class 

, :  : *Railway passengers. 
Railway, Railway Traffic 'A', March 1906, Nos. 16-77. 

10. Reconstitution of the Railway Board as the Railway Depart-. 
,:. .-- . . .. . ment-on 1st October, 1908. 

Railway, Railway Establishment 'A', November 1908, 
_ .  NOS. 37-48. 

,.., 11 .- Pre~edence given to famine traffic on the railways. - .  - - .- . .. 
Railway, Railway Traffic 'A', December 1908, Nos. 

. - , - - 1 ~ 4 .  - 
.*- 

2 r ., - Extension-of Locomotive Workshops in Jamalpur. 
' I  Railway, Railway Constructions 'B', December ' 1908, 

Nos. 320-322. 



13. Proposed adoption on all railways of a general code of 
whistle to indicate the comm~~nication cord having been 

H pulled by a passenger. 

Railway, Railway Tratfic 'A', November I91 1 ,  Nos. 
56-57. 

14. Report on the work done by Railway Cornparlies in British 
and Gennan East Africa. 

*- Railway, Railway Establishment 'B', May 1917, No. 
642-E-17/ 1-2. 

15. Contribution of the Indian Railways during the First 
World War. 

Railway, Railway Traffic 'A', December 1917, No. 
I. T-17/3-45. 

16. British Columbia timber for Public Ssrvices in India, 
Railway, Railway Stores 'B', June 1918, No. 637-S- 
17/1-5. 

17. Proposed construction of a light railway from Akhaura to 
Bircudranagar via Agartala in the Hill Tippera State. 

Railway, Railway Projects 'B', Duly 1919, No. 950-P- 
16/1-13. 

P 

18. Report alongwith drawings, on reidorced concrete sleepers 
by Messrs Rendel Palmer and Tritton, Consulting Engineers 
to the India Office. 

Railway, Railway Stores 'B', August 1919, No. 388-S- 
18/18-21. 

19, Railway Board's memorandum in respect of recommen- 
dations contained in the report of the Committee on Indian 
Railways. 

Railway, Financial 'A', January 1923, No. 800-F/ 14- 
19. 

20. Railway development in connection with Sutlej Valley 
Irrigation Scheme. 

4 Railway, Project, June 1924, No. 1084-P/27. 

21. Transfer of administrative control of the Aden Railway to 
military authorities. 

Railway, Project, May 1925, No. 888-P/1-11. 

22. History of the Indian Railways : constructed and in pro- 
gress, corrected upto 31 March 1925. 

Railway, Statistics, May 1926, No. 73 1St/3-4. i 

23. Service Regulations affecting Railway Establishments. 

Railway, Establishment, June 1929, No. 8373-E/1. , 



24. Memorandum by Major H. W. Wagstaff on the manage- 
ment and operation of Indian Railways in recent yeam. 

Railway, General, November 1933, No. 72-G-1/1-27. 

2 5. Reconstruction of Railway property damaged by earthquake 
at Uuetta. 

Railway, Works, February 1937, No. 2268-W/1-44. 

26. Suggestions from public regarding amendment of the Indian 
Railways Act, 1890. 

Railway, Traffic, October 1940, No. 860-T/61-66. 

27. Representations from public regarding standardization of 
Railway Gauges in India. 

Railways, Project, October 1947, No. P 47-C/82- 
31-45. 

28. Construction of new lines in Central India Agency. 
Railways, Project, November 1947, No. R 45-C:81/ 
States (4)/1-51. 

29. Relief work done fora Muslim Refugee train derailed at 
Amritsar on 23 September 1947. 

v Railways, Refugee Traffic, November 1948, No. RT/ 
44/1-9. 

30. Review of Refugee Movements, including arrangement for 
special trains. 

Railways, Refugee Traffic, November 1948, No. RT/ 
48/ 1-7. 

3 1. Constructiol.~ of new lines in P.unjab States. 
Railways, Project, October 195 1, No. R 45-C/81- 
States (3)/1-73.  

32. Project for electrification of Calcutta sub-urban area and 
other sections of the Eastern Railway under Aid F%o- 
grammes for 1954-1 955. 

Railways, F(X) I, October 1955, No. F(X) I-53/ 
PLN/2/ 1-46. 



MINISTRY OF REHABILITATION 

Partition days of the Indian sub-continent witnessed one of the 
largest migrution and cxodus in human history. The tragedy affected 
. hkhs of people who needed isiitticdiate rclief anrl subsequcrlt: rehabi- 
'litation. The task wils cnornious illid its ditnc~lsions wcre incon- 
ccivable. The Gover~i~nent of India, therefore, tlccided to tlicklc this 
problem through the specially creatcd Ministry of Relief nnd Rehil- 
bilitation. 'l'his Ministry canic into cxistencc 011 0 September 1947 
and i t  wils to deal with the problem of evacuation, rcception, disper- 
sal mid .rchabilit:rtion of poople, who had migrated Crom East and 
Wcst Pakistan ;IS a result of partition of Indir~.' 

At the ,outset, the Ministry of !Relief u n J  Kehabilitiltibn :was pri- 
marily concernai with riiaki~ig arrangenicnts for the safe ilnd speedy 
evacuation of Hitidl~s i111tl Sikhs, who waritctl to ~iiiprato to India. 011 
their :lrriv;ll i n  India, they wcrc providcd with Food, clothing,. shelter, 

' bnd.rnedical iittention, insido and outside tile camps. As rehabilitiition 
of displaced persons progressecl, various organisntions wcre created 
under the Ministry from time to titnc to cope wit11 thc work that in- 
crensed enormol~slv. The first imporlklnt thirilz that canie hcforc tho 
Ministry, was to providc proper guiduncc tu the refugees and to in- 
form t h k i  about tlic main ilctivitics of thc iicwly constituted Minis- 
try. For this purposc. a n  Information Bureau wns set u p  in tlie second 
week of' Sejitctiil~cr 1947." I ,  

Safegrriird of property of tlic partition afected people was yet 
;inother pressing problem that nccclkd urgetit attcntiori. Thcrefosc, on 

. I 4  Septetiiber 1947, Oovcrnh~ent oT 1he East Punjnb promulgated an 
Ordini~nce of EV:ICUL"L"S Propcrty witli ;I view to ~i~fegunrd thc pro- 
perty for tlic benefit oC the owner. Soon ufter, t l i i ~ .  Ordi- 
naict: was c x ~ c ~ ~ t l ~ l  LSI Dellii, and Oflicc oC thc Clustocliiin of 
Evncuce's Property stastch functioning to managl: Musli~tl evacuee's 
pjr~pcrty. The Custodii~n-Generill managed tlic evitcuee's broperty and 
\v;is responsible for tlic Ici~sc of theso properties, f or  tlicir niriintc~lancc, 
;~nd  for tlic collection ol' rcnt. I'hc vacant evncucc liouscs wcrc uti- 
lizccl for providing slicltcr to tlic displiiced persons. 

Massive ~nigratiou of 1047 had rcsulted in  menibers of many a 
Family losing contact witli each othcl-, ant1 in loss ul' villuablc propcr- 
... - -  - 

I .  Acco~.cling to 1051 <'ensils, ;~hcrut 74,00,000 persons got tlispli~cetl in the 
;I 1011. col~rsc o f  the migr t '  

2. Most of the I'~~ovitic.ii~l (iovc~.nrncr~ls al\o csti~blishctl scp;~l.i~lc liclicr ant1 
Kchi~hililiition I>epnrtmcnts-Fnst l'unji~h ;\nil llnitcd IJro\tinces being the 
f i ~ . r t  to (lo so in September, 1947. 



ties. This Ministry, therefore, initiated many steps to tm rn ibb i -q  

perlions and help in the recovery of property. On 1 October 1947, 
'Displaced Persons Enquiries, and Search Scrvica Organisoiroa' was 
set up to facililale co1ll;lcl umong lllissing relatives and to re-unlte 
separilrd I'anlilics. 111 addition, Seal-c11 Scrvice Bureau were esrab- 
lisked ot Amritsar, Delhi, Jullilndlar and Kurukshetra lo assist the 
main organisation in its work. On 1 October 1947, itself, Proprty 
C'lairns Ofliccs under separate Registrars, were opened at Delhi a d  
Ajmer. Later, 011 I 0  October 1947, a Fact Finding Organisation was 
set up to conlpile recud of the hrsl hand cvidence relating to t r a v  
inddents that had occurred in Western Pakistan, and Jammu and 
Kashmir State in the wake o f  Partition. 

A~nong the nlany tasks which had to be tackled after Partition, 
none perhaps was more difficult and yet more urgent than the care 
and rahabilitation of unattached women and children. 'I'hus. a sepa- 
rate Women Section was created in the Ministry on 24 No\:emher 
1947 to extend help in  recovery of abducted women and children, to 
organise relief work for them, and to rehabilitate them.' 

Speedy evacuation ol  population as causcd by mass migration 
was. another important subject that called for government action. So, 
o11.14 January 1948, the p s i  of Director General of Evacuation was 
created to rntike necessary arrangenlents for the speedy cvacuation of 
non-Muslim refugees. Direclor General of Evacuation was assisted 
by a Director of Relief stationed at New Delhi, and by a Director of 
Evacuation, each for Rajputana, Kathiawar. Bombay and Central 
Province. Two more d tcers  designated as 'Directors' tcwk charge d 
'Evmcuation' and 'Transit Camp' respeotivcly. These two sections con- 
tinued to f~lt~otion as part of thc Ministry uplo 3 1 March 1948. 'I he 
Oflice of Director Gcncral of Evacuation was. however, abolished on 
16 March 1948, and all its functions were taken over by the Minis- 
try. 

The Ministry of Relief and Rehabilitation established a Rehab%- 
tation Board cm 1 0  Fchruitry 1948. This Board was to plan and exe- 
cute rc11,abilitation schemes iis part of the planned development of the 
country HS a whole. Although it was concerned primarily with urban 
rehabilitation. i t  undertook schctnes of iiprricultural development d 
new arms on the basis of co-operatives or large scale farming. On 
thk ' whole. the Board concetitratd on various development schemes 
includinl; Housing, Technical and Vocational Training, arld Industries, 
etc. 

With effezt froin 15 Februarv 1948. a separate section cslled 
Hariinn Section started ftinctioning in thc Ministry to look after the 
interests of Harijan rcfugecs. atid thcir rehahilitntion. In June 1949. 
howevcr. the section was nholished and its work was taken over hv 

4. 1 aler ~cpnrnte Women ,%ction~ were set lip in \ariot~c Province*. TIw 
Womcn Section in the Central hfini\t~.y conlitrltell a* irn Advisorv Rrmr~l 
denling with policy mattcl-n. 



the Displactd Huijans Rehabilitation Board. A special ErnployrnGt 
Bureau was establishpd on 10 March 1948 for registering highly quali- 
fied refugees. But this work was soon transferred on 9 July 1948 to 
the charge of Ministry of Labour. 

In 1948, a re-organisation Committee with K. Santhanam, M.L.A. 
as Chairman, was apgointed to review different organisations work- 
ing under the Ministry, and to suggest its re-organisation. The Com- 
mittee submitted its report on 17 July 1948 and the Ministry was re- 
organised accordingly. As a sequal to this rsorganisation, 'Informa- 
tion Bureau', 'Registrar of Claims Office' and 'Facts Finding Organi- 
sation' were closed. Office of Deputy Director of Relief and Rehabi- 
Iitation, which had been opened in 1947, was also closed, and its 
work was taken over by Relief and Rehabilitation Commissioner wit11 
effect from 2 August 1948. The Liaison Office at Peshawar, which 
was set up in 1947, was closed with effect from 8 August 1948, as 
it was noticed that there was little likelihood of evacuation of remain- 
ing non-Muslims from the North-West Frontier Province at an early 
date. 

When relief work for refugees had substantially reduced, the Minis- 
try of Relief and Rehabilitation was re-christened as Ministry of Re- 
habilitation on 25 April 1949. Matters like evacuee's pro-perty, claims, 
compensation, and establishment of shelter for homeless invited 
immediate attention of the new Ministry. 

In October 1949, Government of India promulgated an Ordinance 
replacing all Provincial and State Evacuees laws, except those in force 
in the Eastern region. Under this Ordinance, Custodians of Property 
\*re appointed in different zones to whom all evacuee's property was 
vested. Later, this Ordinance was superseded by Administration of 
Evacuee's Property Act of 1950.5 

After passing of the Claims Act in 1950, Office of the Chief Claim 
M c e r  was created. This Ofiice invited claim applications from 
persons, who had abandoned their property in West Pakistan. On 
1 July 1950, Ministry was able to start registration of these 
claims, and more than 300 regional centres had to be established in 
various provinces to handle the job. Claims concerning pensions, 
provident fund, pay, leave salary and security deposits of displaced 
government servants and employees of local bodies were dealt with 
separately by central claims organisations. 

In 1950 itself, Government of India established homes and 
infirmaries with a view to providing shelter and to take care of 
unattached children, women, and their dependents, and the aged and 
the infirm, who had no meatis to support themselves. By the end 
of 1951, a Central Advisory Board was constituted to co-ordinate 
-- 

5. The operation of this Act was kept under constant review, and concessions 
and relaxations were offered from time to time until it nras fimlly repealed 
in 1954. 



activities in this field and it undertook to run institutions with funds 
provided by the Central Government. 

Sudden influx of refugees into West Bengal, Assam and Tripura 
in early 1950 forced the Ministry of Rehabilitation to set up a Branch 
of its Secretariat at Calcutta in March 1950, to tackle the problem 
of rehabilitation of those refugees. A few years later, on 30 June 
1954, Evacuee Property Act, which had till then covered the Weitern 
Zone only was promulgated to cover Eastern Zone as well. 

Mca~lwhile, ou 5 Nove~ilber 1953, Government of lndia intrw 
duced Interim Conlpensation Scheme. under which payment of 
compensation was made against verified c l a i m s . ~ o r  speedy impk- 
rnentation of this scheme, Regional Settlement Commissioners were 
appointed at Delhi, Ajmer, Jalendhar, Bombay, Bhopal Lucknow 
Jsupur, Indore, Calcutta and Naepur. In July, 1954, another scheme 
called 'National Discipline Scheme' was introduced. Main objective 
of this scheme was to train the younger generation mder a code of 
discipline, and to infuse in them ideals of good citizenship and 
comradeship. 

The year 1959 marked the beginning of the final phase in the 
work of rehabilitation of the displaced persons from East Pakigan. 
In pursuance of the decision to create an effective mac- for 
setting up of industries, to provide employment to displaced persons, 
Rehabilitation Industries Corporation Ltd. was established, with 
headquarters at Calcutta and the Corporation was registered on 
13 April, 1959.7 By the end of 1950s the task of rehabilitation of 
displaced persons had been more or less complete."erefore, it 
was decided to wind up the activities of the Ministry of Rehabilitation 
and to transfer the routine matters of rehabilitation to Ministry of 
Works, Mines and Power. 

6. The maximum amount payable to any claimant was f ied  at Rs. 8000, -. 
The compensation in each case constituted 16 percent to 20 percent of 
the amount of verified claim; the balance of the amount was to be given 
in the form of a rehabilitation grant. This Scheme was replaced by the 
Final Scheme approved by the Parliament in September, 1955. 

7. The Corporatio? devoted special attention to setting up of small industries 
as ancillary units to major industries, 

8. The only outstanding item was payment of compensation. 

10-510 Archive /87 



MINISTRY O F  WORKS, HOUSING AND SUPPLY 

During the course of its activities in India, East India Company 
unclertooh civil and ~liilitat-y co~lslruction works ill order to fulfil i l h  

politicill arril 11lilita1.y obi~cr i \ ,~ . ; .  111 tl~is conlext, i t  constructed 
numerous bridges, barrucks, ciuials, roads, cantonments and embank- 
111e111s. :\I1 \ilcIr co~lhl r.irc~io~i works u~lc lc .~ . l a  kc11 wl1t.t tlcr for niilitary 
or c i i ~  I I i C  i i i  t h  1 1 i  IIc.parlmcnt till 
1775. lic.,wc\,c~., \vl~cn a 130i1rcl of O r d t l i ~ ~ l i : ~  \vas cstitblished on 
8 April 1775. l'u~. ~.cgill:~li~~g 111iIita1.\~ cxpi>~~\cs.  I N ; I ~ I C I . S  c o t ~ w r ~ ~ i n g  
public \\,o~.hs were :llso t~.an\I'c~.rctl lo i f :  I l u t  ~ h c  I3oi11.cl ol' Ordnance 
was r ~ y l i r c ~ d  by rhc: Milil;~ry Uoi~rd in Rlay 1780. As u rcsult, all 
responsibi1ilie.s of public. works, i~lcliidillg ~ I I O S C  connected with con- 
struction and rcpair \ \30~.ks.  c;1111c urlder thC cotltrol of the Military 
Board. 

Acceleration of conslluctio~~ works in the first half of the nine- 
teenth century overburdened the R'lilitary Board with so much of 
work that the Board found it ditlicult to pay adequate attention to  all 
matters conccr~~ing pub1 ic work\. 'Therefore, it was decided in 
1850 10 w i t l ~ d ~ i ~ \ \  Ilr~~clioll\ ~.cli~ting I O  public works (civil) from 
Military Bc>a~.rl i111cl t r i~~lsfc~.  tllc~ii to lhe Public Branch of the Home 
Dcpa~.tnlcnl. b l a ~ l c ~ s  co l~c~~ 'n ing  ~nilit~rry \\ot.ks. ho~vcvcr, remaiticd 
with tht: Military Board urltil its abolition on 30 April 1855. 

Lord Uirlhoi~~ic. 1l1c ~ i o ~ c r ~ ~ o ~ ~ - ( ; c ~ t ~ c l . u l ,  cxprcsscd his displeasure 
over thc fu~lctioning of val-ious public work proiects, and described 
tlhc wholc \j\fcnl of P ~ ~ h l i c  Work\ . ~ s  ;I 'pa~cll\\"rk'. C'unseq~rcnlly. 
an olfice ol' Scc~ctary lo t l ~ c  (;ovcrnnlcnt 01' India i n  the Depal-tment 
of Public Work\ w;r\ crci~lccl ; \ni l  t l~us canlc: into existctlcc the Public 
Works Dupa 1.~nre11t for t hc \i~pc~.vi\iun ;tnd control of business 
relating to I'ur~lic Worlts. 1 t .  I W. . Hakc!. of thc Bengal 
Railway was ;lppointcd :I\ (hc lint Secretitry of tlie new Department 
with ~ J I ' C C L  frot~l 7 kcbl-i~irry 1855. Public Works Dcparlntent took 
over all functions relating to  Civil Buildings, Roads, Irrigation and 
Railways fronl the Public Branch of Home Department. On the 
atwlilion oI' I hc Military 13ourd on 30 April 1855, all activities of 
the 111iliti11.y c.ollstructio~l w o ~  k \  illso crrlne under the admi~listrative 
contl-01 of rllc I'ublic Works l lcpartrne~~l.  Business contlected with 
'Forest', which was both u~~cle l  rhr: Honle Department and Foreisen 
Departn~c~lt, \NIS transferred t o  the Public Works Department 011 

I .  Various proiccts 11nde1.1aken in thc tirst hiill ol thc nineteenth centurv 
were, works on the Eastern and Western Yornrtna canals (1817-1823), 
setting up of first public Post ORiw ( 18317). construction of first cxperi- 
mcntal Electric Telegraph l ilic ( 1  839). and formation of East Tndi:~ 
Railway Companv for. conlilrl~ction of ~ . i ~ i l w ; ~  y line (1845 ). 
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4 April 1861 in view of the rapidly increasing demand of timber 
for public works, railway, buildings etc. Later, on 1 April 1864, 
first Inspector General of Forests was appointed to streamline forest 
ad mini st ratio^^ in  India. Yet another change took place in May 1864 
when an Accouritant General was appointed in the Public Works 
Department to put the system of nccounts in order. 

Meanwhile, i l l  April 1804. work ot rhe Pul~lic Works Ikpart- 
ment was divided anlong tight branches, namely Military Works, 
Civil Works, Railway. F\lahlishment. Accounts. Revenue-Forests, 
Drawing, ;ind Registry. 

In September 1865, an Inspector Gencral of Military Works wm 
;tppointed to sul~ervise all lnililnry constructio~l works. The subiect 
'Irrigation', which was under rhc: Civil Works Branch, was consti- 
tuted into an independent branch on 1 J;~nuary. 1867. In September 
1869, Military Works, a ~ ~ d  Civil Works Branches were amalgamated 
to form one single Rrancli called "Buildings and Roads Branch.'- 
Moreover, on 30 April 1870, all busiiless connected with 'Telegraphs' 
was transferred to the Public Works Department from the Foreign 
Department. Matters concerning 'Forests', on the other hand, were 
transferred from Public Works Department to Department of Revenue, 
Agriculture and Commerce on its constitution in Junc 1871. 

The Railway Branch of the Public Works Department was 
cntrusted with the expansio~~ of the railway system in India and 
hence dealt with matters like survey for extension of railways, con- 
struction of railway tracks and railway stations, construction and 
repair of railway property, funds for railways. ctc. Initially rai1waj.s 
in the country were constructcd by two agencies, viz. ( 1 )  State 
Railways and (2)  Guaranteed Railways. The State Railways, which 
wcrc allowed to run through several Provinces and Princely States, 
were owned by the Government, who had full financial responsibilities 
over it .  The Guaranteed I-ailways, on the other hand, wcre owned 
;~nd nin by a number of privstc railway cornpanics. Right of audit 
and accounts, estimates of expenditure on pro.iects. financial transac- 
tion, accounts of stores, etc. of the private railway companics. 
however. remained with the Government of Tndia. 

By thc beginning of the twentieth century, expansion of railways 
in India had reached such a proportion that an independent Railway 
Board had to be established in 1905. Consequently, the Railway 
Branch of tlic Public Works Department was abolished and Railway 
Board comprising a Chairman and two Members was placed under 
the aditlinistrative control of a newly constituted Dcparment of Com- 
merce and Industry. Business relating to Government Coal Mines 
and Iron Works, Telegraph and Tcle~hones. Railway questions 
requiring refel-ence to Government of India. and commercinl aspects of 

2. Ruilding and Roads Branch was. l~owrvcr. split, npnin and the Civil 
Work!{ and Militnry Works Rrnnclies were restored ~ . i t h  effect from 
June. 1874. 



railway adnlinistration werc also transferred to the new Department 
from the Public Works Department. With effect from 1 April 1910, 
the control of audit ilnd i~ccoul~ts of' the Public Works Departnlent 
was transferred to the Firlalicc l k p a ~ ~ i l ~ ~ e n t .  Consequenply, it came 
under the purvic\\, of the c ~ ) ~ ~ ~ p ~ r ~ J I c r  G~'ner;~l.  

111 1920. t'i~blic Works l ) ~ ~ l ) ~ ~ r ( l l l t ' r l t  WilS e ~ l t r u ~ ~ c d  with responsi- 
bilities 01' all busi~~cub conneclccl with i~llolnlent of office accommo- 
dation to LllL. Go~er  rllncrlt or India Sccl.t.lariat and it's attached 
oficcs, J L ' ; I ~  1;1(e1.. I)i14ncsb rt'liltillg to Post and 'Telegraphs, 
Telephorlch, \Vir cIc4j I c I ~ ~ I ~ I I ~ I I ! ~ ,  C i ~ b l ~ h  g ~ ~ l d  C'ijfil Avi;ition was 
transferrccl ~ I . O I I I  tllc ( ' O I I I I I I ~ I . C * L *  ;I ~ l d  lntll~ut ry Dtpir~.l~nt.nr 10 the 
Pubtic \\'o~.hs Dt.p.~l tmtlit 

F;ollo\\,ir~g rcco~ur~lrnd;tlion of t he Ketrcncl~n~erl t Committee, 
Public Works Deyr~rtmcnt \\*as abolished on 4 May 1923, and all 
it's functions were taken ovcr by Department of Industries and 
Labour, which had cu1lic.1. bccn crt.i\ted in Aplil 1033. But when the 
Department of Indi~btry arltl Labour was bifurcated on 8 November, 
1937, into Depari~llent of I abuur. and Departme111 of  Communica- 
tions, all fu~lctioiis corlccrriinp Public Works were allotted to Depart- 
ment of Labou~. ': Ho\\cvel., i~clivities of llhc Dcpaltnlent of Labour 
increased so tre~nendously d i l~ . i~~g  the coi~rse and after the !kcond 
World War that i t  wilu ;\gain split 111, illlo two Dcp:~rtments, viz. 
Department 01' W'OI h\.  h,Iirlcs ;\rlcl Po\ver, ~ I I I L I  I ) ~ l ) i ~ ~ . I t l l t ~ l t  of L i t b~u~ .  
on 8 April 1940. I ~ L I I I C ( ~ ~ L I ~  [ I l i ~ t  \ v~ I . c :  i~ l l~~t ted  LO the Dcpurtment of 
Works. Mi~lcs ; I I I C ~  130\vcr. ~ I ~ C ~ L I C ~ C ' C ~  constrt~ctiorl ;111~1 rllaintenance of 
all Central Govtl.anrent Works nlid Estate Office, Central Water- 
Power, Irrigutio naud Navigation Co~~~rnission (including coordina- 
tion of Provirlci:ll Rive]- Vallcy Projects), Electl- city (including the 
Central Electricity Colnnlission) , Mines and Minerals, Regulation of 
the Mining Tndustry (except Coal), Oil Petrol and Petroleum Products 
(excluding productio~l of Synthetic Pctrol and Petrol Rationine), 
Administratic~n of 'Indian Explosive Act, 18 84', 'Boilers Act of 1923', 
Petroleilnl /\ci of 1934, Govc~.nme~~ t printing, and purchase and 
distributiorl of utillionery 10 all Gove~.n~iicnt oficcs. 

After independe~lce. Departnlent of Works, Mines and Power 
became the Ministry of Works, Mincs and Power with effect from 
29 Augi~st 1947. 

In 195 1 .  \vhe~i re-distributio~l of functions among the Ministries 
of Governnlent of India took place, work connected with 'Mines and 
Power' was transferred from the Ministry of Works, Mines and Power 
to a newly created Ministry of Natural Resources and Scientific 
Research. But at the same time the subject 'Ptoduction and Supply' 
came under i t  from the Ministry of Industries and Supply and cotn- 
bined with the subject 'Works'. C'o~~sequently, Ministry of Works, 
Mines and Power was designated as Ministry of Works, Production 
and Supply. This newly created Ministry was further bifurcated in 

3. The subject 'Jndusrries' was taken over by Department of Commerce. 



1952 into Ministry of Production, and Ministry of Works, Housing 
and Supply. Thereafter, functions like Public Works, Housing, 
Accommodation, Purchase and Disposal of Government Stores, 
Printing and Stationery, and Explosives and Boilers continued to ba 
adnlinistered by the Ministry of Works, Housing and Supply. 



GROWTH OF THE MINISTRY O F  WORUS, HOUSING AND SUPPLY 

Council at Fort William (1748). 
I 
I 

Pub1 ic 
(1764) 

I 
Board of Ordnance 

(1775 ) 

I 
Military Board 

(1785) 

I 
Public Department 
(Civil Works) 

(1850) 
I 
I 

I 
Military Board 

(Military Works) 
(1850) 

I 
I 

Public Works Department 
(1855) 

I 
I 

Department of ~ndustries arld Labour 
(1 923) 

~epar tmdnt  of Labour 
(1937) 

\ 

Department of Works, Mines and Power 
( 1946) 

I 
I 

Ministry of Works, Mines and Power 
(1 947) 

I 
Ministry of Works, Production and Supply 

(1951) 

Ministry of Works, Housing and Supply 
(1951) 

-- - . - -- . . -. 

+National Archives or India has in its custody records in regular series 
fi-c)nl 17411 



RECORDS AVAILGBLE IN THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES OF LND~A 

A Public Works Department . 1855-1923 

8. Industries and Labour Department 1923-1937 

C. Labour Department . 1937-1946 

D. Works, Mines and Power Department 1946- 1947 

E. Ministry of Works, Mines and Power . 1947-1951 

F. Ministry of Works, Production and Supply . 1951-1952 

G. Ministry of Works, Housing and Supply 1952-1953 

H Other Groups 

Separate Annual Iildices of all llle abave groups, excepting Labour D2partment 
and records under Orher Groups, are available. Annual Indices of Board of Ord- 
nance, Milit\lry Board, Public, Home and Foreign Departments may however be 
consulted for the records prior to 1855. 

S1. Descriptior~ 
No. 

Inclusive Bulk 
years 1 

Bundles Volumes 
-- -- -. - . - - -- - - - - . -- -- - - - -- - - -- - -- - - - - 

1 - 9 3 4 
(1, (ii) 

. - - 

A. PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 
1855-1923 

I. Pre-1860 Records. 

(a) Public Works : 

1. Body Sheets . . 1855-1858 
2. Consultations . 1855-1858 

3. Consultdlions, Governor-General's . 1858-1859 
4. Consultations Governor-General's 

Ootacamund . . 1855 

5. Despatches : 

To Court of Directors/Secretary of 
State for India . 1855-1859 

From Court of Directors . . . 1855-1858 

(b) Railway 

1. Body Sheets . , 1855-1859 
2 Consultations . 1855-1859 

3. Despatches : 
To Court of Directorslsecretary of 
State for India . . 1855-1859 

From Court of DirectorslSecretary of 
State for lndia , 1855-1859 



(c) StrPlQ S d t l e ~ l s  

Consultations . . 1855-1859+ .. - 2 

II. Post-1859 Records*. 

(a) Name of ihe Branch 
1. Accounts . 1864-1923 
2. Accounts-Buildings and Roads . . 187011874 

3 Aocounts-General . 187011923 
4. Accounts-Irrigation . . 1867-1923 
5. Accounts-Military and Civil Works . 1877-1881 
6. Accounts-Railways . . 1867-1905! 
7. Accounts-State Railways . . 1879-1905 
8. Accounts-Telegraph . . 1870 
9. Agricultural . 18614864 

10 Buildings . 1864 
11. Buildings and Roads-Civil Buildings . 18W-1879 
12. Buildings and Roads- 

Civil Miscellaneous . . 1864-1879 
13. Buildings and Roads-Communications . 18641879 
14. Buildings and Roads-Military . . 1861-1879 
15. Civil Aviation. , 1921.'1923 
16. Civil Wcrks-Agricultural . , 1864-1866 
17. Civil Works-Buildings . 1864-1869 
18. Civil Works-Coal and Lron . 1882-1905 
19. Civil Works-Communications . 2 

20. Civil Works-Blectricity . . 1899-1920 17 - 
21. Civil Works-Establishment . 1864-1869 2 5 

22. Civil Works-Irrigation . . 18741923 148 - 
23. Civil Works-Miscellaneoas 40 

24. Civil Works-Telegraph . . 1874-1905 40 1 

25. Ecclesiastical . . 1860-1864 1 1 

26. Educational . 1860-1864 1 I 

27. Electric Telegraph . . 1861 1 - 
28. Establishment-Accounts . . 1870-1908 3 - 
29. Es tablishmen t-Buildings . . 1872-1881 1 - - 

+Volumes also include a few consultations for the year 1860. 
+*Records of the P.W D. from 1860-1923 are under re-arrangement. Hence 

the information provided is variable. 



- - -  ---- ---- . - - -  - 
30. Establishment-Buildings and Roads . 

3 1 . Ehtablishment-Military and Civil 
Works 

33. Establishment -Irrigation . 
34. Establishment-Railway . 
35. Establishment-Roa ds 

36. Establishm~nt -Telegraph . 

37. Famine 

38. General 

39. Industrial 

40. Irrigation 

41 Judicial 

42. Marine 

43. Military 

44. Military Works . 1862-1869 83 
1 8 7 e i t s i  ) 

45. Miscellanwus . . 1861 

46. Municipal . 1861 - 
47. Naval . 1860 - 
48. Post Office . 1921-1923 7 

49. Post and Telegraph Establishment . 1921-1923 1 3  

50. Railway . 1860.1879 3 1 

51. Raiiway Accounts . . 1879-1905 9 
.. - .  . 

52. Railway Construction . 1879-1905 5 5 

53. Railway Establishment . 1879-1905 16 

54. Railway Projects . 1879-1905 6 

55. Railway Statistics . . 1891-1905 29 

56. Railway Stores . 1879.1905 5 

57. Railway TrafEic . . 1879-1905 36 

58. Revenut . 1861-1864 4 

59. Revenuz Forests . 1351-1871 3 1 

60. Telegraph , 1921-1923 10 - 
. . 



(b) Despatches 

To Secretary of State for India . . 1861-1912 42 -I 

From S-cretary ol' State for India . 1H60-1896 3 5 

B. INDUS'I'RIES AND LABOUR DEPARTMEN'I' 
1923- 1937 

(For details See prlges 17-1 8) 

C. LA5OUR DEPARTMEN'T 
1937-1946 

Nume of the Brnnclr 

1. Accounts-Civil Works . 1937-1945 I - 

2. Accounts-Gzneral . . 1939-1916 4 - 
3. ad mini st ratio^^ 

4. Aerodrome Construction . 
5. Civil Works-Building 

6. Civil Works-W I . 
7. Civil Works-W I1 . 

8. Civil Works-W 111 

9. Civil Works-Miscellaneous 

LO. Establishment . 
11. G:nanll . 1938-1945 4 - 
12. Miscellaneous . . 1939-1945 I 

13. Stationery and Printing . . 1937-1946 3 - 

Name of the Branclr 

1. Aocounts-General . 
2. Administration . 
3. Aerodrome Constructiou . 
4. Civil Works-W 1 . 
5. Civil Works-W 11 . 
6. Civil Works-W 111 . 
7. Establishment . 
H. Gcnerol 



- - -. . . - . - - - - - - - --- --- --- - -- ---- - - -- -- 
1 2 3 4 

---- . - -  (i) (ii) - _ ____-- . - --- 

E. MINISTRY OF WORKS, MINES AND POWERS 
1947- 195 1 

1. Accounls--.Generul . 
2. Administration . 
3. Civil Works-W I 

4. Civil Works -W I1 . 
5. Civil Works-W 111 . 
6. Civil Works-W I V  . 
7. Establishlnznt . 
8. General 
9. Stationery and Printing . 

Name oj '  tlre Branch 

1 . Administratiou . . 1951-1952 1 - 
2. Civil Works-W I . . 1951-1952 A 7 A 

3. Civil Works -W I1 . . 1951-1952 3 A 

4. Civil Works-W 111 . . 1951 I - 
5. Civil Works-W I V  . . 1951 1 

6. Eutablishn~en( . . 1951-1952 1 .- 

G. MINISTRY O F  WORKS, HOUSING AND SUPPLY 
1952-1953 

1. Administration . . 1952 1 - 
2. Civil Works-W I . . 1952-1953 1 - 
3. Civil Works-W 11 . . 1952 3 - 
4.Establishment . . 1952 1 - 
5. General . 1952-1953 1 - 
6. Housing 1 . 1952 4 - 
7. Stationery and Printing . 1952 I - 

H. OTHER GROUPS 

1. Local Governments Records 
(Public Works Department) 

(a) Bengnl 
Letters from Court or I3irectol.s . 1850-1894 - I 

Nurriltion of Proceedings . . 1855-1659 3 



- . - -- -- - - - .- -. - - -. 

(b) Bombay 
Letters to and from Court of 
Directors . 
Despatches to and from Secretary or 
State for India . 
Public and Railway Diary . 

(c) Madras 
Proceedings . 
Letters to and from Court of 
Directors 
Despatches to and from Secretary of 
State for India . 
Public and Railway Diary . 

(d) North-West Provinces 
Proceedings 
Railway Papers . 

11. MISCELLANEOUS RECORDS 
1. Acquittance Rolls . 
2. S i d a  Allowance Bills . 
3. Register of Letters received from Simla 

Office 
4. Register of Proceedings sent to Simla . 
5. List of papers despatched to the Public 

Works Department at Simla 
6. Register of Receipts and Issues of General 

Stationery . 
7. Register of Books . 
8. European Service Leave Rules . 
9. Public Works Department Library Register 

10. Public Works Department Irrigation 
Branch, Register of Sanctions accorded 
by the Government of India 

11. List of 'A', #B' Proceedings and Files trans- 
ferred to the Railway Board . 

12. List of Railway Papers and Proceedings 
transferred to the Railway Board . 

13. List of 'B' Proceedings and Files transferred 
to Finance Department 

12, List of Proceedings transferrred to the 
Commerce and Industry Department . 

15. Un-Official Registers . 
16. Reorganisation of the Engineer 

Establishment . 
17. Re-organisation of the Engineer Establish- 

ment and Subsidiary Orders 

. - - . - - - - 

3 4 

- -- 
(i) (ii) 

-. - - 



- - - - -- - -. - - - - - - -- - - - . - - 
18. Revision of the Strength-Recruitment of the 

Engineer Establishment 1887-1909 
19. Engineer and Upper Subordinate Establish- 

ments; Bengal, N. W. P. and Oudh and 
Punjab; Local Administrations . 1887-1896 

20. Public Works Department Accounts Series 
Residences for Heads of Local Govern- 
ments and Administrations. Limitation 
of Expendi~ure . 1879- 1895 

21. Public Works Dcpal-~meut Establishmen1 
Branch Local Allowdnces . 18%-190Y 

22. P. W.D. Geneturl, 1'1 o1notion5 of bnginers, 
State Railway5 . 1885-1896 

23. P. W.D. General Co~ic~pondenw regarding 
Practical Training in England of Engineers- 
who are Natives ~n the Statutory sense . 1885-1896 

24. P. W.D. General, More Extended Em loy- P ment of natives of India. Report o the 
Public Service Commission and Establish- 
ment of a Provincial Service for the 
Engineer Branch of the P. W. D. . 1886-1895 

25 P. W. D. Chief and Superintendent Engineer's 
Promotions 1885 1910 

26. P. W. D. Office Order Book . 1861-1898 
27. P. W. D .  Account Register 1870-1877 
28. Sample of the Standard Forms as used in 

the Public Works Department, Govern- 
ment of India - 

29. Governor-General's Diary . 1 860- 1863 
30. Register of Contingency Bills . 1871-1877 
3 1. P. W.D. Inspection Reports . 1858- 1867 
32. Portfolio of plans to accompany Embank- 

ment Report. Irrigation Circle . 1918-1919 
33. Portfolio of Plans to accompany Report 

on Irrawady Embankments, Delta Circle 1919-1920 
34. Civil Works Irrigation Proceedings (Album 

containing various photos regarding 
Irrigation and Canal) . 1883 

35. P. W.D. Abstract of Revenue and Expendi- 
ture in India. 1869 

36. P.W.D. Hyderabad. General Abstract of 
Revenue and Receipts . 1879 

37. Stores Series, Supply of Stores f(r  the 
Public Service in India . 1 868-1 896 

38. Public Works Irrigation Proceedings, 
Canal Series 1855-1892 

39, Public Works Irrigation Canal Series . 1870-1 897 

40. P. W. D .  Civil Works-Famine Relief Series; 
Famine Commission Reporl. List of 
Works suitable for Famine Rclief Works 1874-1 884 



41. P. W.D. Civil Works-Buildings and Roads 
Series; Viceregal Lodge and Staff 
Houses . 1872-1896 

42. P. W. D. Civil Works-Buildings and Roads 
Series. Frontier Roads-Dera Gazi Khan 
Road . 

13. P. W. D. Civil WOI-ks-Buildings itnd Roads 
Series; Rent chargeable for Governmznt 
Buildings occupied as Residences 

44. P. W.D. Civil Works Buildings Series; New 
Imperial Secretariat Building at Calctuta 

45. P. W. D .  Gcneral Famine Committee Notes. 

46. P.W.D. Famine Relief Works, Rajputana . 
47. P. W. D. Famine Relief Works, Upper Burma 

48. East India (Report of the Famine Commi- 
ssion) Miscellaneous papers bearing upon 
the condition of the country and people 
of India 

49. P. W.D. Cash Book for contingent charges, 
CalcuttaOWce . 

50. 1'. W. D. Simla Improvements-Clerks, 
Hlrracks 

5 1 P. W. D. Circulars . 
52. 1'. W.D. Notifications . 
53. Budget Supplem~tl t 

54. lndi:~ Railways C,apital ;ind Revenue 
Accounts . 

55. Finar.ce Accounts . 

56. Register of St ate Railways Capital . 

57. Abstract Register Capital 

58. Imperial Register of Receipts and Charges 
of th: Capital Accounts or State Railway 

59. London Accounts . 
60. London Stores Account . 
61. Monthly London Account Current . . 1921-1922 

62. London Account Quarterly Abstract 
Receipt Register . . 1910-1921 

63. Abstract of Schedules of the Railway 
Dcpartm:nt Account Cutarent . 1921-1930 

64.' Register S t ~ t e  R~ilways Revenu: . . 1909-1932 
65. Abstract Rzgisler Rev.:nue Accounts . 1932-1933 
66. State Railway Stores Branch Journal . 1913-1917 



67. State Railwa Stores Branch; Wter of d Reoeipts an Charges . 
68. Account Current of the High C o m d o n e r  

for India . 

69. Account Current of the Secretary of State 
for lndia and High Commissior.er for 
India 

70. Statements of Payment in England by the 
Sacretary of Stak for lndia and t'.~e High 
Commissioner for [ndia 

7 1 .  Payments Register . 
72. English Payments Register . 
73. Report by the Agbnt . 
74. Original Papers regarding construction of 

capitalatDelhi . 



SOME SIGNIFICANT DOCUMENTS AVAILABLE IN THE 
SERIES 

1. Report of an experiment made with coal-tar and coal-tar 
varnish on bridges and palisadoing of Fort William. 

Military Board, Proceedings Volume, 16 November 
1789. 

2. Constructio~l of a Workshop, Mechanics, House, and other 
rooms at Durn Durn. 

Military Board, 1 August 1820, No. 7. 

3. Bomb Proof Barracks in garrison considered unhealthy 
and unfit for reception of Europeans during the hot season. 

Military Board, 22 August 1820, No. 2. 

4. Comtruction of air furnaces in the foundry of Fort 
William. 

Military Board, 14 December 1830, No. 89. 

5. Re-organisation of the Military Board. 
Military Board, 21 December 1830, Nos. 1-4. 

6. Statement of Public Utility Works constructed in Bombay 
Presidency at the expense of Government during the year 
1846. 

Horne, Public, 7 August 1847, Nos. 16-17. 

7. Constitution of Public Works Department and appointment 
of Lt. Col. W. C. Baker as its Secretary. 

Home, Public, 9 February 1855, Nos. 44-47. 

8. Construction of new lines for the Arracan Battalion as 
Akyab. 

Public Works, Military, 9 March 1860, Nos. 11-14. 

9. Register of lands taken up by the Government for railway 
purposes. 

Public Works, Railway, 16 March 1860, Nos. 6-7. 

10. Proposed construction of an annicut (Dam) across the 
Prinnyar river in South Arcot. 

Public Works, Agriculture, 23 March 1860, Nos. 1-3. 

11. Tmprovemcnt of Buildings in the European Infantry at 
Rangoon. 

Public Works, Military, 27 May 1861, No. 50. 

1 2 .  Report of the Coill~nissioil of Enquiry into thc system of 
Public Works Accounts. 

Public Works, Accounts 'A', July 1864, Nos. 57-68. 



1 3. Reorganisation of the Public Works Secretariat. 
Public Works, Establishment 'A', November 1 864, 
NOS. 1-3. 

14. Explorations of the Damodar Valley and propad to 
construct a canal for irrigation from Raneegung to the 
Hooghly river. 

Public Works, Irrigation 'A', . March 1867, Nos. 41-45. 

15. Functions of the I p s ~ t o r  Generiil of lrrigation Works. 
Public works, Irrigation 'A', July 1867, Nm. 11-16. , 

16. Enhancement of Land Revenue consequent on the introduc- 
t ion of canal irrigation. 

Public Worke, Irrigation 'A', January 1869, No. 27. 
17. lniprovement of the sygtem of irrigation in the eastern six- 

tion of the Godavari delta. 
Public Works, Irrigation 'A', March 1871, Nos. 63-65. 

18. Proposal to manufacture cement in the North-Western 
Provinces. 

Public Works, Irrigation 'A', June 1872, Nos. 13-17. 

19. Adoption of Suez can4 route in preference to the Cape 
route for shipment of stores. 

Public Works, Accounts-State Railways 'A', August 
1876, Nos. 35-36. 

20. Use of Morocco and country-made leather in preference to 
'American Cloth' for carriage coverings of State Rai lwa~.  

Public Works, Accounts-4tatc Railways A', June 
1877, NOS. 24-31. 

21. Payment of moiety of thc surplus profits by the Darjeeling- 
Himalayan Railway Company to the Government. 

Public Works, Railway Construction 'A', March 1 888, 
Nos. 235-247. 

22. Statement showing financial results of irrigation works in 
India for the years 1886-1887. 

Public Works, Accounts-Irrigation 'A, May 1 888, 
NOS. 4-9. 

23. Exhibition of Indian Art Manufactures at DeIbi in Januiiry 
1903 during the Coronation Darbar ceremonies and arange- 
ments for the construction and fitting up of exhibition 
building. 

Public Works, General 'A', June 1902, Nos. 1 1-20. 
24. Employment of Messrs Edwin Lutyens and Herbert Baker 

as architects in connection with the construction of New 
Capital at Delhi. 

Public Works, Civil Works-Buildings 'A', November 
1913. NOS. 1-19. 
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25. Establishment of Central Public Works Department. 
Industries and Labour, File No. G-10/1930. 

26. A note on the history of the Central Public Works Depart- 
ment. 

Industries and Labour, Public Works, File No. E-16 
(61)/1936. 

27. Decision that the ornamental tanks or fountains in New 
Delhi should not be filled without prior reference to the 
Officer-in-charge, anti-Malaria. 

Labour, File No. B-3 (1 691 /1940. 

28. Taking over of the Governor General's building "Bel- 
vedere" by the Ministry of Works, Mines and Power for 
housing the National Library, Calcutta. 

Works, Mines and Power, File No. WIV-1 1(51)/1948. 

29. P r o p a l  to set up a separate printing press for the Indian 
Parliament. 

Works, Mines and Power, File No. A-597 f 1950. 

30. Constitution of Committee for the management of Rajghat 
Samadhi, New Delhi. 

Works, Mines and Power, File No. WI-20(198)/ 
1950. 

31. Proposal for a Bill to replace Requisitioned Land (Conti- 
nuance of Powers) Ordinance, XIX of 1946. 

Works, Mines and Power, File No. W IV-4(71)/1950. 



APPENDIX 

NATIONAL ARCHIVES OF INDLG 
HISTORICAL RESEARCH RULES, 1982 

1.0 Access to Records : These rules shall govern access to open 
records in the custody of the National Archives of Lndia and its regio- 
nal offices. The privilege of consulting such records personall by 
any adult citizen will be generally limited to the Records whic i are 
more than 30 years old, subject to such exceptions and re5trictions as 
may be f a d  necessary by the concerned creating agencies. The 
Ministries/Departments and other ofices may, in consultation with 
the Director of Archives, grant special access to records not trans- 
ferred to the National Archives of India, as also to records other- 
wise 'closed', but available in the National Archives of India. 

1.1 The records of the Ministries of External Mairs  and Defence 
pertaining to areas comprising Arunachal Pradesh ( includmg Eastern 
Sector of the Sin*Indian Border), Sikkim, Bhutan, Nepal, Tibet and 
China, and areas now comprising Pakistan and Bangladesh, are open 
upto 31st December, 191 3 only. 

1.2 Records of the Ministries of External Mairs, Home Mairs, 
and Human Resotlrce Development where they pertain to Jammu 
and Kashmir (including Gilgit and Chitral) are open upto 31st Decem- 
ber 1924 d y .  

2.0 Eligibility for Research : Normally, all adult Indian citizens 
of 21 years of age or above aEe eligible to avail of the research facili- 
ties at the National Archives of India, subject to their undertaking 
to abide by the rules and regulations prescribed from time to time for 
the Research R m .  

2.1 AU applications seeking to. conduct research at the National 
Archives of India should be made to the Director of Archives on a 
prescribed form. 

3.0 Foreign Scholws : Foreign scholars wishing to consult r& 
cords in the National Archives of India should bring letters of intro- 
duction from the universities, learned institutions sponsoring their 
candidature, as also another letter addressed to the Director of 
Archives, Government of India, from their respective Diplomatic 
mission in India. 

3.1 Foreign scholars submitting their research projects through 
Indian Missions abroad, or through Foreign Institutions based in India, 
or such cases where their research project would involve field work, 
will require necessary clearance from Ministry of Human Resource 
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Development, which wiU invariably endorse copies of such clearan= 
letters to the National Archives of India well in advanve of the arrival 
of the foreign scholars. To avoid any loss of time after their arrival 
in the country, it is advisable that these scholars should send their 
applications well in advance direct to the Ministry of Human Re- 
source Development (Departmenb of Education), Government of 
India, Shastri Bhawan, New klhi-110001. Scholars under this cate- 
gory will be admitted to the Research Room only after such clearance 
has been received by thd National Archives of India froni thc Ministry. 

4.0 Access to Library Material : Access to the Library material 
will be governed by the rules prescribed for the purpose (see Library 
Rules). This material can be consulted in a separate Reading Room 
attached to the Library. 

5.0 Access to Privde Archives : Private Papers of eminent In- 
dians and other acquired documents can be consulted by the Research 
Scholars subject to the conditions laid down by the donors. These 
papers shall be made available to them in the 'Private Archives' Sec- 
tion on working days during office hours only. 

6.0 Titni~igs : The Research Room remains open on all days of 
lhc year excepting Sundays and three national holidays i.e. 26 
January, 15 August and 2 October. 

6.1 Research Room is open from 09.00 hours to 20.00 hours on 
all working days. On holidays, it remains open from 09.00 hours to 
17.30 hours. 

7.0 Adr?lissiolz tu~d  Registratiort : Admission to the premises of 
the National Archives of India is regulated by means of Home Mitiis- 
try passes. Pending receipt of such regular passes, temporary passes 
valid for a month will be issued to the scholars who fU in the pres- 
cribed form in duplicate. The passes must be shown at the main 
entrance and visitors will on each visit be required to enter their name, 
address, etc., in the Register kept for this purpose. Scholars shall 
keep their personal belongings in the lockers provided for the pur- 
pose outside the Research Room, and they should collect a token 
against the same from the person on duty. Persons arriving on a 
Saturday or other holidays without a pass will not be allowed to enter 
the permises. 

7.1 Indian scholars wishing to avail of the facility of National 
Readers Card Scheme could do so on payment of Rs. 5/ -  as Regis- 
tration fee, and submitting 2 copies of their pass-port size photographs. 
These cards may be obtained from the National Archives of India, 
and dso from the State Archives Offices. The holders of thc Na- 
tional Readers card would be treated as Research Scholars and even 
in the absence of the regular Home Ministry pass, they can enter 
the Research Room when the regular reception office does not func- 
tion (Saturdays, Sundays and Holidays, as also before 9.30 and after 
18.00 hours) by sho~l~ing the National Readers Card to the Sentry. and 



after making necessary entries in the Register kept at the entrance 
exclusive1 for use by such card holders. However, these card holders 
will also ll ave to complete the procedural formalities to get the Home 
Ministry pass issued in their favour. The card holders will also 
enjoy similar working facili'ies at various State Archives on getting 
the card duly endorsed by the Director of the respective State Archi- 
ves. A provision to this effect has been made in the card. 

7.2 No seat in the Research Room will be reserved individually. 
A separate cubicle has been earmarked for scholars wanting to use 
Microfilm Readers. 

7.3 Silence shall be maintained in the Research Room. 

7.4 No person will be allowed to bring eatable in'o the Re- 
search Rmm. Smoking, chewing 'Pan' etc., is strictly prohibited in 
the Research Room. A lounge adjacent to the Research Room has 
been provided for these purposes. 

7.5 Scholars should notify the staff counter at least one day in 
advance before their departure date so as to arrange for their clea- 
rance. 

8.0 Supply of Records : No record/book/microfdm shall be deli- 
vered to a scholar until he/she has submitted to the staff counter a 
duly signed requisition slip prescribed for this purpose. The requisi- 
tions should be put into the box kept for the purpose at the counter. 

8.1 A separate slip must be used for every item of required mate- 
rial. Care should be taken in filling up tlie requisition slip legibly with 
correct and complete references to the books in order to ensure 
prompt service. Requisitions can be made four time daily at 10.30, 
12.30, 14.00 and 15.30 hours on all working days. 

8.2 Normdly, not more than ten items of records and five manus- 
cript indexes would be issued to a scholar at a time, but working 
conditions permitting, this rule may be relaxed. 

8.3 Requisitioned material shall normally be brought direct to 
the scholar's table, excepting in case when the scholar has already the 
maximum permissible number of reading material on his/her table, 
or hejshe is absent. In such circumstances, the scholar should report 
at the st& counter when he/she is ready to use the material. 

8.4 Since the Muniment RoomILibrary remains closed on Satur- 
days, Sundays and other holidays, scholars are advised to get their 
material for study a day in advance. When a scholar has finished 
with a record/book/microfilm, ha she should hand it over at the 
counter and get back hisher requisition slip. 

8.5 Scholars will be held responsible for the material for study 
issued to them so long as they are not cancelled from proforma 



8.6 Those wishing to have records/books/microfilms kept out for 
their use should inform the staff at the counter. 

9.0 Cure of Recortis : Scholars shall cxercist: every care in hantl- 
ling the requisitioned material iuld shall scc that they are not damaged 
in any way. 

9.1 It is forbidden to n~itkc: ally pencil, ink, or other marking in 
any requisitioneci material, or to do any thing to deface them. 

9.2 No 1.cq~li~iti~~11cd ni;~te~iill ~ h a U  be translerrod flvnl ont: rcader 
to another unless the Reseiuch Roo~ll striff has becn so informed, 
and n fresh requisition forni completed. 

9.3 No books, papers, or other articles should be laid upon the 
open pages of the requisitioned materiaJ. 

9.4 No scholar shall ever lea11 on any of the documents or place 
upon them the paper o n  which hc/shc: is writing. 

9.5 No schuliir shall be entitled to exanline records/books which 
have been labelled "Unfit for Production." 

10.0 Kcprogr~apllic Fc~cililies : Microfilming, Xeroxing and Photo- 
copying services are available at the National Archives of India 
on a written request by the scholar. For this purpose Scholars, 
are required to fill in the prescribed form (in duplicate) alongwith 
a duplicate list of their requirements. These facilities are provided 
on payment as per prevailing rates, which are subsidised. Schedule 
of rates lor different reprograpllic services, which is subject to revi- 
sion, is enclosed. While placing an order for a specific job, 80% 
of the estimated cost will be required to bc deposited in advancc. 
As a rule, only a single copy for research purpose will be supplied 
to a scholar. 

1 1.0 Tr~lrzscriytiorz Facilities : Traascription work is undertaken 
by the typists of the Natio,nal Archives of India on behalf of a scholar 
at the rates prescribed (see Schedule of Rates for Transcription Ser- 
vices). 

12.0 Infort~zatiort Service : Search among the 'open' records is 
undertaken by the National Archives of India on behalf of indivi- 
duals and institutions on payment of prescribed fee of Rs. 20/- per 
day. 

13.0 Ackrlowleclgetrlerlts : Ariy Scholar who usgs the records ig the 
National Archives of India for purposes of his historical research and 
publishes his work based on material from these records, shall depo- 
sit with the National Archives of India Library, a copy of his work 
free of charge immediately after it's public a t' lon. 

14.0 Revocatiorl of Researcll Fucilily : The privilege of perso- 
nal consultation of records in the Research Room may, at the dis- 



cretion of the Director of Archives, Government of India, be withheld 
in public interest. 

14.1 In case of any dispute regarding these rules and their inter- 
pretation, the decision of the Director of Archives, Government of 
India, would be h a 1  and binding. 

LIBRARY RULES 

1. The Library is open on al l  working days from 0930 to 1800 
hours. 

2. The National Archives Library, being primarily a research 
Library, normally caters to the needs of the members of the staff in 
connection with their official work, the. Research Scholars, and Trai- 
nees of the School of Archival Studies. 

3. Every intending borrower of books from the National Archi- 
ves Library shall have his name registered in the Library by furnish- 
ing the undermentioned particulars about hirnself/herself : (i) Full 
name, (ii) Permanent and Local address, (iii) Profession, (iv) Speci- 
men signature and (v) A suitable reference, e.g. sponsoring bodies, 
appropriate officer-in-charge, Head of the Learned Institutions or 
their Librarians. The Director of Archives may, however, accept 
ally recommendation he considers fit. 

4. Reference books, encyclopaedias, directories, dictionaries, 
Parliamentary Papers, historical books required constantly for office 
work, rare and out of print publications, technical books including 
books on art, current journals, daily newspapers, and bound volumes 
of periodicals sha.11 be consulted only in the premises. Journals 
issued for consultation must be returned to the Library within seven 
days. In very exceptional cases these publications will be lent out 
to learned institutions with the special permission of the Director of 
Archives. 

5. Damaged books and publications in a bad state of preserva- 
tion shall not be issued on loan. 

6. The books will be issued on a Pass Book which wiU be p r e  
vided to the borrower by the Library at the time of reoistration. The 
borrower shall be responsible for the safe custody of the Pass Book 
issued to him/her. In case of loss a duplicate Pass Book will be 
!issued against a deposit of Rs. 5/-. 

7. The borrowers shall be personally responsible for the safe 
custody and safe return of the books borrowed by them, and in no 
case are they permitted to pass on books to any other person. A 
book lost or damaged in any way by a borrower shall have to be re- 
placed or paid for by hidher .  The evaluation of the cost of books not 
procurable from the market will rest with the Director of Archives. 



8. At a time a maximum of 12 volumes will be issued to each 
individual borrower. 

9. If more volumes are considered necessary for members of 
the staff, the appropriate officer-in-charge will countersign such loans 
for the staff working in his/her section. 

10. In no case the borrower is permitted to take home those 
books which have been issued to him/her for official work. How- 
ever, one book at a time will be lent out for Home Study to the mem- 
bers of the staff only. All books and publications mentioned above 
in No. 4 shall not be issued for Home Study. 

11. Basic reference books constantly required for work in the 
dflerent sections will be issued to the section-in-charge on semi-per- 
manent loan. The section-in-charges shall maintain a register of 
such publications for checking by the Library once a year. 

12. Borrowers are required to fill in requisition slips which shall 
ordinarily be entertained up to 1600 hours. Requisitions from the Re- 
search Scholars are to be routed through the Incharge, Research 
Room invariably. 

13. Ordinarily books shall be lent for a period of 15 days, after 
which they may be renewed for two weeks more. 

14. Books on loan with the borrowers can be called back by the 
Library at any time. 

15. Books should be returned to the charging counter before 
1600 hours. 

16. Borrowers will have to obtain a clearance certificate from 
the Library in case of transfer, retirement, etc. 

17. A Research Scholar should intimate the date of his/her 
departure to the Librarian three days in advance. The trainees 
should return all the books borrowed by them at least seven days 
before their leaving the Department. 

18. Books requisitioned from outside agencies on terms of Inter- 
Library loan shall not be issued for Home Study. 

19. Slips for books to be requisitioned from other local libra- 
ri& should normally be sent to the charging counter before 12 noon; 
otherwise slips will be held over till the next working day. 

20. The Ministries and other Gove-ment and Semi-Government 
agencies desirous of obtaining books from this Library on loan should 
send their requisitions through their Librarians or the Departmental 
Heads as the case may be. In all other I-espects the General Rules of 
the Library dl1 apply. 

21. Smoking, taking tea or edibles are strictly prohibi,ted inside 
the Library. 
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REPROGRAPHIC SERVICE 

Schedule of RatesL 

charm 
Rs. 

(a) Rate per exposure . . . . . 1.60 
(b) Minimum Charges . . 30.00 
(c) Rebate for 30m x 35mm negative microfilm, if 

supplied . . 150.00 

2. Positive Microfilm : 
(a) Rate per metre . . 16 .OO 
(b) Minimum charges . . 50 .OO 

(c) Rebate for 30m x 35mm positive microfilm, if 
supplied . . 75.00 

3. Photocopying : 
(a) Rate . . 13.00 for600sq.cm. 

or part thereof 
(b) Minimum charges . . 20.00 

4. Processing of 35 mm microfilm . . 60.00 

5. Xerox copying : 
(a) Rate per copy . 1.00 
(b) Minimum charges. . . . 5.00 

6. Special Copying . . As per estimates in each 
case. 

N.B. : - The cost of making the negative when required will be extra as in (1) 
above. 

TRANSCRIPTION SERVICES 

Schedule of Rates 

1. Transcription rate covering a foolscap papzr in double 
space. 1.00 Per copy 

2. Additional copies . . 0.20 Per copy 

3. Typing Statements-foolscap paper . 2.00 Per copy 
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